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TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2024 | 10:00 AM 

Our Mission is to be a Caring Inclusive Christian Community responding to God’s grace 

through Worship, Service, and Sharing the Gospel. 

 

RECONCILING in CHRIST 



 

WELCOME TO APOSTLES LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
It is an honor to worship God with you this morning. We pray you experience the 

Spirit’s loving presence as we share our words, our actions, and the Holy Meal. 

If this is your first time worshipping with us, please fill out a card in the pew rack with 

your contact info. A restroom can be found by exiting the rear door of the worship space. It 

is directly in front of you to the right. Additional restrooms can be found in the back corner 

of the fellowship area, near the Pastor’s office.  

RECONCILING in CHRIST 

We, the people of Apostles Lutheran Church, follow Paul’s message to the Galatians (3:28): 

“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and 

female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Believing that because we are all one in Christ, 

and created in God’s image, all are welcome as beloved children of God. We welcome into 

the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Rejoicing in God’s amazing 

diversity, we welcome people of all ages, races, gender identities, sexual orientations, 

and physical and mental abilities. Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking 

down dividing walls and building a community where all are beloved. 

FOR PASTORAL CARE 

The Reverend Jay Serafin is our pastor. Pastor Jay’s schedule is noted in the calendar on 

the back of this bulletin. Call Pastor Jay at 570-205-7506 or email him at j80j84@msn.com 

(preferred) or pastor.apostles@gmail.com. Messages can also be left on the Apostles 

answering machine 804-693-9098. 

PRAYGROUND 

Welcome to our youngest members! The area in the front of our sanctuary is for families 

and young children. There are quiet toys, books and drawing materials. We ask two things: 

1) sit in the front pews near your children and 2) please sit with your children in the 

pews during the sermon. They may return immediately after. Thank you and welcome! 

NAME TAGS 

Please wear your nametag! Guests: please fill out and put on a name tag before worship 

today. Blank nametags are in the baskets located in the pews. 
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GATHERING 
Widows are visible everywhere in today’s readings. Jesus denounces those scribes who pray 

impressive prayers but devour widows’ houses. He commends the poor widow who in his view 

gave far more than the major donors. Jesus doesn’t see her simply as an object of compassion or 

charity. She, like the widow of Zarephath who shares her last bit of food with Elijah, does 

something of great importance. 

PRELUDE AND SILENT PRAYER 
Martin Luther said of music: “Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest 

treasure in the world.” Please take a moment to silence all cell phones. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Please rise in body or in spirit. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our refuge, our delight, our beginning and 

our end. 

Amen. 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves us and has freed us from our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 

we confess that sin has taken hold of us and we are complicit in its power. 

We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts cannot rest. Unbind us and set us 

free. Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, that we may live just and 

generous lives for the good of your world and the care of our neighbors, 

following in the servant way of Jesus. Amen. 

These words are trustworthy and true: Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the 

cross, swallowing up death forever. For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven and God 

remembers your sin no more. Let your heart be glad again, and rejoice in your 

salvation. 

Amen.  
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GATHERING HYMN  ELW #589 
“All Depends on Our Possessing” 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. O God, you show forth your almighty power chiefly by reaching out to 

us in mercy. Grant us the fullness of your grace, strengthen our trust in your 

promises, and bring all the world to share in the treasures that come through your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

Sit 

FIRST READING 1 KINGS 17:8-16 

This chapter begins the story of Elijah. God sends a drought on Israel because of the sins of King 

Ahab. This passage depicts God’s saving acts not only on behalf of Elijah, but also on behalf of 

those who are associated with the prophet, even a foreigner, the widow of Zarephath. 

8 The word of the LORD came to [Elijah,] saying, 9 “Go now to Zarephath, which belongs to 

Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10 So he set out and 

went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering 

sticks; he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may drink.” 11 As 

she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your 

hand.” 12 But she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of 

meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go 

home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” 13 Elijah said to her, 

“Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it 

to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and your son. 14 For thus says 

the LORD the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail 

until the day that the LORD sends rain on the earth.” 15 She went and did as Elijah said, so that 

she as well as he and her household ate for many days. 16 The jar of meal was not emptied, 

neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD that he spoke by Elijah. 

Response after the First Reading 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM PSALM 146 

 1 Hal- | lelujah! 

  Praise the Lord, | O my soul! 

 2 I will praise the Lord as long | as I live; 

  I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being. 

 3 Put not your | trust in rulers, 

  in mortals in whom there | is no help. 
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 4 When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth, 

  and in that day | their thoughts perish. R 

 5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 

  whose hope is in the | Lord their God; 

 6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 

  who keeps promis- | es forever; 

 7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger. 

  The Lord sets the | captive free. 

 8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who | are bowed down; 

  the Lord | loves the righteous. R 

 9 The Lord cares | for the stranger; 

  the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked. 

 10 The Lord shall | reign forever, 

  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah! R 

SECOND READING HEBREWS 9:24-28 

The letter to the Hebrews describes Christ as a high priest who offers himself as a sacrifice for our 

sin. Christ does not die again and again each year. He died once, is alive with God, and will reveal 

himself on the last day. 

24 Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true one, but 

he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 25 Nor 

was it to offer himself again and again, as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after 

year with blood that is not his own; 26 for then he would have had to suffer again and again 

since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the 

age to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 And just as it is appointed for mortals to die 

once, and after that the judgment, 28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of 

many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly 

waiting for him. 

Response after the Second Reading 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
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Please rise in body or in spirit. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

The gospel is announced. 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark the Twelfth Chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL  MARK 12:38-44 

After engaging in a series of public arguments with religious leaders in the temple, Jesus contrasts 

the proud and oppressive ways of those leaders with the sacrificial humility and poverty of the 

widow. 

38 As [Jesus] taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, 

and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39 and to have the best seats in the 

synagogues and places of honor at banquets! 40 They devour widows’ houses and for the 

sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” 

  41 He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the 

treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. 42 A poor widow came and put in two small 

copper coins, which are worth a penny. 43 Then he called his disciples and said to them, 

“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the 

treasury. 44 For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her 

poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” 

The gospel concludes: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sit 

SERMON  PASTOR JAY SERAFIN 

Silence is kept after the reflection. 

 

Please rise in body or in spirit. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  LBW #406 
“Take My Life, that I May Be” 
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APOSTLES CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our neighbors, the 

church, and all of creation. 

 

Each portion of the prayers ends with these words: 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

We offer our prayers to you, gracious God, trusting in your boundless love for all 

that you have made, through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

We share a sign of Peace with our neighbors saying Peace be with you to which 

we respond And also with you. Please know that it is fine if you do not want to shake hands but 

would rather just share a sign of peace. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Sit 

OFFERING   
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. To give 

online: 

 Visit apostles-elca.org/contributions 

 From your mobile phone, text the word GIVE to 844-215-5453 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN  ELW #184 
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Please rise in body or in spirit 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, you offered yourself in love for the 

world, and in this meal you nourish us with your life. Fill us with your abundance, 

that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, trusting in your name. 

Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The thanksgiving continues with the preface. 

… we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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The thanksgiving continues. 

… with every breath. 

We praise you, O God. 

The great thanksgiving continues. 

… into the future. 

We bless you, O God. 

The great thanksgiving continues. 

… with us now. 

We thank you, O God. 

The great thanksgiving continues. 

… we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

The great thanksgiving concludes. 

… in your church without end. 

Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Behold, God is making all things new. Take your place in the new creation. 
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Sit 

COMMUNION 
All are invited to join us at the Lord’s table to receive the presence of Jesus through the bread and 

wine. Jesus himself invites you and Jesus turns no one away. 

You will be invited to come forward either to receive the elements or to receive a blessing. For 

those receiving the elements, after receiving the bread, please take a glass from the tray held by 

the acolyte. There are pre-filled glasses of grape juice in the tray for those who do not drink wine. 

Gluten free wafers are also available upon request. 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

HYMN DURING COMMUNION  ELW #712 
“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” 
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After all have returned to their places, all rise in body or in spirit. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. 

Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. Faithful God, you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 

in the body and blood of your Son. Now send us out to labor with you, in service to 

the world you have made, and among the people you have made your home, 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission back into the world. 

BLESSING 
The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, 

poured out, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  ELW #439 
“Soon and Very Soon” 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ.  

Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 

********* 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 Serving Today Serving Next Week 

Worship Leader/Preacher  Pastor Jay Serafin   Pastor Jay Serafin 

Lay Assisting Minister   Sue Turner  Pete Liljeberg  

Lector   David Leunig   Christina Badger 

Acolyte   Chase Ambrose  Reagan Jay 

Accompanist    Janet Gomez   Janet Gomez  

Altar Care   Janet Gomez  Christina Badger  

Communion Bread   Janet Gomez  Betsy Liljeberg  

Greeter/Usher  Cynthia Lowe   Betsy Liljeberg 

Technology   Jason Lowe   Doug Dalager 

SERVANTS FOR THE WEEK 
 Serving This Week Serving Next Week 

Cleaning Team   Gomez/Grimes  Liljebergs 

Tellers    Ray Scholz/Ben Grimes   Don Garfield/Betsy Liljeberg 

Fellowship Set Up   Jennie Hawkins   Ray Scholz 

Fellowship Food   Donna Ambrose/Ellen Quirk   Agape Meal 

Fellowship Clean Up   Donna Ambrose/Barbara Runk Badgers 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 

First Reading: 

Daniel 12:1-3 
The deliverance of God’s people at the end 

Psalm 16 

My heart is glad and my spirit rejoices; my body 

shall rest in hope 

Second Reading: 

Hebrews 10:11-14[15-18] 19-25 

The way to God opened through Christ’s death 

Gospel: Mark 13:1-8 

Warnings to ambitious disciples
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PICTURE TAKING DAY – TUESDAY!! 

Don’t forget to keep your appointment for getting your picture taken on Tuesday, 

November 12th – there is a schedule on the table in the narthex. If you have any 

questions, please contact Irene Albert and 804-824-6733.  

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING – NEXT SUNDAY 

There will a congregational meeting next Sunday, November 17th, after worship to 

approve the ministry spending plan for 2025. We will have an “agape” worship 

service – please bring a brunch dish to share and please make plans to attend the 

meeting! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL – TODAY!! 

Sunday School will be held after worship today. We are using a dynamic curriculum, 

Bible Song - Faith 5. This curriculum has been used in past years and is an 

engaging program that incorporates song, humorous skits, and signing as we learn 

about the Bible Narrative. We will begin with the Old Testament stories. To assist in 

building “reflective, resilient children and solid family relationships” we will 

incorporate 5 easy steps for families. This is a curriculum for all ages!! Please join 

us!! 

BULLETIN SPONSORSHIP 

The bulletin last Sunday was sponsored by Pastor Jay and Jamie in honor of their 

17th wedding anniversary and the bulletin for today is sponsored by Don Garfield in 

honor of his great-granddaughter’s birthday. Sign up to sponsor a bulletin for 

your special occasions – there is a signup sheet in the narthex – LOTS of 

opportunities!  
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THOUGHTS FOR TODAY 

BE NOT AFRAID 

How would you live if you were not afraid? Fear is used by politicians to gain our 

votes, by the media to get our attention, by advertising firms to sell us what we 

don’t need, and by TV evangelists to get our donations. What fears are used against 

us? One is scarcity, the fear that we won’t have enough or won’t get our share. Our 

false belief that having more money and “stuff” will save us binds us as slaves. In 

many cases, having less can free us to live by faith. The writer of Hebrews 11:1 

states, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 

seen.” Normally, we read forward from this verse, but the word “Now” is a clue that 

we should look back. Hebrews 10:39 says, “But we are not among those who shrink 

back and so are lost, but among those who have faith and so are saved.” Who 

shrinks back? Those who are afraid. Who are saved? By implication, those who do 

not shrink back and are not afraid. So fear is not only a faith issue but an issue of 

our salvation. And is that not what we would expect? What more do we need to be 

saved from than our worst fears? What good is a savior who does not help us 

confront our fears? As noted above, our fears are the handles that marketers, 

politicians, and supervisors often use to control us and bend us to their plans and 

desires. But like the pain that warns us of injury and nausea that tells us we are 

becoming ill, our fear has a positive use: it lets us know our vulnerability, and it tells 

us what we truly value and truly trust. “We walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7). 

The powers and principalities promise us what we can see. Where do put our true 

faith and trust? 

 

APOSTLES LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Today we gather on the original and ancestral homelands of the Pamunkey, 

Mattaponi, Chickahominy, Rappahannock, and Nansemond peoples and we give 

thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to recognize 

and honor all our indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their 

home. 
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COMMEMORATIONS 

“The saints are to be remembered so that we may strengthen our faith when we see 

how they experienced grace and how they were helped by faith.”  

- On November 11th, we remember Martin, Bishop of Tours, who died in 397, 

and Søren Aabye Kierkegaard, a teacher who died in 1855. Martin's pagan 

father enlisted him in the Roman army. Approached by a beggar, Martin cut his 

cloak in half and gave part to the man, whom he later understood as 

representing Christ. He asked to leave the army, but was jailed instead. After his 

release, he became a preacher, and later a bishop. Kierkegaard was a Danish 

theologian whose writings also gave rise to the modern philosophy of 

existentialism. He frequently attacked the complacency of the state church of his 

day, as well as its desire to be accepted by polite society rather than be a 

stumbling block. 

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS 

We will be completing a couple of the God’s Work, Our Hands projects from October 

26th this Saturday, November 16th – if you can help, please meet at the church at 

9:00 AM.  

SUPPLIES FOR GUEST 

During the month of November, we will be collecting items for GUEST, the shelter 

for our neighbors living without a home. Please consider picking an item or two – 

thanks – you can either drop them off at the shelter on Moose Drive or place them 

in the bin located next to the display in the narthex.  
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PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Rich Bitting, Manning Freeman, Don Garfield, Ellen Quirk, Michael Schlemmer, Keith & 

Juanita Sturdy, George Thomas, Jewel Thomas, Lena Woodlief 

OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

Patricia Armentor, Paul Bauer, Darlene Bayline, Karen Bell (Pam Moore’s sister), Bob and 

Dixie, Calli Bonfey, Patricia Boyd & Brad Zelmer, Amanda Brown, David Brown, Sally 

Burkholder, Amy Carter, the Clements family, Laura Clodfelter, Jackie Collier, Ben 

Davis (friend of Donna Ambrose), Tommy & Kathie Davis, Jenny DeSha, Colton Elliot 

(Michael Schlemmer’s cousin), Emily, Laura Fleige (Janet Gomez’s sister), Teresa 

Floersheim-Miller (Ingrid Peterson’s mother),  Suzanne Gibson, Steven Godwin (Juanita 

Sturdy’s grandson), Jimmy & Fay Gray (Chris Hawkins’ family), Bill Grimes, Shirley Grimes (Ben 

Grimes’ mother), Karen Guire, Mike Hall, Melvin Hawkins (Chris Hawkins’ father), 

Chaneice Hayden (Daniel Hayden), Rosie Heins, Sherry Helpap, Carl & Kaleb Hess, Adam 

Hewko (nephew of the Hansons), Aris Hibbs (friend of Ray Scholz), Spencer Hodges, Suzanne 

Kinkade (friend of Ellen Quirk), the Little Family, Marion Lucier, Manuel, Lotte Mathias, 

Wayne Mathews,  Michael, Sylvia Midgette (grandmother of Krystle McMahan), Debbie 

Minteins, Keith Morgan, Michael Oesterling, Carol Pascale (Lynn Jaeger’s mother), Chastity 

Perkins (co-worker and friend of Donna Ambrose), Brad Person (Lilly Frost’s uncle), Dick Peterson & 

his brother, Monique Raposa, Joan Ritter, Glen Robertson, Carol Schlemmer, James 

Schollian (friend of Nancy Wagner), Michael Scholz (nephew of Ray Scholz), Scott, Erin 

Seamonson (Lara Jaeger), Joseph and Margaret Serafin (Pastor Jay’s parents), Kathy 

Shackleford, Elana Sierson, Fred Smith, Tammy Smith, Jean Sterling, Susie, Dave Wagner 

(husband of Nancy), Cathy Walker (friend of Linda Hodges), Chuck Webb (Tina Britt’s father), 

Makenzie Webb (niece of Tina Britt), Elizabeth & Steven White, Cory Woodlief, Jim Wright 

(Judy Wright’s husband), Logan and Shannon Wymer, Greg Yvonovich (friend of Margaret & 

Ben Grimes), Derek Zwiers (friend of CK Ambrose) 

OUR SPONSORED CHILDREN IN GUATEMALA 
Amayra, Hugolino and Manuela 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
There is a book located at the rear of the worship space for you to write any prayer requests 

you have for today. Fill out a “Prayer Request” (on the back of each pew) and place it in the 

offering plate to add a prayer request to the “Prayer List” included in the bulletin and the 

newsletter. Please print legibly! 



 

The liturgical texts and music are from Sundays and Seasons (sundaysandseasons.com) copyright © 

2024 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#SB149450. Hymnody made available through One License Annual License with Podcasting Renewal A-

717259. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES 
NOVEMBER 10, 2024 – NOVEMBER 17, 2024 

TODAY 10:00 AM Worship Service  

11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship 

11:00 AM Sunday School for All Ages 

MONDAY 4:00 PM – 8:00 PM Pastor Jay in the office             

7:00 PM Congregation Council Meeting 

7:00 PM AA 

TUESDAY 2:00 PM – 8:30 PM  Pastor Jay in the office         

 PICTURE TAKING DAY 

 7:00 PM Al-Anon/AA 

WEDNESDAY 9:30 AM Jubilee Churches at Apostles 

7:00 PM Choir Practice 

THURSDAY 3:00 PM – 4:00 PM Pastor Jay in the office                 

3:00 PM Preaching Guild  

FRIDAY  Girls Scouts 

SATURDAY 9:00 AM Finish GWOH Projects 

6:30 PM Young and Sober 

SUNDAY 10:00 AM Agape Worship Service – 

 World Hunger 

11:00 AM Congregational Meeting Fellowship 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO … 

David Leunig – November 10th  | Matthew Hautz – November 11th  


