Outline: Climbing the Mountain – A Journey Through the Sermon on the Mount
I. Introduction
The spiritual significance of mountains
1. The climb as a metaphor for faith and spiritual growth
2. Transition to the Sermon on the Mount as a "mountain" to climb
II. The Sermon on the Mount – Week 2
A. What is the Sermon on the Mount?
1. Jesus making an announcement, not a command
2. The announcement of the Kingdom of God
- A present reality and a call for discipleship
- An upside-down Kingdom: first is last, poor are rich, dead will live
B. Who was there?
1. Marginalized, disciples, sick, poor
C. Where did it take place?
1. On a mountain – a place of spiritual and physical significance
2. Mountains in Scripture: meeting places of God and humanity
III. The Role of Mountains in Scripture
A. Creation: Humans placed on a “mountain” as overseers of creation
- Driven from it due to sin
B. Abraham on Mount Moriah
1. God’s blessing restored through sacrifice and obedience
2. Foreshadowing of God's provision through Jesus
C. Moses on Mount Sinai
1. Receiving God’s wisdom and word (Torah)
2. God’s blessing traveling with His people
D. King David establishing Jerusalem on a mountain
- Sin and brokenness removed God’s presence and blessing
E. Jesus: The Word made flesh, restoring God’s Kingdom
- Teaching the disciples how to live within God’s word
IV. The Beatitudes: Blessings from the Sermon on the Mount
A. Meaning of Ashrei
1. Hebrew word for "blessed" – happiness, praiseworthiness
2. Beatitudes as markers of a Kingdom life
B. Breakdown of the Beatitudes
1. First 4: Between God and us
- Poor in spirit, mourn, meek, hunger for righteousness
2. Last 4: Between us and others
- Merciful, pure in heart, peacemakers, persecuted
V. Deep Dive into Key Beatitudes
A. Blessed are the Merciful
1. Hebrew word: Rachum – compassion and forgiveness
2. Mercy: Not getting what we deserve
3. Practical examples: Extending mercy in our daily lives
B. Blessed are the Pure in Heart
1. Call to examine motives and confess sins
2. Confession tied to freedom (Proverbs 28:13)
3. God’s grace opens eyes to His love and mercy
C. Blessed are the Peacemakers
1. Reflection of God’s character – “children of God”
2. Living in a divided world: us vs. them mentality
3. Peacemaking as a call to unity
VI. Practical Application
A. Climbing the mountain of faith – one step at a time
B. Living out the Beatitudes in our relationships and daily life
C. God’s Kingdom as a continuation of His story to bring order to chaos
VII. Conclusion
A. The journey of climbing the Sermon on the Mount
- Transformation through God's wisdom and grace
B. Invitation to climb together, step by step

