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Our Mission:   
We are an inviting and growing Christian presence,          

with a passion for living and sharing Jesus Christ. 

 

Our Vision:   

To be a Christ-centered community that Equips  

Disciples to Make Disciples.                          
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Board Report  

As always, I’m amazed at how quickly time flies. Here we are heading into February 2025 and on February 2nd after 
Service we have the AGM. 
  
The Board and Call Committee continue to work with Bishop Trish and the Lutheran Theological Seminary (LTS) to get 
our best candidate, Jesse Ramson, into the seminary so that he can begin his internship leading to his eventual ordi-
nation and assuming the role of Pastor at LCOS. 
  
Thank you to Pastor Daranne for leading us for two services of Communion, and Mariette Jessup and Jesse Ramson 
who led us with a service each. It’s wonderful to continue to have services every Sunday without fail. We really can 
thank Judy for always working ahead to ensure we have a worship leader. 
  
Unfortunately, the work to fix up the carpet in the Fellowship Hall has stalled as the root cause is being investigated. 
It appears to potentially be an issue with ground water seeping under the slab in the Fellowship Hall. More work has 
to be done to confirm the root cause and it doesn’t make sense to replace the carpet until we understand what’s go-
ing on. One thing that we are trying to understand is if there is weeping tile around the old portion of the building or 
even around the addition. If anyone has any knowledge related to the construction, please contact Carolyne Walker 
as she is looking through the plans to figure out what exists. 
  
The Board had its January meeting on January 21. This meeting ran much longer than other recent meetings due to 
the number of items to discuss. The big item was the discussion of the 2025 Budget which Doug Drennan will present 
at the AGM on February 2nd, 2025. 
  
The Board continues to monitor the budget monthly, and I believe it is important continue to comment on our finan-
cial situation. Our overall giving remains a concern going forward. Thank you to some incredibly generous giving by 
foundations and members; the deficit at the end of December was $1050.79.  The deficit for the end of January is 
projected to be $2,000.00. The Board believe that LCOS will continue to respond and show the resiliency that will be 
required to grow our congregation in 2025 and beyond.  
  
The Board works on behalf of the Congregation to ensure that LCOS is a safe place where we can grow according to 
our Mission “We are an inviting and growing Christian presence, with a passion for living and sharing Jesus Christ” 
and our Vision “To be a Christ-centered community that equips disciples to make disciples”.  
  
This is my last Board Vine report as I end my time on the Board having served for my three, two-year terms. I thank 
all of you, congregation and members of the Board past and present, for the patience, support, understanding and 
teaching I have received during my time on the Board, and especially this last year as Board Chair. I couldn’t have 
done it without each and every one of you. The new Board executive will be selected by the Board right after the 
AGM on February 2. 
Please remember to come out on February 2 for the AGM and of course the Pot-Luck lunch after the AGM. 
  
God Bless!!! 
Alfred Forbrich 



 

2025 Stewardship 
 

The stewardship focus for this year is 'Journey to Generosity 
– The Way of Jesus’. 

 

Beginning October 20 and in the weeks following, we explored 
Jesus’ call to stewardship through embodying the realm of 
God, using our resources in a generative way, and how stew-
ardship is primarily about loving one’s neighbour. 

 

Stewardship Sunday, November 17, was an opportunity to formally gather our collective resources of time, talent and 
financial pledges, a reflection of how we each have discerned our call to generosity. This allowed us to responsibly 
shape our congregation’s ministry in 2025 out of what we have to offer. 

Just as Jesus faithfully served his Father by serving us, we are to use our lives and gifts in faithful service to him by serv-
ing others. “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace” (1 Peter 
4:10). 

To date there have been 44 pledges made for 2025 General giving for an amount of $154,860. 

For 2024 there were 53 pledges for General giving for an amount of $166,520. 

Thanks to everyone who has submitted a pledge! 

If you would like to pledge to the 2025 Stewardship program you may get a pledge card from Judy at 
office2@oursaviourchurch.ca or from Cliff at financialsecretary@oursaviourchurch.ca or at the church. You may submit 
at anytime 

    ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If you have submitted a pledge and are on the Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR) program and your monthly donation 
amount has changed you can get a PAR Amount Change form and submit to the Financial Secretary at financialsecre-
tary@oursaviourchurch.ca. If received by February 01 the change will become effective for the February 20 donation. 

   ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Offering envelopes for 2025 are now available for pick up at the church. A set has been issued to you if you have a set 
for 2024 and have donated via the envelopes in 2024. If you are not assigned a set and would like one, please contact 
Cliff at 403-936-0419 or at financialsecretary@oursaviourchurch.ca. 



Financial Secretary Report 

 

 

 

 

 
If you wish to contribute to the church, the following are options for 
giving:  
  
Interac e-transfer:  
Donations are made to email address: donate@oursaviourchurch.ca.  
  
PAR Program Giving:  
The Pre-Authorized Remittance program (PAR) gives the option to give 
monthly directly from a bank or credit union account.  
  
If you sign up by February 01, your monthly donation would begin 
February 20. Please contact the Financial Secretary Cliff Blumhagen 

(403-936-0419 or financialsecretary@oursaviourchurch.ca) to get a PAR sign up form and with any questions.  
Cheque:  
You can mail, bring to a church service, or drop off a cheque at the church.  
Online Giving (via credit or debit card **):  
Donations are made via the following secure link: https://onrealm.org/LutheranChurchofOurSaviour/give/now.  
 **NOTE: to give via debit card, the card must have a CVV code (on the back of the card). This is like the code on the 
back of a credit card. **  
Text Giving (via credit or debit card**):  
Donations are made by texting LCOSGive to 73256 followed by the donation amount.  
 **NOTE: to give via debit card, the card must have a CVV code (on the back of the card). This is like the code on the 
back of a credit card. **  
Giving via online and text will go to General giving.  
General giving and Designated giving can be done via Interac E-transfer, cheque, and cash.  
Shares from Investments:  
Shares from investments are made by transferring them from your investment account to the church investment 
account.  
Legacy Giving:  
Donations are made from your estate by gifting to the church by remembering the church in your will.  
The following methods and percentages of giving for December, 2024 were: 
· Cash: 4.8% 
· Cheques: 10.0% 
· Direct Deposit : 25.7% 
· Interac E-transfer: 42.7% 
· Loose Cash: 2.9% 
· Online via Realm: 7.9% 
· Pre-Authorized Remittance Program: 6.0% 
The methods and percentages for giving for all of 2024 are given in the Financial Secretary Report  
in the 2024 Annual Report.  
 
Financial Status – 2024: 
· Revenue (offering, rentals): $350,277.89  
· Expenses: $351,328.68  
· For a deficit of $1,050.79  
· NOTE: The expenses include $17,853.23 for the flooring project – carpet replacement – the funds for this project 
were raised in 2023 
· Without the flooring cost, the year to date surplus is $16,802.44  
 
 

Cliff Blumhagen,  

Financial Secretary  
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Cliff Blumhagen,  

Financial Secretary  



What’s Been Happening at LCOS 

 



What’s Been Happening at LCOS 

 



What’s Been Happening at LCOS 

 



 

  

    Merle Allen 

 

 

 

 

Janice Hawkings 

TO OUR 80+ FRIENDS 



Time Capsule 

      

        Lutheran Church of Our 
Saviour is located on land homesteaded by 
Christopher Greer, the North East quarter 
of Section 22, Township 23, Range 1 West 
of the 5th Meridian. 
 
The earlier resident Rev. E. Paske Smith 
tried to sell his improvements to Henry 
Stuart but Mr. Stuart left for the United 
States. Greer moved to the claim in De-

cember 1885 and made a $1000 payment to Rev. Smith. He applied for the NW quarter (corner 
of MacLeod Trail & Heritage Drive) as a pre-
emption. 
 

The north half of Section 22 is from Heritage 
Drive to 90 Ave and a mile east of MacLeod Trail 
to 6 Street East. Greer’s sister was the wife of 
William Standish who farmed CPR land on the 
north side of Heritage Drive.  
 
Section numbers can be found by looking at the 
map called Calgary Administrative Boundaries 
and selecting the section layers. Enter the de-
sired address and zoom in.  
 

Calgary Imagery has aerial photos starting 
from 1924-26. The photos help to narrow 
down the years when changes were made 
to buildings.  
 
Blocks of 5 acres along Heritage Drive and 
along MacLeod Trail to Southland Drive 
were advertised for sale around 1912. Only 
two families with small dairy farms were 
counted in the 1931 census and no one 
lived in Section 23.  
 

CPR received most of the odd numbered sections for building the railway. There is a database of 
land sales with the buyer’s name, date and cost per acre. 
            ~~ Alice 
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Bishop’s Message 

 

February 2025                                                                                                        
  
Dear friends in Christ,  
  
Know the love of God is with you.  
  
The season of Epiphany continues – a season of inspiration, light and renewal as we absorb what it 
means that God is Emmanuel – with us. What difference does it make in our world, where so much 
is going on, that God is here?  
  
Let me start by saying, it is no small matter. God came as one of us to bring change to a world that 
was conflicted and off track and I assure you that God remains with us in a world that may still be 
described in the same way. If you are like me, some days it seems like things are going off the rails. 
At every hour we are faced with threats to our livelihood personally and as a society – it’s stressful. 
Where is the “Emmanuel God” for our lives in this moment?  
  
You may have recently heard about the sermon at the Inaugural Prayer Service proclaimed by Epis-
copal Bishop Mariann Budde (just search for it and many hits will pop up.) In it she focused on four 
themes: dignity, honesty, humility and mercy. The last one she added after much prayerful thought. 
Mercy being a word, like grace, that covers the ground between our ideals and our imperfection.  
  
These core values are worthy of anyone’s attention. They make for better families, communities and 
nations. They draw us out of our self-centeredness. They call us into one another’s lives. They invite 
us to fully live the gospel we hear every Sunday. Sometimes as people of faith we get stuck imagin-
ing and waiting for God to rescue us like the cavalry over the hillside, but these words actually call 
us to do something about the world where we live. Live with dignity, honesty, humility and mercy in 
all things! Those four words are a resistance movement each of us can enact today, in our neigh-
bourhood and every interaction with others. Those values are tools that God has given us for minis-
try in our own time to stand against all that slyly temps us away from godliness.   
  
On The Presentation of Our Lord, February 2, we will hear Simeon say that Jesus is “a light for reve-
lation” (Lk 2:32.)  He saw it in Jesus. He lifted his voice and sang about it for all to hear!  Let’s tune 
our voices, in chorus with Simeon and Bishop Budde! May the light of Christ embolden us to shine!  
   
  
 Be Jesus where you are, 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 



      

 

 

 


