[bookmark: _GoBack]The Kingdom has Come[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The Title of this sermon was used by Sinclair Ferguson in his commentary on the Sermon on the Mount for this passage.] 

Matthew 4:23-5:1
Good Morning Beloved,
· Graduation season…
· Speeches at ceremonies…
· How do you respond to change?
· Vervet Monkeys on the golf course in Africa.
· Point:  Despite difficulties… you still have to play your game.
· Will achievement satisfy your soul?
· Ants climbing a hill…there is nothing up here… Silence, you fool.  We are where they want to be.
· Point:  Beware seeking fatal successes… simply based on competition.
· Matthew Loop:  The power of an idol is based on what it calls you to sacrifice.
· If you were invited to give the graduation speech what would you say?
· If you were going to leave the world one piece of advice before you died, what would you say?  
· What method would you choose to communicate your message?
· Christ chooses the disciples then equips them for ministry.  
· The sermon on the Mount is the “Ordination Address of the Twelve”.  
· This is the summary of the teaching which Jesus habitually gave to his inner circle.  
· But the credibility of the message is seen in the character of the man.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  John Calvin, The Harmony of the Evangelists, 245] 


Reading of God’s Word 
4:23 And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people. 24 So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, those having seizures, and paralytics, and he healed them. 25 And great crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.
5:1 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.


Preaching of God’s Word 
1. The Ministry of the Son of God (vs. 23)
a. 4:23 And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people.
i. Calvin notes…
1. “Christ is constantly employed in performing almost innumerable miracles… we ought, first, to observe, that Christ never remained in one place, but scattered everywhere the seed of the Gospel.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Calvin, 244.] 

a. Jesus proclaims the Gospel amid rejection.
ii. Matthew 4:12-17 – Jesus begins his ministry in Capernaum.
1. He dwelt by the sea in the North.  
a. This is Jesus main headquarters.  
i. Why did He leave Nazareth?  
1. Dr. Brandon Crow notes…
a. Because they tried to kill him.
iii. Capernaum was a very strategic city that had Jews and Gentiles. 
1. Jesus primarily ministered to Jews but did minister to both.
iv. To communicate the Gospel of the Kingdom.
1. What does that mean?  
a. It means Jesus is the Son of God.
v. Two things you would never hear in a graduation speech…
1. #1 - Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” – Matt. 1:21
a. You could never rise up to God, but in Christ, God is with us (Matt. 1:23).
2. #2 - 16 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”
a. You could never dream of a kingdom filled with loving powerful intimacy, but the Son makes known the love of the Father.
i. John Calvin - And certainly for this reason Christ descended to us, to bear us up to the Father, and at the same time to bear us up to himself, inasmuch as he is one with the Father. 
vi. As the sovereign reign of the Holy One covers all creation, the gospel describes Jesus revealing God’s supremacy… all (3x)
1. Michael Reeves in Rejoicing in Christ…[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Michael Reeves, Rejoicing in Christ, 51] 

a. In the eternal Son of God, the exact imprint of his Father's being, we see just what God is truly and so surprisingly-like. He is, after all, God himself come to tabernacle with us. He is the temple, the dwelling place of God, the place filled with the glory of God (Jn 2:21). In him, divine light shines once again in the darkness.
b. And what do we find? Not purposeless self-announcement; in the coming of the Son of God we see the ushering in of a kingdom - the kingdom of God - which fulfills every human dream. 
c. The coming of the kingdom of God means the driving out of the evil that oppresses us. "If it is by the Spirit of God that I drive out demons," said Jesus, "then the kingdom of God has come upon you" (Mt 12:28). It is like a treasure, a great pearl, a wedding feast, and yet it is for the poor in spirit (Mt 5:3). 
d. It means the healing of the sick, the raising of the dead, the cleansing of lepers, the casting out of demons (Mt 10:7). 
e. It is a kingdom of the humble (Mt 18:4). It means judgment on evil and self-righteousness, the provision of daily bread, and welcome for the outcasts. 
f. It is the binding up of the broken, the forgiveness of sin, the beginning of the renewal of all things. That is why the heart cry of the Christian is “your kingdom come" for what a kingdom! What a God who would so reign!
vii. The Character of the Kingdom… the Charisma of the King… the Kindness of the Commands… made people respond… without delay.
1. Matt. 3:19ff - 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21 And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.
a. Sinclair Ferguson – “Living the Sermon on the Mount means, fundamentally, bowing to the authority of Jesus.”[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Sinclair Ferguson, The Sermon on the Mount:  Kingdom Life in a Fallen World, 5] 

b. Transition:  For the Son of God has come to address…
2. The Misery of a Sinful World (vs. 24-25)
a. 24 So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, those having seizures, and paralytics, and he healed them. 
i. The pastor John Calving helpfully notes….
1. “When Matthew says, that Christ healed every disease, the meaning is, that he healed every kind of disease. We know, that all who were diseased were not cured; but there was no class of diseases, that was ever presented to him, which he did not heal. An enumeration is given of particular kinds of diseases, in which Christ displayed his power.”
a. The description of the ailments to which our Lord’s power was applied gains in vividness by study of the words in detail. In ver. 23, the Rev. rightly transposes sickness and disease; for νόσος (A. V., sickness) carries the notion of something severe, dangerous, and even violent (compare the Latin noceo, to hurt, to which the root is akin). Homer always represents νόσος as the visitation of an angry deity. Hence used of the plague which Apollo sent upon the Greeks (“Iliad,” i. 10). So Sophocles (“Antigone,” 421) calls a whirlwind θείαν νόσον (a divine visitation). Disease is, therefore, the more correct rendering as expressing something stronger than sickness or debility[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Marvin Richardson Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament, vol. 1 (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1887), 31.] 

ii. with divers diseases and torments—that is, acute disorders.
1. When the disciples come from John, in Luke 7, to see if Jesus truly is the long-awaited Messiah from Isaiah 61:1-2, the gospel accounts record…
a. Luke 7:21-23 - 21 In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. 22 And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them. 23 And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”
i. Jesus is the Messiah!
iii. and those which were possessed with devils—that were demonized or possessed with demons.
1. Matthew 8 – the two-demon-possessed men met Christ coming out of the tombs…
a. According to this account and Mark (Mark 5)…
i. The Signs of satanic oppression and uncleanness are everywhere….
1. No one has the strength to subdue (Mark 5:4)
2. Coming out from the tombs (Matt. 8:28)
3. Herd of unclean pigs (Matt. 8:30)
4. Naked (Mark 5:15)
5. Bruised and bloodied (Mark 5:5)
2. The Good Teacher does not become unclean by the depravity of man….
a. But the savior of Sinners… restores the demon-possessed to “be clothed and in his right mind” (Mark 5:15).
iv. and those which were lunatic—moon-struck.
1. σεληνιάζομαι: to suffer epileptic seizures (associated in ancient times with the supernatural power of the moon)—‘to suffer epileptic seizures, to be an epileptic.’ σεληνιάζεται καὶ κακῶς πάσχει ‘he is an epileptic and suffers terribly’ Mt 17:15.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Johannes P. Louw and Eugene Albert Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based on Semantic Domains (New York: United Bible Societies, 1996), 271.] 

a. The Transfiguration (Matt. 17:1ff)… the moment Peter describes as…
i. 2 Peter 1:16 - 16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 18 we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. 
b. Immediately after that moment… Jesus heals the demon-possessed boy…
i. Matt. 17:14ff - 14 And when they came to the crowd, a man came up to him and, kneeling before him, 15 said, “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he has seizures and he suffers terribly. For often he falls into the fire, and often into the water. 16 And I brought him to your disciples, and they could not heal him.” 17 And Jesus answered, “O faithless and twisted generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him here to me.” 18 And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him, and the boy was healed instantly. 
v. and those that had the palsy—paralytics, a word not naturalized when our version was made.
1. Matt. 9:2ff- 2 And behold, some people brought to him a paralytic, lying on a bed. And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.” 3 And behold, some of the scribes said to themselves, “This man is blaspheming.” 4 But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? 5 For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 6 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he then said to the paralytic—“Rise, pick up your bed and go home.” 7 And he rose and went home. 8 When the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and they glorified God, who had given such authority to men.
vi. and he healed them—These healings were at once His credentials and illustrations of “the glad tidings” which He proclaimed. After reading this account of our Lord’s first preaching tour, can we wonder at what follows?[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown, Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible, vol. 2 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997), 16.] 

1. John 5:3ff - 3 In these lay a multitude of invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. 5 One man was there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had already been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be healed?” 7 The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, and while I am going another steps down before me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and walk.” 9 And at once the man was healed, and he took up his bed and walked.
2. Now that day was the Sabbath. 10 So the Jews said to the man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to take up your bed.” 11 But he answered them, “The man who healed me, that man said to me, ‘Take up your bed, and walk.’” 
a. In a song reflecting on this event, the man simply concludes…
i. I could not disobey!
b. 25 And great crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.
i. All manner of affliction… and all those who have understood affliction…
1. As scholars note…
a. “…all the adjacent regions. But the more immediate object for which this is here mentioned is, to give the reader some idea both of the vast concourse and of the varied complexion of eager attendants upon the great Preacher, to whom the astonishing discourse of the next three chapters was addressed. [footnoteRef:9] [9:  Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown, Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible, vol. 2 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997), 16.] 

ii. Transition:  Any affliction… all men… now hear…
3. The Message of the Kingdom (vs. 1)
a. 5:1 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.
i. Calvin – “I did not wish to be too precise. Pious and modest readers ought to be satisfied with having a brief summary of the doctrine of Christ placed before their eyes, collected out of his many and various discourses, the first of which was that in which he spoke to his disciples about true happiness.”[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Calvin, 259] 

1. Next week, we go into the Beatitudes…
a. There is a longing for true happiness…
i. Illustration:  John Leonard to the waitress….
1. May we pray for you…
a. No.
2. Came back…
a. “I’m trying to stay clean...” Then pulled up her sleeves.
b. Will you pray for me to be happy?
2. Matt. 16:15ff - 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.
a. John 20:30-31 - 30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
4. Conclusion
a. We need:
i. A New Savior[footnoteRef:11] [11:  WSC 24 - Q. 24. How doth Christ execute the office of a prophet? A. Christ executeth the office of a prophet, in revealing to us, by his word and Spirit, the will of God for our salvation.] 

1. Isaiah 61:1-2 - 61 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
    because the Lord has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor;
    he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
    and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor,
    and the day of vengeance of our God;
    to comfort all who mourn;
a. Jesus Christ not only proclaimed the Kingdom… he died so that we would be brought into the kingdom.
ii. A New Birth[footnoteRef:12] [12:  WSC - Q. 31. What is effectual calling? A. Effectual calling is the work of God’s Spirit, whereby, convincing us of our sin and misery, enlightening our minds in the knowledge of Christ, and renewing our wills, he doth persuade and enable us to embrace Jesus Christ, freely offered to us in the gospel.] 

1. Romans 8:26-28 - 26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 
a. “The world of the Sermon on the Mount is a real and sinful world – a world of tax collectors, unjust officials, hypocrites, thieves, of those who are weak or poor, and false prophets.  It is a statement of how those who are born again by faith in Christ are to live in spite of it.”[footnoteRef:13] [13:  James Montgomery Boice, The Sermon on the Mount:  Matthew 5-7, 10.] 

iii. A New Kingdom[footnoteRef:14] [14:  WSC 34 - Q. 34. What is adoption? A. Adoption is an act of God’s free grace, whereby we are received into the number, and have a right to all the privileges of, the sons of God.] 

1. Matt. 6:9-10 -  9 Pray then like this:
2. “Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
10 Your kingdom come,
your will be done,
    on earth as it is in heaven.

Prayer (Matthew 12:15-21)[footnoteRef:15] [15:  The reign of God is established in the rule of my King.  Jesus is not only the theme of the SOTM, nor the theme of Matthew; He is the theme of my life.  Living out the SOTM means bowing to the rule of the True King.  As Christians live in a tension between the already / not yet, they rejoice in the established reign of Christ over the Earth and struggle in a world that is not our home as “salt and light” in a broken world.  
] 

15 Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. And many followed him, and he healed them all 16 and ordered them not to make him known. 17 This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah:
18 “Behold, my servant whom I have chosen,
    my beloved with whom my soul is well pleased.
I will put my Spirit upon him,
    and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.
19 He will not quarrel or cry aloud,
    nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets;
20 a bruised reed he will not break,
    and a smoldering wick he will not quench,
until he brings justice to victory;
21     and in his name the Gentiles will hope.”



Benediction (Numbers 6:24-26)
24 The Lord bless you and keep you;
25 the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
26 the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.
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