
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 10, 2024 

Remembrance Sunday 

CHORAL EVENSONG 
The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine  
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St. John’s acknowledges these lands of the Lekwungen people. 

Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria 

We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of this 
community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive and serving 
community which is open to all. 
Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long history 
and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and opportunity for 
prayer and to be a part of our community. 
We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage) are 
available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

Worship  
The Sunday morning service takes place in-person, is also live streamed and is accessible on Zoom.  
Sunday Evensong also takes place in person and livestreamed on the church website and Facebook pages. 
Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website either live or via recording. 
  

Contacting Us: The church office is open Monday-Friday, 9:30am-12:30pm. The main email for contact 
is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for yourself or for another, there will be members of our 
Pastoral Care Team who will offer their prayers. Please contact: the church office at the above email address.  
You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t. Please 
stay and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

Assisting with tonight’s Liturgy 
Officiant: The Venerable Alastair Singh-McCollum Music:  A Quartet of Singers 
Co-Officiant: Ruth MacIntosh                David Stratkauskas, Director of Music  
Welcomer: Bill Williamson                              
   

A note about language 
In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder – realising that any language 
about God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God as male, or in 
terms which elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not to restrict or define our 
understanding of God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about the Divine: instead, we use the 
beauty of the words and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of the God beyond all words. 

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation. 

 

 
 

  

If you would like to give to support the work and ministries of St. John the Divine you 

can do so in the offering plate which is by the Garden door, there are also envelopes in 

the book stand which can make your gifts tax efficient.  Alternatively, you can scan this 

QR code which will take you to our Canada Helps giving page.  Thank you for your 

support. 

 

mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
Please stand at the entrance of the clergy.  

Prelude   
 
The officiant gives a short welcome. 

The Responses  Smith 
 Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
 Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 Cantor: O God, make speed to save us. 
 Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
  Praise ye the Lord. (The Lord’s name be praised.) 
 

Please be seated for the singing of the psalm. 

Psalm    82 

1  God standeth in the congregation of princes * he is a Judge among gods. 
2  How long will ye give wrong judgement * and accept the persons of the ungodly? 
3  Defend the poor and fatherless * see that such as are in need and necessity have right. 
4  Deliver the out-cast and poor * save them from the hand of the ungodly. 
5  They will not be learned nor understand, but walk on still in darkness * all the 
foundations of the earth are out of course. 
6  I have said, Ye are gods * and ye are all the children of the most Highest. 
7  But ye shall die like men * and fall like one of the princes. 
8  Arise, O God, and judge thou the earth * for thou shalt take all heathen to  
thine inheritance. 

Please stand for the Gloria Patri: 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost, 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

First Lesson    Judges 7:2-22 

The LORD said to Gideon, ‘The troops with you are too many for me to give the Midianites 
into their hand. Israel would only take the credit away from me, saying, “My own hand has 
delivered me.” Now therefore proclaim this in the hearing of the troops, “Whoever is 
fearful and trembling, let him return home.” ’ Thus Gideon sifted them out; twenty-two 
thousand returned, and ten thousand remained. 



 4 

Then the LORD said to Gideon, ‘The troops are still too many; take them down to the water 
and I will sift them out for you there. When I say, “This one shall go with you”, he shall go 
with you; and when I say, “This one shall not go with you”, he shall not go.’ So he brought 
the troops down to the water; and the LORD said to Gideon, ‘All those who lap the water 
with their tongues, as a dog laps, you shall put to one side; all those who kneel down to 
drink, putting their hands to their mouths, you shall put to the other side.’ The number of 
those that lapped was three hundred; but all the rest of the troops knelt down to drink 
water. Then the LORD said to Gideon, ‘With the three hundred that lapped I will deliver you, 
and give the Midianites into your hand. Let all the others go to their homes.’ So he took 
the jars of the troops from their hands, and their trumpets; and he sent all the rest of Israel 
back to their own tents, but retained the three hundred. The camp of Midian was below 
him in the valley. 

That same night the LORD said to him, ‘Get up, attack the camp; for I have given it into your 
hand. But if you fear to attack, go down to the camp with your servant Purah; and you shall 
hear what they say, and afterwards your hands shall be strengthened to attack the camp.’ 
Then he went down with his servant Purah to the outposts of the armed men that were in 
the camp. The Midianites and the Amalekites and all the people of the east lay along the 
valley as thick as locusts; and their camels were without number, countless as the sand on 
the seashore. When Gideon arrived, there was a man telling a dream to his comrade; and 
he said, ‘I had a dream, and in it a cake of barley bread tumbled into the camp of Midian, 
and came to the tent, and struck it so that it fell; it turned upside down, and the tent 
collapsed.’ And his comrade answered, ‘This is no other than the sword of Gideon son of 
Joash, a man of Israel; into his hand God has given Midian and all the army.’ 

When Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, he worshipped; and he 
returned to the camp of Israel, and said, ‘Get up; for the LORD has given the army of Midian 
into your hand.’ After he divided the three hundred men into three companies, and put 
trumpets into the hands of all of them, and empty jars, with torches inside the jars, he said 
to them, ‘Look at me, and do the same; when I come to the outskirts of the camp, do as I 
do. When I blow the trumpet, I and all who are with me, then you also blow the trumpets 
around the whole camp, and shout, “For the LORD and for Gideon!” ’ 

So Gideon and the hundred who were with him came to the outskirts of the camp at the 
beginning of the middle watch, when they had just set the watch; and they blew the 
trumpets and smashed the jars that were in their hands. So the three companies blew the 
trumpets and broke the jars, holding in their left hands the torches, and in their right hands 
the trumpets to blow; and they cried, ‘A sword for the LORD and for Gideon!’ Every man 
stood in his place all around the camp, and all the men in camp ran; they cried out and 
fled. When they blew the three hundred trumpets, the LORD set every man’s sword against 
his fellow and against all the army; and the army fled as far as Beth-shittah towards 
Zererah, as far as the border of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath. 

Please stand. 
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Magnificat Text: Luke 1:46-55  Music: Adrian Batten (1591-1637), 4th Service 
MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  For he hath 
regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call 
me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his Name.  And his mercy is on 
them that fear him throughout all generations.  He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath 
scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He hath put down the mighty from their 
seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He hath filled the hungry with good things; and 
the rich he hath sent empty away.  He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel;  As 
he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

Please be seated. 

Second Lesson John 15:9-17 

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 
and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that 
your joy may be complete. 

‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do 
what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 
know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known 
to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose 
you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give 
you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may 
love one another. 

Please stand. 

Nunc Dimittis  Text: Luke 2:29-32  Music: Adrian Batten (1591-1637), 4th Service 
LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all people; To be a light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.    

Apostles’ Creed 

 All: I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his only 
Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The third day he rose 
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The 
Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 
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Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects 
 Cantor: The Lord be with you; 
 Choir: And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor: Let us pray. 

Please remain standing, kneel, or be seated as is your preference for prayer. 

 Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we 
forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  
Amen. 

 Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
 Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save the King; 
 Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 Cantor: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
 Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save thy people; 
 Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
 Cantor: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
 Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

1st Collect, of the day:  
O God, whose blessed Son was manifested that he might destroy the works of the devil 
and make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant us, we beseech thee, that, 
having this hope, we may purify ourselves even as he is pure; that, when he shall appear 
again with power and great glory, we may be made like unto him in his eternal and glorious 
kingdom; where with thee, O Father, and thee, O Holy Ghost, he liveth and reigneth ever, 
one God, world without end. Amen. 

2nd Collect, for Peace: 

  O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give 
unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set 
to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our 
enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour.  Amen. 

3rd Collect, for Aid Against All Perils: 

  LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from 
all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
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Anthem  
Please be seated for the anthem.  

When David heard that Absalom was slain 
He went up into his chamber over the gate and wept, 
and thus he said: my son, my son, O Absalom my son, would God I had died for thee! 

Text: 2 Samuel 18:33 
Music: Thomas Tomkins (1572-1656) 

 

 

Please remain seated, kneel, or stand as is your preference for prayer. 

Intercessions 

Please stand to sing the hymn: 

Hymn  Text: John Bell (1949- ). Music: John Bell, WHAT SHALL WE PRAY? 

 © GIA Publications Inc, all rights reserved, Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605 

 

1. What shall we pray for those who died  
those on whose death our lives relied?  
Silenced by war but not denied,  
God give them peace. 

4. What shall we pray for those who know  
nothing of war, and cannot show  
grief or regret for friend or foe?  
God give them peace. 

2. What shall we pray for those who mourn  
friendships and love, their fruit unborn?  
Though years have passed, hearts still are torn;  
God give them peace. 

5. What shall we pray for those who fear  
war, in some guise, may reappear  
looking attractive and sincere?  
God give them peace. 

3. What shall we pray for those who live  
tied to the past they can’t forgive  
haunted by terrors they relive?  
God give them peace. 

6. God give us peace and, more than this,  
show us the path where justice is;  
let us never be remiss  
working for peace that lasts. 

 

Sermon 
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Hymn (CP 528) Text: Ps. 90; para. Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt. 

 Music: ST. ANNE,.William Croft (1678-1727). 

 

1. O God, our help in ages past,  
 our hope for years to come,  
our shelter from the stormy blast,  
 and our eternal home: 

4. A thousand ages in thy sight  
 are like an evening gone,  
short as the watch that ends the night  
 before the rising sun. 

2. under the shadow of thy throne  
 thy saints have dwelt secure;  
sufficient is thine arm alone,  
 and our defence is sure. 

5. Time like an ever-rolling stream  
 bears all our years away;  
they fly forgotten, as a dream  
 dies at the opening day. 

3. Before the hills in order stood,  
 or earth received its frame,  
from everlasting thou art God,  
 to endless years the same. 

6. O God, our help in ages past,  
 our hope for years to come,  
be thou our guard while troubles last,  
 and our eternal home. 

  

 

The Blessing or Grace 

Organ Voluntary     Elegy George Thalben-Ball (1896-1987) 

 

The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine   
(Diocese of British Columbia / Anglican Church of Canada) 

1611 Quadra Street Victoria BC  V8W 2L5     250.383.7169      
stjohnthedivine.bc.ca           facebook.com/musicSJD 

 


