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TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
November 10, 2024

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
34 E. Orange Street
Shippensburg, PA 17257-1993
Web Site: memluth.org
E-mail: office@memluth.org
717-532-4614

Welcoming all
Reaching out in love
Growing together in Christ
Worshiping and serving in Jesus’ hame

Reverend Godfred Effisah
717-532-4614 (church office) or 571-572-0119 (cell)
pastor@memiluth.org
Office hours: Monday through Thursday: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Children are an active part of Memorial’s community of faith! We welcome you to
worship each week! Children’s bulletins and Quiet Bags (lots of exciting things
to do!) are available at the doors coming from the parking lot. Please take one
of each as they may help your children bring smiles into our time of worship!


https://memluth.breezechms.com/people/view/46108831#

Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church. As you prepare for
Worship, please silence your cell phone, complete the connection
card and place it in the offering plate.

INTRODUCTION

Widows are visible everywhere in today’s readings. Jesus denounces
those scribes who pray impressive prayers but devour widows’ houses.
He commends the poor widow who in his view gave far more than the
major donors. Jesus doesn’t see her simply as an object of
compassion or charity. She, like the widow of Zarephath who shares
her last bit of food with Elijah, does something of great importance.

GATHERING
WELCOME
PRELUDE Bradley Drake

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please kneel or stand as you are able.

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our refuge, our delight, our
beginning and our end.
Amen.

Let us come in truth before the one who loves us and has freed us
from our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, we confess that sin has
taken hold of us and we are complicit in its power. We are
disturbed in spirit and our hearts cannot rest. Unbind us and set
us free. Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, that we may live
just and generous lives for the good of your world and the care of
our neighbors, following in the servant way of Jesus.

Amen.

These words are trustworthy and true: Christ bore our sins once, for all,
on the cross, swallowing up death forever. For his sake, you are +
forgiven and God remembers your sin no more. Let your heart be glad
again, and rejoice in your salvation.

Amen.



Please stand as you are able.

GATHERING HYMN “For the Fruit of All Creation” ELW 679
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together.

O God, you show forth your almighty power chiefly by reaching
out to us in mercy. Grant us the fullness of your grace, strengthen
our trust in your promises, and bring all the world to share in the
treasures that come through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.
WORD

FIRST READING 1 Kings 17:8-16
This chapter begins the story of Elijah. God sends a drought on Israel
because of the sins of King Ahab. This passage depicts God’s saving
acts not only on behalf of Elijah, but also on behalf of those who are
associated with the prophet, even a foreigner, the widow of Zarephath.

®The word of the LorRD came to [Elijah,] saying, ““Go now to Za-
rephath, which belongs to Sidon, and live there; for | have commanded
a widow there to feed you.” 'So he set out and went to Zarephath.
When he came to the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering
sticks; he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, so
that | may drink.” '’ As she was going to bring it, he called to her and
said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” '“But she said, “As
the LORD your God lives, | have nothing baked, only a handful of meal
in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; | am now gathering a couple of sticks, so
that | may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may
eat it, and die.” " Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and do as you
have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and
afterwards make something for yourself and your son. ' For thus says
the LORD the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the
jug of oil will not fail until the day that the LORD sends rain on the
earth.” '° She went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and
her household ate for many days. '° The jar of meal was not emptied,
neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD that he
spoke by Elijah.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 146 READ RESPONSIVELY
" Hallelujah!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!
“1 will praise the LORD as long as | live;
| will sing praises to my God while | have my being.
*Put not your trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there is no help.



“When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
and in that day their thoughts perish.

°Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the LORD their God;

®who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;

"who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who
hunger.
The LORD sets the captive free.

®The LoRD opens the eyes of the blind; the Lorob lifts up those
who are bowed down;
the LoRbD loves the righteous.

°The LoRbD cares for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of
the wicked.

'"“The LoRrbD shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING Hebrews 9:24-28
The letter to the Hebrews describes Christ as a high priest who offers
himself as a sacrifice for our sin. Christ does not die again and again
each year. He died once, is alive with God, and will reveal himself on
the last day.

“* Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy
of the true one, but he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the
presence of God on our behalf. “Nor was it to offer himself again and
again, as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year with
blood that is not his own; “°for then he would have had to suffer again
and again since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has
appeared once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by the
sacrifice of himself. ” And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once,
and after that the judgment, “*so Christ, having been offered once to
bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin,
but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. The LORD raises up the poor from the dust, to make them
inherit a seat of honor. Alleluia. (1 Sam. 2:8)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 12th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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GOSPEL Mark 12:38-44
After engaging in a series of public arguments with religious leaders in
the temple, Jesus contrasts the proud and oppressive ways of those
leaders with the sacrificial humility and poverty of the widow.

% As [Jesus] taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk
around in long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplac-
es, *’and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of hon-
or at banquets! “° They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of ap-
pearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater condemna-
tion.” *" He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd put-
ting money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. ““A
poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a
penny. “’Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly | tell you,
this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to
the treasury. “For all of them have contributed out of their abundance;
but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to
live on.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Take My Life, that | May Be” ELW 685

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our neigh-
bors, the church, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Heavenly Father, thank you for your word that teaches us what is right
and wrong. Help us by your grace to treasure it in our hearts, meditate
upon it daily and share it with others especially during our year of the
Bible. May your holy word settle in our hearts, families and be at the
center of our congregational life. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Gracious and Justice-loving God, we ask your special blessing on
farmworkers. They work long and hard to grow the food we eat. But
they cannot always afford to feed their families. You desire that all
people may thrive and live lives of wholeness. Yet, poverty and
mistreatment prevent most farm workers from achieving this goal.
God of all creation give us the courage and commitment to support
the plight of farmworkers’ struggle for justice, especially in our
homeland. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, you have revealed your glory to all nations
by granting us a peaceful election, and we are grateful to you. God of
power and might, wisdom and justice, assist our newly elected
president and leaders with your spirit of counsel and good judg-
ment. May their administration be characterized by an ever-increasing
desire to unite us as one nation. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of peace, we pray that you bless all those who have served our
country through service in the armed forces. Grant healing to those
veterans who have been wounded, be it in body, mind, or soul. We
pray especially for those young men and women who come home to
lives of suffering and loneliness. Bring peace to our hearts, the hearts
of all veterans, and the regions in which they fought. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Renew your people, O God. Protect those in our communities who are
vulnerable or ill (especially). Accompany persons who are unemployed
or underemployed, children who are in foster care, and those who live
alone. Watch over and uphold them. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
9



Here other intercessions may be offered.

Happy are those whose help was in you. We give thanks for all your
faithful ones who praised you as their God all their life long. As we ea-
gerly wait for you, inspire us by their lives of service. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

We offer our prayers to you, gracious God, trusting in your boundless
love for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please be seated.

SENIOR CHOIR OFFERTORY “Day By Day” - Berg & Leaf

The Ushers will collect the offering.

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” ELW 884

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

MEAL

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray together.

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, you offered yourself in love
for the world, and in this meal you nourish us with your life. Fill us
with your abundance, that we may feed the hungry and welcome
the stranger, trusting in your name.

Amen.
10



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE FOR SUNDAYS AFTER PENTECOST

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all plac-
es offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ
our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Read Together
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you
gave your only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but
have eternal life. Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your
holy will and accomplished our salvation.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving Passion
and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to
come again, we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, not as we
ought, but as we are able; and we implore you mercifully to accept our
11



praise and thanksgiving, and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless
us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine; that we
and all who share in the body and blood of your Son may be filled with
heavenly peace and joy, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be
sanctified in soul and body, and have our portion with all your saints.

All glory and honor is yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord remember us in your Kingdom, and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Behold, God is making all things new. Take your place in the new
creation.
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Please be seated.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come forward by the center
aisle at the usher’s direction. If you choose to have wine for commun-
ion, take an empty cup from the usher. If you prefer grape juice,
receive a pre-filled cup at the altar. If you or a child has never received
the sacrament, fold hands to receive a blessing instead. After receiving
communion or a blessing, you may choose to remain at the altar for
extra time in prayer. When you return to your pew do so by the side
aisles. Please deposit the empty cup in the basket.

COMMUNION HYMN “Breathe on Me Breath of God” Senior Choir
Please stand as you are able.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together.

Faithful God, you have spread before us a feast of rich food and
drink in the body and blood of your Son. Now send us out to labor
with you, in service to the world you have made, and among the
people you have made your home, in Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the
Indwelling One, poured out, + bless you now and forever.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN “Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand” ELW 441
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Please be seated.

POSTLUDE Bradley Drake

13



From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #SAS004243. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copy-
right © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation
on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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