A Message of Steadfast Love
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Happy Easter Beloved,
· Last week, we celebrated Palm Sunday.
· In the Gospel of John, read…John 12:1ff - 12 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 14 And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written,
· 15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion; 
behold, your king is coming,
    sitting on a donkey's colt!”
· 16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 
· There is a stunning reversal in the story of Jesus Christ.
· The people anticipated the Messiah to come and overthrow all oppressors…
· Instead… Jesus links the hour of his glory with his death (John 12:23,33).
· The crowd anticipated the Rabbi to liberate them from the gentile oppression…
· Instead… Greeks ask simply… “Sir, we wish to see Jesus” (John 12:21) and the Christ proclaims…
· 46 I have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness. 47 If anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. 
· Expectations reversed…
· Glory  Grotesque
· Righteous  Accursed
· Powerful  Impotent
· But on Easter morning…
· There was an even greater reversal that what the multitude with their palm branches could of anticipated…
· The old order of Adam  Firstfruits of the resurrection (1 Cor. 15)
· The way of decay and disease  New Creation in a Risen Body (2 Cor. 5:17)
· Hopelessness in the face of Death  The Vindication of the One who Justifies Sinners (1 Tim. 3:16)
· Here at the end of Zephaniah…. There is a grand reversal.
· There has been a clear message of overwhelming disaster.
· Like an “ominous cloud”[footnoteRef:1] at the family picnic. [1:  Stephen G. Dempster, Dominion and dynasty:  A theology of the Hebrew Bible, 185] 

· Obadiah announced to Edom (845 BC)…
·  15 For the day of the Lord is near upon all the nations.
As you have done, it shall be done to you;
    your deeds shall return on your own head.
· Amos heralded among Israel ((760 BC)…
·  18 Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord!
    Why would you have the day of the Lord?
It is darkness, and not light,
· Joel announced to Judah (835 BC)…
· 15 Alas for the day!
For the day of the Lord is near,
    and as destruction from the Almighty it comes.
· If we have been listening to the album of the minor prophets… the book of the 12…
· What is sometimes called “12 angry men”
· We would expect the first two chapter in Zephaniah… with so much doom and gloom to sound like all creation unraveling (Zeph. 2:1ff)…
· Will the expectations from Hosea (722 BC) become Zephaniah’s experience…?
· Hosea 1:3ff - 3 So he went and took Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son.
· 4 And the Lord said to him, “Call his name Jezreel, for in just a little while I will punish the house of Jehu for the blood of Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel.  
· 6 She conceived again and bore a daughter. And the Lord said to him, “Call her name No Mercy, for I will no more have mercy on the house of Israel, to forgive them at all.  
· 8 When she had weaned No Mercy, she conceived and bore a son. 9 And the Lord said, “Call his name Not My People, for you are not my people, and I am not your God.”
· Amazingly… 
· The Prophet announces that the day of the LORD will be a day of steadfast love.
· As the Arrival of the King and the announcement of the King make know the wonders of His grace. 
· 

Reading of God’s Word 
14 Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion;
    shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
    O daughter of Jerusalem!
15 The Lord has taken away the judgments against you;
    he has cleared away your enemies.
The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst;
    you shall never again fear evil.
16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
“Fear not, O Zion;
    let not your hands grow weak.
17 The Lord your God is in your midst,
    a mighty one who will save;
he will rejoice over you with gladness;
    he will quiet you by his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing.
18 I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival,
    so that you will no longer suffer reproach.
19 Behold, at that time I will deal
    with all your oppressors.
And I will save the lame
    and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise
    and renown in all the earth.
20 At that time I will bring you in,
    at the time when I gather you together;
for I will make you renowned and praised
    among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes
    before your eyes,” says the Lord.


Preaching of God’s Word 
1. The Arrival of the King (vs. 14-17)
a. 14 Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion;
    shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
    O daughter of Jerusalem!
i. Four commands in rapid fire succession…
1. “give a ringing cry”
a. When the prophet Isaiah talks about the eternal covenant of peace… we hear… 54 “Sing, O barren one, who did not bear;
    break forth into singing and cry aloud,
    you who have not been in labor!
For the children of the desolate one will be more
    than the children of her who is married,” says the Lord.
2. “shout in triumph over your enemies”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  ] 

a. When Jeremiah describes the fall of Babylon…
i. Jer. 50:15 - Raise a shout against her all around;
    she has surrendered;
her bulwarks have fallen;
    her walls are thrown down.
For this is the vengeance of the Lord:
    take vengeance on her;
    do to her as she has done. 
3. “rejoicing”
a. When Moses feared speaking to Pharaoh, God said…
i. Ex. 4:14 - 14 Then the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses and he said, “Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? I know that he can speak well. Behold, he is coming out to meet you, and when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart.
4. “sing”
a. When David anticipated God scattering His enemies…
i. Ps. 68:3ff - 3 But the righteous shall be glad;
    they shall exult before God;
    they shall be jubilant with joy!
ii. 4 Sing to God, sing praises to his name;
    lift up a song to him who rides through the deserts;
his name is the Lord;
    exult before him!
5 Father of the fatherless and protector of widows
    is God in his holy habitation.
b. POINT:  “By piling up every available expression of joy, the prophet leaps across the vale of gloom into the realm of grace-beyond-devastation.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Robertson, The Book of Zephaniah, 336] 

i. Just as the silver trumpets in the Book of Numbers were to reverberate in glad hopes of the LORD’s triumph… now the nation is to trumpet the 
1. Num. 10:9 -  And when you go to war in your land against the adversary who oppresses you, then you shall sound an alarm with the trumpets, that you may be remembered before the Lord your God, and you shall be saved from your enemies. 1
ii. Transition:  What does it mean to be saved by God?
c. 15 The Lord has taken away the judgments against you;
    he has cleared away your enemies.
The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst;
    you shall never again fear evil.
i. When God made a covenant with Abraham… he promised that he would possess the gate of his enemy (Gen. 22:17).
1. Judah was promised that he would have dominion over the neck of his enemy (Gen. 49).
a. Moses connected the consequences of obedience in Deut 28 with the scattering of the enemies.
i. The divine judgment in the form of enemy attack has been taken away, and Yahweh has demonstrated his presence as king in their midst (a traditional belief—see Mic 3:11; Jer 14:9), with the corollary that their security is guaranteed.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Anthony Gelston, “Zephaniah,” in Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible, ed. James D. G. Dunn and John W. Rogerson (Grand Rapids, MI; Cambridge, U.K.: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2003), 717.] 

ii. The holiness of God to punish sin is put right next to the eternal love of God in dwelling among his people for their good.
1. The greatness of God’s majesty and the goodness of God’s mercy pair two wisdom passages together.
a. Ecc. 12:13 - 13 The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. 
b. Psalm 23:4 - 4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
iii. There is a MUST-NESS now…
1. Isaiah 41:10 -  10 You must not fear, for I am with you; you must not be afraid, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, indeed I will help you, indeed I will take hold of you with the right hand of my salvation. [footnoteRef:5] [5:  W. Hall Harris III et al., eds., The Lexham English Bible (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2012), Is 41:10.] 

iv. Transition:  the Arrival of the King unites the saints in community.
d. 16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
“Fear not, O Zion;
    let not your hands grow weak.
i. Rather than giving way to a sluggishness in life… 
1. John Calvin – “they may… strenuously devote themselves to the performace of their duties.”
a. Why would the people bring their best?
e. 17 The Lord your God is in your midst,
    a mighty one who will save;
he will rejoice over you with gladness;
    he will quiet you by his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing.
i. O. Palmer Robertson – “This verse is the John 3:16 of the OT.”[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Robertson, 339] 

1. The mighty one who will save…
a. Is the reversal of Zeph. 1:14 – 
i. 14 The great day of the Lord is near,
    near and hastening fast;
the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter;
    the mighty man cries aloud there.
b. Now God saves his people from all external evils…in answering Hab. 1:2.
ii. Then there is a three-stanza poem of personal love.
1. he will rejoice over you with gladness;
a. Jeremiah 32:38 -  38 And they shall be my people, and I will be their God. 39 I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear me forever, for their own good and the good of their children after them. 40 I will make with them an everlasting covenant, that I will not turn away from doing good to them. And I will put the fear of me in their hearts, that they may not turn from me. 41 I will rejoice in doing them good, and I will plant them in this land in faithfulness, with all my heart and all my soul.
2. he will quiet you by his love;
a. No longer will you be like the fretful child in Psalm 131.
i. David Powlison writes…[footnoteRef:7] [7:  “Peace, be still”:  Learning Psalm 131 by Heart, Journal of Biblical Counseling, volume 18, Number 3, Spring 2000, p. 5] 

1. “…she stopped pursuing impossibilities. That's the third phrase in Psalm 131:1: not going after things that are beyond you, "things too great and too wonderful." 
2. Even the small, everyday things that everyone races after are, in fact, "beyond us." 
3. From your daily bread to your abilities and opportunities, these are gifts from God that you don't control. 
4. What happens when you attempt to control another person's attitudes and choices, to bend them to your will? You set yourself up for all sorts of ugly things. Despair or rage, anxiety or short-lived euphoria, suspicion or manipulation. 
5. What happens when you attempt to ensure that you will not get sick and die? You become obsessed with diet and exercise, or litigious towards doctors, or plagued with fear that any nagging pain might be the big one that finally gets you. 
6. What happens when you are obsessed with getting people to like you? You become flirtatious or artificial, a coward or a deceiver, a chameleon or a recluse.
7. What happens when you live for success in sports, career, or your physical appearance? You get injured. You finally retire. Someone comes along who is better than you or better looking. You get old and wrinkled. You die. 
8. But when you pursue what you are called to pursue, it makes sense you'd have composure. You've discovered what you're made for…
9. Only one thing is strong enough to overpower and slay unruly cravings and a stormy life:  what God promises to do in and through Jesus Christ.”
b. NRSV -  he will renew you in his love
i. 2. God’s love to his people Ho 11:4 (עֲבֹתוֹת א׳) Je 31:3 Is 63:9 Zp 3:17.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Francis Brown, Samuel Rolles Driver, and Charles Augustus Briggs, Enhanced Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1977), 13.] 

c. 17. he will rest in his love—
i. content with it as His supreme delight (compare Lu 15:7, 10) [Calvin], (Is 62:5; 65:19). 
ii. Or, He shall be silent, namely as to thy faults, not imputing them to thee [Maurer] (Ps 32:2; Ez 33:16). 
1. I prefer explaining it of that calm silent joy in the possession of the object of one’s love, too great for words to express: 
a. just as God after the six days of creation rested with silent satisfaction in His work, for “behold it was very good” (Ge 1:31; 2:2). 
iii. So the parallel clause by contrast expresses the joy, not kept silent as this, but uttered in “singing.”[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown, Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible, vol. 1 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997), 710–711.] 

3. he will exult over you with loud singing.
a. Analogies fail to capture the depth of the image…[footnoteRef:10] [10:  David W. Baker, Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah, TOTC, 118.] 

i. An abandoned parent…
ii. A jilted lover to whom the beloved has returned.
b. Spurgeon – “For Jesus’ silence in trial and crucifixion was rooted in no other soil than in the fertile depths of the love of God for sinners.”
i. In Christ, the words of the Prophet Moses are seen clearly…
1. Deut. 30:6ff - 6 And the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, so that you will love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live. 7 …. For the Lord will again take delight in prospering you, as he took delight in your fathers,
iii. The personal, cleansing, restoring love of God will cause heaven to thunder with joy.
1. Luke 15:10 - 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

2. The Announcement from the King (vs. 18-20)
a. 18 I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival,
    so that you will no longer suffer reproach.
i. The tense of the verbs shifts in these final three verses.
1. It is not 3rd person… “He will”… but 1st person “I will”.
a. The Hero… the King of Kings comes center stage.
i. The overthrow of the powers-that-be contrasts the reign of Him-Who-is.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Powlison, Psalm 131, 8] 

1. The sorrowful in repentance are sought out by God.
2. The burden of reproach will be lifted…. Even as it was placed upon Jesus Christ in his final hours (Matt. 26:38).
b. 19 Behold, at that time I will deal
    with all your oppressors.
And I will save the lame
    and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise
    and renown in all the earth.
i. Just as Jacob’s hip caused him to limp (Gen. 32:32), the sins of Judah have caused the nation to be as a limping flock (Micah 4:6).
1. Yet the Good Shepherd seeks out his sheep…
a. He gathers in the banished and outcasts.   
2. And in the people who are seemingly small and easily brutalized by the other larger nations…
a. Will be given a name synonymous with victory as they are connected to the Heroic God (Isa. 63:12; Neh. 9:10).  
c. 20 At that time I will bring you in,
    at the time when I gather you together;
for I will make you renowned and praised
    among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes
    before your eyes,” says the Lord.
i. When will this happen?
1. Zephaniah spoke in 630 BC.
a. Exile by the Babylonians in 586 BC
b. Restoration in 538 BC…
i. Is this it…?
3. Conclusion
a. John12: 14-16 -  14 And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt!”  16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 
i. On Good Friday, Jesus Christ came as the sacrificial offering for sin and experienced the full fury of the LORD’s justice.
ii. On Easter morning, Jesus Christ rose again from the dead and was vindicated as the Obedient Son.
iii. Since the Ascension into heaven, the Savior has been uniting Jews and Gentiles into a new community of forgiveness and forbearance.
iv. In light of his coming on the Great Day with his warrior armies, Christians be bold in rejoicing… singing… celebrating…. That our God rejoices over you in love 16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 

Prayer (Habakkuk 2:14, 3:17-18)
 14 For the earth will be filled
    with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord
    as the waters cover the sea.
17 Though the fig tree should not blossom,
    nor fruit be on the vines,
the produce of the olive fail
    and the fields yield no food,
the flock be cut off from the fold
    and there be no herd in the stalls,
18 yet I will rejoice in the Lord;
    I will take joy in the God of my salvation.
Benediction (Romans 16:25-27)
25 Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26 but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27 to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.
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