What are you before God?[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The Title of this sermon was used by Sinclair Ferguson in his commentary on the Sermon on the Mount for this passage.] 

Matthew 5:2-5
Good Morning Beloved,
· True happiness…
· Is it the life that is easy and prosperous according to the flesh.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  John Calvin, The Harmony of the Evangelists, 245] 

· Free from annoyances… attain all his wishes… lead a joyful and easy life.
· QUESTION for Today: “What is your heart set on as vital for your life and your character?”
· Do NOT pursue mirages in the desert….
· James Montgomery Boice… “money… fame… power… love… security”
· Cambridge Seven – Missionaries with the China Inland Mission in the 19th Century[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  https://www.ligonier.org/podcasts/5-minutes-in-church-history-with-stephen-nichols/the-cambridge-seven] 

· Historian Stephen Nichols notes… that the seven were all…
· all British aristocrats, educated in Britain’s finest boarding school, wealthy
· C.T. Studd was converted. He wanted to give his life to foreign missions, and so he went with his Cambridge colleagues to China.
· He’s known for two memorable sayings: 
· “Only one life, ’twill soon be past. Only what’s done for Christ will last,” 
· “Some want to live within the sound of church or chapel bell. I want to run a rescue shop within a yard of hell.”
· That same 
· Frank Houghton, 2nd leader of CIM, married one of the daughters of the Cambridge Seven[footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://t4g.org/resources/keith-getty/hymns-and-congregational-singing/] 

· After WWI, the Chinese government was convinced of the need to eliminate Christianity.
· Less than 750,000 believers left in China
· Missionaries arrived in China with their coffins… amid the great call of Christ…
· Houghton wrote…
· Facing a task unfinished
that drives us to our knees,
a need that, undiminished,
rebukes our slothful ease,
we who rejoice to know you
renew before your throne
the solemn pledge we owe you
to go and make you known.
· How do you get to that point?  
· Rather than setting our hearts on mirages in the desert…
· The Beatitudes guide us to see what is truly vital four our life and character.
· Jesus Christ speaks to our hearts and guides us to understand what are we before God.

Reading of God’s Word 
5 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.
2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

Preaching of God’s Word 
1) The Poor in Spirit who belong to the kingdom
a. 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
i. Dan Doriani notes this is not describing a creational personality type.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Daniel M. Doriani, The Sermon on the Mount:  the Character of a Disciple, 17] 

1. Character vs. Personality – God doesn’t favor the shy, nervous, and cowardly
a. “Poor in Spirit” is a Self-acknowledged weakness – tough, yet “poor in spirit”.
b. Do you need the grace of God?  
i. Self-reliance, self-confidence, self-made business man, “I owe it to myself”, self–esteem, vs. die to self 	
1. Matt. 16:24 - 24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.
ii. In Luke 6, the Gospel records the sermon from the plain and Jesus saying…
1.  20 And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.
a. “the poor” vs. “the poor in spirit”[footnoteRef:6] [6:  “… it is plainly a frame of mind which those terms are meant to express. Accordingly, our translators sometimes render such words “the humble” (Ps 10:12, 17), “the meek” (Ps 22:26), “the lowly” (Pr 3:34), as having no reference to outward circumstances. But here the explanatory words, “in spirit,” fix the sense to “those who in their deepest consciousness realize their entire need”  - Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown, Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible, vol. 2 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997), 17.] 

i. There is a deeper meaning here than mere financial wealth.
1. John Calvin – “Many are pressed down by distresses, and yet continue to swell inwardly with pride and cruelty.”[footnoteRef:7] [7:  John Calvin, The Harmony of the Evangelists, 260] 

b. The blessing comes by understanding the poverty of Christ on the cross and the riches that flow to us through his grace.
iii. For the kingdom of heaven is filled with those who said…
1. Psalm 47:16-17 - 16 But may all who seek you
    rejoice and be glad in you;
may those who love your salvation
    say continually, “Great is the Lord!”
17 As for me, I am poor and needy,
    but the Lord takes thought for me.
You are my help and my deliverer;
    do not delay, O my God!
a. As Christians have noted…”So the poor in spirit are enriched with the fulness of Christ, which is the kingdom in substance; and when He shall say to them from His great white throne, “Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you,” He will invite them merely to the full enjoyment of an already possessed inheritance.”[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown, Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible, vol. 2 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997), 17.] 

b. Point:  That is what it means to be “Blessed”
i.  etymology from Boice…
1. Form #1 – Set apart by a blood ritual… consecrated… bloedsian
2. Form #2 – to speak well of… to eulogize… benedicere
3. Form #3 – bliss… happiness. Joy
a. Boice – “When Jesus spoke these words he was telling his listeners how they could be deeply, spiritually, and profoundly happy and how they could maintain this happiness even in the midst of life’s disappointments and hard times.”[footnoteRef:9] [9:  James Montgomery Boice, The Sermon on the Mount:  Matthew 5-7, 15.] 

c. Application:  From a businessman… I remember being hired for this job and sensing that I was not qualified for it…. 
i. When I remember that… I’m quick to pray… work well with others… and be diligent.
ii. When I forget it… I have a sense of entitlement… judgmental pride… and sluggishness.
d. Transition:  But for the Poor in Spirit… there is a steadfastness to their life because… Jesus declared…
i. Luke 12:32ff - 32 “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
1. The care of the Good Shepherd enables us to mourn.
2) The Mourners who are comforted
a. 4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
i. Mourn over injustice that pervade society.
1. Amos 2:6-7 - 6 Thus says the Lord: “For three transgressions of Israel, and for four, I will not revoke the punishment, because they sell the righteous for silver, and the needy for a pair of sandals— 7 those who trample the head of the poor into the dust of the earth and turn aside the way of the afflicted; a man and his father go in to the same girl, so that my holy name is profaned; 8 they lay themselves down beside every altar on garments taken in pledge, and in the house of their God they drink the wine of those who have been fined.
ii. Mourn over unbelief in Christ
1. Romans 9:1-2 - 9 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit— 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. 
2. Christ laments over unbelief…
a. Matt. 23:37-38 - 37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 38 See, your house is left to you desolate.
iii. Mourn over their weakness and sinfulness.
1. Ps. 119:136 - My eyes shed streams of tears,
    because people do not keep your law.
iv. How can Jesus say mourners are happy? 
1. 2 Cor. 7:9-10 - 9 As it is, I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because you were grieved into repenting. For you felt a godly grief, so that you suffered no loss through us.  10 For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death.
b. POINT:  God blesses those who mourn over their sin.
i. God forgives personal sins, if we repent of them.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  WCF XV.iii-vi - As there is no sin so small but it deserves damnation; so there is no sin so great that it can bring damnation upon those who truly repent.
Men ought not to content themselves with a general repentance, but it is every man’s duty to endeavor to repent of his particular sins, particularly.
As every man is bound to make private confession of his sins to God, praying for the pardon thereof, upon which, and the forsaking of them, he shall find mercy: so he that scandalizeth his brother, or the church of Christ, ought to be willing, by a private or public confession and sorrow for his sin, to declare his repentance to those that are offended; who are thereupon to be reconciled to him, and in love to receive him.] 

1. Luke 13:3, 5 - 3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish… 5 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.”
ii. He Cleanses us from sin.
1. Eph. 1:7-8 - 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 
2. Isa. 55:7 - 7 let the wicked forsake his way,
    and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him,
    and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
iii. He comforts in eternity.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  WCF XXXIII.ii - The end of God’s appointing this day, is for the manifestation of the glory of His mercy in the eternal salvation of the elect; and of His justice in the damnation of the reprobate, who are wicked and disobedient. For then shall the righteous go into everlasting life, and receive that fullness of joy and refreshing which shall come from the presence of the Lord: but the wicked, who know not God, and obey not the gospel of Jesus Christ, shall be cast into eternal torments, and punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power.] 

1. Matthew 25:21 - 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’
a. John Calvin – “The ordinary belief is that calamities render a man unhappy.”[footnoteRef:12] [12:  John Calvin, The Harmony of the Evangelists, 261.] 

c. Transition:  But for those who mourn…they are what Calvin calls “truly happy” for they are able by the Holy Spirit to say…
i. Rom. 5:3-5 - 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
3) The Meek who Inherit the Earth
a. 5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
i. What is meekness?
1. Sinclair Ferguson – “it is the humble strength that belongs to a man who has learned to submit to difficulties (difficult experiences and difficult people), knowing that in everything God is working for his good.”[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Sinclair Ferguson, The Sermon on the Mount:  Kingdom Life in a Fallen World, 21.] 

ii. Nowhere is this virtue more clearly seen than in Christ himself.
1. Isaiah 42:1ff - 42 Behold my servant, whom I uphold,
    my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my Spirit upon him;
    he will bring forth justice to the nations.
2 He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice,
    or make it heard in the street;
3 a bruised reed he will not break,
    and a faintly burning wick he will not quench;
    he will faithfully bring forth justice.
4 He will not grow faint or be discouraged
    till he has established justice in the earth;
    and the coastlands wait for his law.
2. Matt. 11:28-30 (KJV) - 28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
iii. Those looking to Christ are the Psalmists…
1.  Psalm 37:11 – 11 But the meek shall inherit the land
    and delight themselves in abundant peace.
a. “The earth” which the meek are to inherit might be rendered “the land”—bringing out the more immediate reference to Canaan as the promised land, the secure possession of which was to the Old Testament saints the evidence and manifestation of God’s favor resting on them, and the ideal of all true and abiding blessedness. …When they delight themselves in the Lord, He gives them the desires of their heart: when they commit their way to Him, He brings it to pass; bringing forth their righteousness as the light, and their judgment as the noonday: the little that they have, even when despoiled of their rights, is better than the riches of many wicked (Ps 37:1–24). All things, in short, are theirs—in the possession of that favor which is life, and of those rights which belong to them as the children of God—whether the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are theirs (1 Co 3:21, 22); and at length, overcoming, they “inherit all things” (Rev 21:7). Thus are the meek the only rightful occupants of a foot of ground or a crust of bread here, and heirs of all coming things.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown, Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible, vol. 2 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997), 18.] 

4) Conclusion
a.  5 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:
i. Beloved, the reason Jesus Christ could open his mouth and teach these Beatitudes with such authority is because he is the Blessed God-Man.
1. 1 Timothy 6:14ff - our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which he will display at the proper time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.
a. Yet, Jesus Christ, the Blessed One, became a Curse for you…. On the cross.
i. So that you in your mourning could be comforted with the presence of the Holy Spirit (John 16)
ii. So that you in you meek forebearing with others and forgiveness toward others would have a glimpse of the Father’s kindness to forgive you (Ps. 130).
2. And that you when you open your mouth would celebrate the one truth that is vital for your life and character..
b. Frank Houghton…
i. Wrote about the mission of “Facing a Task Unfinished”
1. That song addressed…What are you called to do?
ii. But he also wrote another song… Answering the question…
1. To whom are you called?
a. "Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour,
All for love's sake becamest poor;
Thrones for a manger didst surrender,
Sapphire-paved courts for stable floor.
Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour,
All for love's sake becomes poor.
b. Thou who art God beyond all praising,
All for love's sake becamest man;
Stooping so low, but sinners raising
Heavenwards by thine eternal plan.
Thou who art God beyond all praising,
All for love's sake becamest man.
c. Thou who art love beyond all telling,
Saviour and King, we worship thee.
Emmanuel, within us dwelling,
Make us what thou wouldst have us be.
Thou who art love beyond all telling,
Saviour and King, we worship thee."

Prayer (Matthew 12:15-21)[footnoteRef:15] [15:  The reign of God is established in the rule of my King.  Jesus is not only the theme of the SOTM, nor the theme of Matthew; He is the theme of my life.  Living out the SOTM means bowing to the rule of the True King.  As Christians live in a tension between the already / not yet, they rejoice in the established reign of Christ over the Earth and struggle in a world that is not our home as “salt and light” in a broken world.  
] 

15 Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. And many followed him, and he healed them all 16 and ordered them not to make him known. 17 This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah:
18 “Behold, my servant whom I have chosen,
    my beloved with whom my soul is well pleased.
I will put my Spirit upon him,
    and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.
19 He will not quarrel or cry aloud,
    nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets;
20 a bruised reed he will not break,
    and a smoldering wick he will not quench,
until he brings justice to victory;
21     and in his name the Gentiles will hope.”
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Benediction (Numbers 6:24-26)
24 The Lord bless you and keep you;
25 the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
26 the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.
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