“Jesus, the Law, and the Christian (Matt. 5:17-20)”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The Title of this sermon was used by Sinclair Ferguson in his commentary on the Sermon on the Mount for this passage.] 

Matthew 5:17-20
Good Morning Beloved,
· John Newton – ““ignorance of the nature and design of the law is at the bottom of most religious mistakes.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  John Newton, Select Letters of John Newton, 36] 

· Sherri Givens… Elementary School Children… playground.
· Let’s remove the fences so that the children are not confined… 
· Rather than news of a child running away the teacher observed that the children shrank back in fear.
· When the fences were put back… the children filled the whole space of the playground…. In the freedom of Joy.
· The law is composed of specific commandments God has given to his people to regulate the whole of their lives.  
· As Christians hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
· they will be drawn to:
· the importance of the law, 
· the fulfillment of the law in Christ, 
· the depth of the law in obedience, 
· and the law’s ability to distinguish those in the kingdom and those who are outside of it.  
· John Stott rightly wrote, “Law and love need each other.  Love needs law for its direction, while law needs love for its inspiration.”[footnoteRef:3]    [3:  John Stott, Romans, commenting on Romans 13:8-10] 

· The greatest tragedy in the Christian life is not recognizing who you are in Christ.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Source of this saying is unknown….] 



Reading of God’s Word 
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.



Preaching of God’s Word 
1) The Importance of the Law (vs. 17a)
a. 17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets;  
i. to destroy the law, or the prophets
1. —that is, “the authority and principles of the Old Testament[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown, Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible, vol. 2 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997), 20.] 

ii. The First Prophet in the Bible was Adam.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Westminster Confession of Faith XIX.1 – “1. God gave to Adam a law, as a covenant of works, by which he bound him and all his posterity to personal, entire, exact, and perpetual obedience; promised life upon the fulfilling, and threatened death upon the breach of it; and endued him with power and ability to keep it.”] 

1. Prophet – forthtells / applying God’s truth to the situation (Gen. 2:18)
2. Priest – representatively led people in worship (Gen. 2:15)
3. King – exercises dominion over the creation (Gen. 1:26)
iii. POINT:  ADAM as Prophet…
1. Isaiah 40:28 - Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.
a. GOD is your Creator!
iv. The next Great Prophet in the Bible was Moses (Deut. 18:9-22).[footnoteRef:7] [7:  WCF XIX.2 – “2. This law, after his fall, continued to be a perfect rule of righteousness; and, as such, was delivered by God upon mount Sinai in ten commandments, and written in two tables; the first four commandments containing our duty towards God, and the other six our duty to man.”] 

1. Vs. 9-12 – Nine superstitions
a. “... There is no enchantment or soothsaying which has any power against Israel” – Edward Young
2. Vs. 13-14 – Purposeful purity
a. “It was their task to instruct the people in the Law and also to promote, as far as possible, a living fellowship and relationship with the Lord by means of the sacrifices at the altar.” - Young
3. Vs. 15-22 – A Prophet like Moses
a. A consecrated mediator (vs. 16-18)
i. 15 “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16 just as you desired of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 17 And the Lord said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. 18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 
b. A continuing ministry (vs. 19-22)
i. 19 And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him. 20 But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name that I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that same prophet shall die.’ 21 And if you say in your heart, ‘How may we know the word that the Lord has not spoken?’— 22 when a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the word does not come to pass or come true, that is a word that the Lord has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You need not be afraid of him.
4. POINT of Moses as Prophet:
a. Ex. 20:1-2 - 20 And God spoke all these words, saying, 2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.
i. Westminster Shorter Catechism Q. 44. What doth the preface to the ten commandments teach us?
A. The preface to the ten commandments teacheth us that because God is the Lord, and our God, and redeemer, therefore we are bound to keep all his commandments.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  WLC gives a fuller answer… Q. 101. What is the preface to the Ten Commandments?
A. The preface to the Ten Commandments is contained in these words, I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Wherein God manifesteth his sovereignty, as being JEHOVAH, the eternal, immutable, and almighty God; having his being in and of himself, and giving being to all his words and works: and that he is a God in covenant, as with Israel of old, so with all his people; who, as he brought them out of their bondage in Egypt, so he delivereth us from our spiritual thraldom; and that therefore we are bound to take him for our God alone, and to keep all his commandments.] 

b. GOD is your Redeemer.
v. Two of the Most Famous Prophets in showing why the Law is not abolished.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Raymond Dillard, Faith in the Face of Apostasy:  the Gospel according to Elijah a& Elisha] 

1.  The nature of the LORD God expressed through his servant Elijah (Isa. 40:3; Matt. 3:3)
a. Provision amid Famine – 1 Kings 17:7-16
b. Life amid death – 1 Kings 17:17-24
c. Fidelity amid Greed – 1 Kings 18:1-19
d. Covenant Faithfulness amid Apostasy – 1 Kings 18:20-40
e. Election amid exile – 1 Kings 19:9-18
2. The care of the Lord God expressed through his servant Elisha (Isa. 61:1-3; Matt. 4:23-25)
a. Restored sight to the blind (2 Kings 6:18-20)
b. Cured leprosy (2 Kings 5)
c. Restored the dead to life (2 Kings 4:32-37; 8:4-5; 13:21)
d. And good news to the destitute (4:1-7; 7:1-2; 8:6)
3. POINT of Elijah and Elisha as Prophets:
a. GOD is your KING!
vi. The Importance of the LAW is that the LAW reveals the LAW-GIVER.
1. The freedom of joy comes through being in a right relationship with GOD!
a. Tragically… the law and the Prophets reveal more than we missed the mark… but that we miss…
vii. Rom. 3:23 – “…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…”
b. Transition:  For those who fall short of the glory of God… Jesus comes as KING.
i. Tim Keller – “See how Jesus came as a king—but a king who had to bear the greatest burden anyone ever has.”
2) The Fulfillment of the Law in Christ (Vs. 17b)
a. 17b… I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 
i. Jesus lifestyle certainly contradicted traditional Jewish interpretation of the law.
1. Talks to women (John 4)
a. John 4:6-7 - 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon. 7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)
b. 25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.”
c. 26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.”
2. Spent a lot of time with sinners and even sat down at the table with them.
a. Matt. 9:10ff - 10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came and ate with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”
b. 12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”
3. Seemed to repeal the law as all foods are now clean 
a. Mark 7:14-19 - 14 And he called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, and understand: 15 There is nothing outside a person that by going into him can defile him, but the things that come out of a person are what defile him.” 17 And when he had entered the house and left the people, his disciples asked him about the parable. 18 And he said to them, “Then are you also without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into a person from outside cannot defile him, 19 since it enters not his heart but his stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he declared all foods clean.)
4. Healed on the Sabbath.
a. Luke 6:5ff - 5 And he said to them, “The Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.”6 On another Sabbath, he entered the synagogue and was teaching, and a man was there whose right hand was withered. 7 And the scribes and the Pharisees watched him, to see whether he would heal on the Sabbath, so that they might find a reason to accuse him. 8 But he knew their thoughts, and he said to the man with the withered hand, “Come and stand here.” And he rose and stood there. 9 And Jesus said to them, “I ask you, is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save life or to destroy it?” 10 And after looking around at them all he said to him, “Stretch out your hand.” And he did so, and his hand was restored. 11 But they were filled with fury and discussed with one another what they might do to Jesus.
5. Limited the freedom of men to divorce their wives (Matt. 19:7-9)
6. Declared people forgive on his own authority (Luke 7:39-50)
7. Cast business people out of the temple (John 2).  
ii. I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil—Not to subvert, abrogate, or annul, 
1. but to establish the law and the prophets—
2. to unfold them, to embody them in living form, and to enshrine them in the reverence, affection, and character of men, am I come.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown, Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible, vol. 2 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997), 20.] 

iii. The promise of God to make a New Covenant became a reality in Jesus.
1. Jeremiah 31:33-34 - 33 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”
a. Calvin – “…. For he actually fulfilled it, by quickening, with His Spirit, the dead letter, and then exhibiting, in reality, what had hitherto appeared only in figures.”[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Calvin, 277.] 

b. Adam… God is your Creator.
i. Christ… Col. 1:16 - 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him.
c. Moses… God is your Redeemer
i. Christ… Gal. 4:4-5 - 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.
d. Elijah and Elisha… God is your King.
i. Christ… Rev. 1:4-6 - Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 6 and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
1. J.C. Ryle – “The Old Testament is the gospel in the bud; the new Testament is the gospel in full flower.”[footnoteRef:12] [12:  ] 

3) The Depth of the Law in Obedience (Vs. 18-19)
a. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.
i. 18. Jot, tittle (ἰῶτα, κεραία). 
1. Jot is for jod, the smallest letter in the Hebrew alphabet. 
2. Tittle is the little bend or point which serves to distinguish certain Hebrew letters of similar appearance. 
a. Jewish tradition mentions the letter jod as being irremovable; adding that, if all men in the world were gathered to abolish the least letter in the law, they would not succeed. 
b. The guilt of changing those little hooks which distinguish between certain Hebrew letters is declared to be so great that, if such a thing were done, the world would be destroyed.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Marvin Richardson Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament, vol. 1 (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1887), 40.] 

b. 19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
i. Q. 99. What rules are to be observed for the right understanding of the Ten Commandments?
1. A. For the right understanding of the Ten Commandments, these rules are to be observed: (There are eight thoughts in the original, but I selected three for today).
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]1. That the law is perfect, and bindeth every one to full conformity in the whole man unto the righteousness thereof, and unto entire obedience forever; so as to require the utmost perfection of every duty, and to forbid the least degree of every sin.
i. Psalm 19:7 - The law of the Lord is perfect,
    reviving the soul;
the testimony of the Lord is sure,
    making wise the simple;
b. 2. That it is spiritual, and so reacheth the understanding, will, affections, and all other powers of the soul; as well as words, works, and gestures.
i. Deut. 6:5 - 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.
c. 8. That in what is commanded to others, we are bound, according to our places and callings, to be helpful to them; and to take heed of partaking with others in what is forbidden them.
i. 2 Corinthians 1:24 - Not that we lord it over your faith, but we work with you for your joy, for you stand firm in your faith.
ii. The fulfillment of the Law by Christ compels us to help one another as Christ has helped us.
1. 2 Cor. 5:14-15 - 14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.
a. Calvin – “Those who shall our contempt on the doctrine of the law, or on a single syllable of it, will be rejected as the lowest of men (by which he then says… the most useless in the world)”[footnoteRef:14] [14:  John Calvin, The Harmony of the Evangelists, 279] 

4) The Distinction from the Law (vs. 20)
a. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
i. Sinclair Ferguson – “… our attitude to the law of God is an index of our attitude to God Himself.”[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Sinclair Ferguson, The Sermon on the Mount:  Kingdom Life in a Fallen World, 77] 

1. The law then divides those who look to God by faith… and those who relate to God by unbelief.
a. ESV Study Bible – “They took pride in outward conformity to many extrabiblical regulations but still had impure hearts (see 23:5, 23, 27–28). 
b. But kingdom righteousness works from the inside out because it first produces changed hearts and new motivations (Rom. 6:17; 2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 5:22–23; Phil. 2:12; Heb. 8:10), so that the actual conduct of Jesus’ followers does in fact “[exceed] the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees.”
ii. Application:
1. #1 – Don’t despise the Law and the Prophets…. “Not that useful.”
a. Read the Bible every day… Ps. 119:105 (KJV) - 105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.
2. #2 – Don’t lessen the demands of the Law and the Prophets… “Nobody is perfect.”
a. Remember the NKJV statement of 1 Tim. 1:11… the glorious gospel of the blessed God
3. #3 – Don’t forget the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets.
a. Luke 24:44-47 - 44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.
5) Conclusion
a.  John Newton – 
i. Let us love, and sing, and wonder,
Let us praise the Saviour’s name!
He has hush’d the law’s loud thunder,
He has quench’d mount Sinai’s flame:
He has wash’d us with his blood,
He has brought us nigh to God.
ii. 2 Let us love the Lord who bought us,
Pity’d us when enemies,
Call’d us by his grace, and taught us,
Gave us ears, and gave us eyes:
He has wash’d us with his blood,
He presents our souls to God.
iii. 3 Let us sing, though fierce temptations
Threaten hard to bear us down!
For the Lord, our strong salvation,
Holds in view the conqu’ror’s crown:
He who wash’d us with his blood,
Soon will bring us home to God.
iv. 4 Let us wonder, grace and justice
Join, and point to mercy’s store;
When through grace in Christ our trust is,
Justice smiles, and asks no more:
He who wash’d us with his blood,
Has secur’d our way to God.
v. 5 Let us praise and join the chorus
Of the saints enthron’d on high;
Here they trusted him before us,
Now their praises fill the sky;
“Thou hast wash’d us with thy blood,
Thou art worthy, Lamb of God!”
vi. 6 Hark! the name of Jesus sounded
Loud from golden harps above!
Lord, we blush, and are confounded,
Faint our praises, cold our love!
Wash our souls and songs with blood,
For by thee we come to God.



Prayer (Matthew 12:15-21)[footnoteRef:16] [16:  The problem for the church of how to be actively involved in the world without accommodating it is addressed by Jesus’ teaching about salt and light.  By preserving and sacrificing for a society that, if left to itself, will rot and deteriorate, Christians are the salt of the earth.  But there is also a flavoring that occurs in society because of Christian zeal for life and faithfulness.  Additionally, Christians are the “light of the world,” who proclaim the truth of moral and spiritual realities.  By manifesting the gospel in word and deed, Christians are “the city that the world needs” (Ferguson, p. 64) to call all to life in Christ.    
] 

15 Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. And many followed him, and he healed them all 16 and ordered them not to make him known. 17 This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah:
18 “Behold, my servant whom I have chosen,
    my beloved with whom my soul is well pleased.
I will put my Spirit upon him,
    and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.
19 He will not quarrel or cry aloud,
    nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets;
20 a bruised reed he will not break,
    and a smoldering wick he will not quench,
until he brings justice to victory;
21     and in his name the Gentiles will hope.”


Benediction (Numbers 6:24-26)
24 The Lord bless you and keep you;
25 the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
26 the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.
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