“The Pure in Heart (Part 2)”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The Title of this sermon was used by Sinclair Ferguson in his commentary on the Sermon on the Mount for this passage.] 

Matthew 5:27-32
Good Morning Beloved,
· Jesus said, 8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” (Matt. 5:8)
· Now he has wonderfully started to take a thought, purity in heart, and shown how practical it is.
· First… Anger.  Two weeks ago.
· Next… Lust. Today

Reading of God’s Word 
27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell.
31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.


Preaching of God’s Word 
1. The Glance of Adultery (vs. 27-28)
a. 27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 
i. Pastoral Pause:  If you have committed a sexual sin.. remember what God says.
1. 1 John 1:9 - If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
ii. Adultery is Jesus principal concern as he quotes the ten commandments.
1. Ex. 20:14 - 14 “You shall not commit adultery.
a. Most grievous sexual sin because it betrays the promise of lifelong loyalty.
b. In his day, almost all Jews were married by 20.
iii. In verse 28, Jesus links the heart and motives to the act. 
1. Anyone who looks after a woman in order to lust after her (KJV, NASB)
a. Jesus forbids the leering look.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The Heidelberg Catechism - Q. Does God, in this commandment, forbid only such scandalous sins as adultery? A. We are temples of the Holy Spirit, body and soul, and God wants both to be kept clean and holy. That is why God forbids all unchaste actions, looks, talk, thoughts, or desires, and whatever may incite someone to them.] 

2. Anyone who looks at a woman so as to cause her to lust
a. Jesus opposes the desire to seduce another.
i. Dress for attraction (Pro. 31:30) vs. seduction (Pro. 5:3ff)
3. The Good teacher is warning us of the board way that leads to destruction.
a. Lust Thoughts  Lustful actions[footnoteRef:3]  Lustful people[footnoteRef:4] [3:  Sexual expression is for marriage only (Gen. 2:24; 1 Cor.6:15-16)]  [4:  The Westminster Larger Catechism - Q. 139. What are the sins forbidden in the seventh commandment?
A. The sins forbidden in the seventh commandment, besides the neglect of the duties required, are, adultery, fornication, rape, incest, sodomy, and all unnatural lusts; all unclean imaginations, thoughts, purposes, and affections; all corrupt or filthy communications, or listening thereunto; wanton looks, impudent or light behavior, immodest apparel; prohibiting of lawful, and dispensing with unlawful marriages; allowing, tolerating, keeping of stews, and resorting to them; entangling vows of single life, undue delay of marriage; having more wives or husbands than one at the same time; unjust divorce, or desertion; idleness, gluttony, drunkenness, unchaste company; lascivious songs, books, pictures, dancings, stage plays; and all other provocations to, or acts of uncleanness, either in ourselves or others.] 

iv. Why is Jesus talking about this topic?
1. Beloved, our master is warning us of what will hurt us (Pro. 5-7).
2. Beloved, our King is warning us of what will hurt others (Pro. 30:20).
3. Beloved, our God is warning us of what will hurt relationships (Matt. 19:6)
a. These are great warnings.
v. But we have an even greater truth…
1. 1 Cor. 6:19-20 -  your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 
vi. Application:  Beware the mindset for adultery
1. Guard your eyes - what do you look at?
a. Job 31:1 - “I have made a covenant with my eyes;
    how then could I gaze at a virgin?
2. Guard your thoughts –what do you fantasize/ dream about?
a. 2 Cor. 10:5 - 5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ,
3. 
b. Application:  Remember the grace of God to cleanse you of every sin.
2. The Goodness of Amputation (vs. 29-30)
a. 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell.
i. Pastoral Pause:  If you are forgiven, live like you’ve been forgiven and pursue obedience.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Luke 6:43-45 - 43 “For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit, 44 for each tree is known by its own fruit. For figs are not gathered from thornbushes, nor are grapes picked from a bramble bush. 45 The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.] 

1. It is not sinful to be tempted.
a. 1 Cor. 10:13 - 13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.
i. Martin Luther - “We cannot stop birds from flying over our heads, but we can keep them from building a nest in our hair.” 
ii. Jesus uses grotesque images of amputation to relate to us how grotesque sin is.
1. Council of Nicea formally forbade mutilation or amputation.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Origen was said to have attempted self-castration.] 

a. If Jesus was speaking literally, the apostles would have lost their eyes and limbs.  
2. If our eye causes us to sin, we should act as if we had no eye.  
a. How?
i. 1 Cor. 6:18 - flee immorality
ii. 2 Tim. 2:22 - flee from youthful lusts
iii. Gen. 39:12 – Remember how Joseph ran away from his master’s wife… flee the adulterous situation.
3. Put-off lust, which is a form of coveting… and put-on…
a.  Contentment.
4. Contentment is the antithesis to lust.  
a. Beloved, your maker has said…
i. Heb. 13:5 – 5 Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”
b. Beloved, your redeemer has said…
i. Phil. 4:11-13 - 11 Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me.
5. Godliness with contentment is great gain – not material gain, but spiritual gain
a. Summary:  The goodness of amputation (Putting-off) pairs with the godliness of contentment (Putting-on).
iii. Application:  Remember the power of God to avoid all occasions for sin.
b. Transition:  Which shows us the greatness of marriage….
3. The Greatness of Marriage (vs. 31-32)
a. 31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.
i. Summary by Dan Doriani - “ Divorce:  A consequence of lust and discontent  
1. Rabbis teachings in Jesus day said that it was permissible for a man to give his wife a certificate of divorce based on Deuterony 24 based on thinks like…
a. If she spoils her husband’s food…
b. If he “finds another fairer than she”…
c. Book of Ecclesiasticus 25:26 (in the Apocrapha) “if she will not do as you tell her, get rid of her.”
ii. Why is that in the Bible in the first place?
1. Moses allowed hard-hearted men to divorce their wife (Deut. 24:1-4)
a. It protected women so they could remarry
b. It slowed men down, so they had to think through the decision
iii. Jesus goes back to God’s original plan.
1.  Gen. 2:18-25 - 18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” 
a. God’s design for marriage is good.
2. 19 Now out of the ground the Lord God had formed every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would call them. And whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. 21 So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22 And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man.
a. God’s design for marriage is perfect.
3.  23 Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones
    and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called Woman,
    because she was taken out of Man.”
a. God’s design for marriage is delightful.
4. 24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.
a. God’s design for marriage is beautiful. 
iv. Application:
1. Pursue your spouse…
a. One man… Valentine’s Day is harder work now than three years ago!!!  
2. Are you discontent with your spouse?  
a. Discontentment with your spouse drives out love and respect.  
b. Discontentment is prideful, for the discontented spouse thinks that they deserve better.  
c. Discontentment distrusts God’s providence, for it accuses God of providing the wrong spouse.
3. The cause of discontent is less “my spouse’s flaws” than it is a hard-hearted response to those flaws.
v. The word of grace from our Bridegroom…
1. God is patient toward you with all your sins.  
a. Be merciful with your spouse. 
2. God graciously forgives all our sins and flaws.  
a. Be forgiving toward your spouse.  
i. Success depends on our response to events more than on the events themselves.  
b. Application:  Remember the faithfulness to purify you from every sin.
4. Conclusion
a. A sermon on the purity of heart in regards to lust concludes with the reminder of what we say in the Nicene Creed…
i. And we believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life.
1. The Comforter will enable you to turn from the Glance of Adultery (vs. 27-28).
ii. We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
1. The Cross has washed away every sin and shows us The Goodness of Amputation (vs. 29-30) as Christ was cut off for us.
iii. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and to life in the world to come. Amen.
1. The New Jerusalem is full of saints who received the gift of eternal life for body and soul and rejoice in The Greatness of Marriage (vs. 31-32) in being bound to Jesus Christ.



Prayer (Matthew 12:15-21)[footnoteRef:7] [7:  The problem for the church of how to be actively involved in the world without accommodating it is addressed by Jesus’ teaching about salt and light.  By preserving and sacrificing for a society that, if left to itself, will rot and deteriorate, Christians are the salt of the earth.  But there is also a flavoring that occurs in society because of Christian zeal for life and faithfulness.  Additionally, Christians are the “light of the world,” who proclaim the truth of moral and spiritual realities.  By manifesting the gospel in word and deed, Christians are “the city that the world needs” (Ferguson, p. 64) to call all to life in Christ.    
] 

15 Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. And many followed him, and he healed them all 16 and ordered them not to make him known. 17 This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah:
18 “Behold, my servant whom I have chosen,
    my beloved with whom my soul is well pleased.
I will put my Spirit upon him,
    and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.
19 He will not quarrel or cry aloud,
    nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets;
20 a bruised reed he will not break,
    and a smoldering wick he will not quench,
until he brings justice to victory;
21     and in his name the Gentiles will hope.”


Benediction (Numbers 6:24-26)
24 The Lord bless you and keep you;
25 the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
26 the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.
2

