“Purity, Peace and Persecution”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The Title of this sermon was used by Sinclair Ferguson in his commentary on the Sermon on the Mount for this passage.] 

Matthew 5:8-12
Good Morning Beloved,
· The strength of the oak…
· The simplicity of the sassafras…
·   The blossoms of the magnolia…
· Each tree is nourished by the good creator.
· Today, we continue our study of the Beatitudes.
· The prophetic Word that believers would be…
·  oaks of righteousness (Isaiah 61:3)
· Come through the teachings of Jesus Christ so that roots of sound doctrine manifest in the fruit of holy living to the glory of God.

Reading of God’s Word 
5:1 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.
2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
 
Preaching of God’s Word 
1) Purity (vs. 8)
a. 8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
i.  “Pure in Heart” - sincere, genuine, not putting on a façade, -  καθαρός (katharos),   pure, ritually clear of responsibility, innocent[footnoteRef:2] [2:  James Swanson, Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains: Greek (New Testament) (Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997).] 

1. One commentator described it as “an inner holiness that is the opposite of external piety (Deut. 10:16; 30:6; 1 Sam. 15:22).”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Daniel M. Doriani, The Sermon on the Mount:  the Character of a Disciple, 30] 

a. That seems to be a false dichotomy… meaning pitting two ideas against each other than are not opposing.
i. Why?
1. Some would seek to throw off all “external piety” the means of “true inner holiness”.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Westminster Shorter Catechism - Q. 88. What are the outward and ordinary means whereby Christ communicateth to us the benefits of redemption? A. The outward and ordinary means whereby Christ communicateth to us the benefits of redemption, are his ordinances, especially the word, sacraments, and prayer; all which are made effectual to the elect for salvation.] 

b. It is true that the word here… καθαρός may be rendered in some languages as ‘pure in the eyes of God’ or even ‘right in the eyes of God.’[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Johannes P. Louw and Eugene Albert Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based on Semantic Domains (New York: United Bible Societies, 1996), 535.] 

2. J.C. Ryle – “… those who do not aim merely at outward correctness, but an inward holiness.”[footnoteRef:6] [6:  J. C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on Matthew, 27] 

a. Jesus will teach…. there is simplicity and freedom from double-mindedness in regards to the way believers relate to others…
i. Matt. 5:27-30 - 27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell.
b. And Jesus will teach about how to talk to God with out posturing…
i. Matt. 6:5-6 - 5 “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 6 But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
ii. Here is the symmetry and beauty between what the Beatitudes communicated….
1. Matt. 5:4 - “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
a. Dan Doriani – “the disciple who mourns over sin will desire to be pure in heart”
iii. Question:  Why?
1. Why would you ever turn away from crude joking at the dignity of others?
2. Why would you ever stop living as a performance in front of others?
3. Why would you ever put away deceit if it helps you get ahead in life?
a. Because there is a deeper blessedness… a more contented happiness…
b.  for they shall see God.
i. This thought makes the outwardly religious practitioners into inwardly righteous disciples.
1. 1 John 3:6 -  6 No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him.
2. 3 John 11 - 11 Beloved, do not imitate evil but imitate good. Whoever does good is from God; whoever does evil has not seen God. 
a. As commentators note… “The inward vision thus clarified, and the whole inner man in sympathy with God, each looks upon the other with complacency and joy, and we are “changed into the same image from glory to glory.”[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown, Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible, vol. 2 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997), 19.] 

ii. In the midst of great difficulty and hardship, David wrote…
1. Psalm 17:15 - 15 As for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness;
    when I awake, I shall be satisfied with your likeness.
a. That prayer by faith finds it’s definitive validation in the awakening resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead so that we, whose hearts have been purified by the sprinkling of Christ’s blood (Heb. 9:22), may hear…
i. Rev. 22:3-4 - 3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.
iii. For the purity of a holy life has been lived by Christ and is now credited to you your account… simply by faith alone… 
1. As we cherish… 
a. 1 John 3:2-3 - 2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.
c. Transition:  The word of God declares… 
i. James 3:17 - 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable…
2) Peace (vs. 9)
a. 9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
i. J.C. Ryle – “… those who use all their influence to promote peace and charity on earth, in private and in public, at home and abroad.”[footnoteRef:8] [8:  J. C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on Matthew, 27] 

1. Romans 13:8-10 - 8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.
a. The peacemakers (οἱ εἰρηνοποιοί). Should be held to its literal meaning, peace-makers; not as Wyc., peaceable men. The founders and promoters of peace are meant; who not only keep the peace, but seek to bring men into harmony with each other. Tynd. renders, the maintainers of peace.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Marvin Richardson Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament, vol. 1 (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1887), 38.] 

b. Another thought… “who not only study peace, but diffuse it”[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown, Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible, vol. 2 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997), 19.] 

ii. There is a wisdom in the Proverbs that cautions against seeking to solve every problem you ever become aware of when we read…
1. Pro. 26:17 - 17 Whoever meddles in a quarrel not his own
    is like one who takes a passing dog by the ears.
a. Application:  One elder emeritus at CPC was cautioning a member to “beware becoming an unqualified mediator”.
i. 
iii. Yet there is also a boldness befitting those who at peace with God.
1. In Romans 15:33, there is a benediction… a statement very similar to a beatitude… which says…
a. 33 May the God of peace be with you all. Amen.
2. That prayer is preceded by this precept….
a. Romans 15:5-7 - 5 May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
i. John Calvin – “Happy are the peace-makers. 
1. By peace-makers he means…
a. those who not only seek peace and avoid quarrels, as far as lies in their power, 
b. but who also labour to settle differences among others, 
c. who advise all men to live at peace, and take away every occasion of hatred and strife. 
d. There are good grounds for this statement.”
iv. POINT:  Therefore, the Christian must strive to see God in all his glory to have a pure heart.  
1. They are to rejoice in the shalom of God and share shalom with others.  
a. The task of sharing the peace of God with others is the basis for evangelism and peacemaking in the family of God.  
i. This peace is not based on personal feelings, but rather on the well-being of a fellowship.
2. Eph. 4:1b-3 - walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
b. Transition:  Interestingly, the purity and peace of God are actively rebelled against by a fallen world that also persecutes Christians on the basis of their commitment to Jesus (John 15:18ff). 
3) Persecution (vs. 10-12)
a. 10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 
i. J.C. Ryle – “… those who are laughed at, mocked, despised, and ill-used, because they endeavor to live as true Christians.” 
1. What this is not saying…[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Rick Brannan and Israel Loken, The Lexham Textual Notes on the Bible, Lexham Bible Reference Series (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2014), Mt 5:11. – “Most witnesses have “against you,” but one early manuscript and a few later witnesses have “against you falsely.” When “falsely” is present, it removes the possibility that the evil things being said are accurate.”] 

a. #1 – This is not describing the consequences of their sins, tactlessness, or folly.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Dan Doriani, 39] 

i. In 2 Chronicles 18 wicked King Ahab says…
1. 7 And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “There is yet one man by whom we may inquire of the Lord, Micaiah the son of Imlah; but I hate him, for he never prophesies good concerning me, but always evil.” And Jehoshaphat said, “Let not the king say so.
b. #2 – This is not experienced in equal ways among all Christian.
i. In 1 Peter 2 the Apostle who saw his fellow-disciples martyred for the faith wrote….
1. 13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, 
a. Vs. 13 - ordinarily nothing bad will happen for doing the right thing
b. Vs. 14-15 – if you are in an extraordinary moment where you experience the hated that Prophet Micaiah encountered or that the Apostle Peter endured (Acts 5:40)… what should you do?
2. What it is saying…
a. #1 – Don’t seek out persecution.
i. 1 Thess. 4:11-12 - 11 and to aspire to live quietly, and to mind your own affairs, and to work with your hands, as we instructed you, 12 so that you may walk properly before outsiders and be dependent on no one.
b. #2 – Don’t abandon Christ because of persecution.
i. Phil. 3:7-11 - 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
b. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
i. ἀγαλλιάω (agalliaō): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 1635 and 8264; Str 21; TDNT 1.19—LN 25.133 be extremely joyful, be filled with delight, rejoice[footnoteRef:13] [13:  James Swanson, Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains: Greek (New Testament) (Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997).] 

1. Luke 1:46-47 - 46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
2. Luke 10:21 - 21 In that same hour he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.
3. John 8:56 - Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.”
ii. How could believer ever rejoice amid persecution?
1. Because that same word is used in Revelation 19…
a. 6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out,
b. “Hallelujah!
For the Lord our God
    the Almighty reigns.
7 Let us rejoice and exult
    and give him the glory,
for the marriage of the Lamb has come,
    and his Bride has made herself ready;
8 it was granted her to clothe herself
    with fine linen, bright and pure”—
c. for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.
c. Transition:  Purity… peace… and persecution….
4) Conclusion
a. We gather to worship the pure God.
i. Deut. 32:3-4 - 3 For I will proclaim the name of the Lord;
    ascribe greatness to our God!
4 “The Rock, his work is perfect,
    for all his ways are justice.
A God of faithfulness and without iniquity,
    just and upright is he.
b. We assemble to celebrate the God of peace.
i. 2 Cor. 13:11 - 11 Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.
c. We have hope amid parties or persecution because we know the One who was persecuted for our sakes when we were anything but righteous.
i. For at one point, we were living at hatred with the Lord and aligned with the world….
1. John 15:18- 18 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.
a. The Happiness according to the World is the opposite of the Happiness of the Beatitudes…
i. World blesses the rich; Jesus blesses the poor
ii. World blesses the carefree; Jesus blesses those who mourn over sin
iii. Aggressive and assertive; meek and gentle
iv. Those who can get what they want; hunger and thirst for righteousness
v. Trouble-free life; rejoice in persecution
ii. But you NOW by the Power of the Holy Spirit are called Oaks of Righteousness (Isa. 61:3) as you rest in the tree that held up our master (1 Peter 2:24).
1. He has called you clean (John 15:3)
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]He has declared you at peace with God (Rom. 5:1)
3. He has united himself to you so that persecutions will not have the last word (Acts 9:1ff), but the last word will be…
a. Matt. 25:23 -  Enter into the joy of your master.’
 
Prayer (Matthew 12:15-21)[footnoteRef:14] [14:  The reign of God is established in the rule of my King.  Jesus is not only the theme of the SOTM, nor the theme of Matthew; He is the theme of my life.  Living out the SOTM means bowing to the rule of the True King.  As Christians live in a tension between the already / not yet, they rejoice in the established reign of Christ over the Earth and struggle in a world that is not our home as “salt and light” in a broken world.  
] 

15 Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. And many followed him, and he healed them all 16 and ordered them not to make him known. 17 This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah:
18 “Behold, my servant whom I have chosen,
    my beloved with whom my soul is well pleased.
I will put my Spirit upon him,
    and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.
19 He will not quarrel or cry aloud,
    nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets;
20 a bruised reed he will not break,
    and a smoldering wick he will not quench,
until he brings justice to victory;
21     and in his name the Gentiles will hope.”


Benediction (Numbers 6:24-26)
24 The Lord bless you and keep you;
25 the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
26 the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.
8

