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“Battleground City-State” -  Part 2 – Mind of Wisdom,   Revelation 17: 7-13

INTRODUCTION:  In beginning a study of Revelation 17 (and 18), we must remember that Revelation 16 described the seventh bowl judgment (verses 17-21), the details of which are continued in Revelation 19.  So these two chapters are a sort of “bowl interlude,” a parenthetical pause in the movement of the book to present information to help us better understand the final events of the Great Tribulation.

BABYLON
· Representative of everything Satan is and all that he does to undermine the truth and oppose God
 				
1.  RECEIVES DISCERNMENT 
“But the angel said to me, ‘Why did you marvel? I will tell you the mystery of the woman and of the beast that carries her, which has the seven heads and the ten horns.’”						     								Revelation 17:7

· Witness the Tragedy – Daniel 7:28
· Worship the Trickery – 2 Thessalonians 2: 9-10


2.  REALIZES THE DESTINATION
“’The beast that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition. And those who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names are not written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world,…’”
											Revelation 17:8a		
			                            
· Perdition  – Hebrews 10:39
· Paradise – Revelation 2:7

3.  REINFORCES THE DISTINCTION
These are of one mind, and they will give their power and authority to the beast.”														Revelation 17:13

· Purpose to Surrender – Nehemiah 4:7-8
· Persecuted Saints – Revelation 17:6

CONCLUSION
Those who trust in the Lord and have the mind of Christ are not influenced by the harlot of defeated by the kings.  Once again, John points out that the true believers are the “overcomers.”
Satan’s counterfeit religion is subtle, requiring spiritual discernment to recognize.  It was Paul’s great concern that the local churches he founded not be seduced away from their sincere devotion to Christ (2 Cor. 11: 1-4). 
In every age, there is the tremendous pressure to conform to “popular religion” to abandon the fundamentals of the faith.  In these last days, we all need to heed the admonitions in 1 Timothy 4 and 2 Timothy 3 to remain true to our Lord.
Warren Wiersbe,  Be Victorious  
