May 19, 2024 - Don’t Miss...The Fire Within — Pentecost

Have you ever been so excited about something you just couldn’t help but tell everyone all
about it? Was it Jesus? (Some of you are now going...wait? What?!) But have you ever been Kg&™

so excited about what Jesus is doing in your life that you just can’t keep silent? No matter \‘ = ?CVU*/ /V{(AS
what your answer to that question...join us this weekend as we explore the fire that can be

within us...and how it happens!

Scripture:

Acts 2:1-13 NLT On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one place. 2Suddenly, there was a
sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting. 3Then, what
looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. *And everyone present was filled with the
Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability. > At that time there were devout
Jews from every nation living in Jerusalem. ®When they heard the loud noise, everyone came running, and they were
bewildered to hear their own languages being spoken by the believers. ’ They were completely amazed. “How can this
be?” they exclaimed. “These people are all from Galilee, #2and yet we hear them speaking in our own native
languages! °Here we are—Parthians, Medes, Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, the
province of Asia, ¥ Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, and the areas of Libya around Cyrene, visitors from Rome ! (both Jews and
converts to Judaism), Cretans, and Arabs. And we all hear these people speaking in our own languages about the wonderful
things God has done!” 2 They stood there amazed and perplexed. “What can this mean?” they asked each other. 3 But
others in the crowd ridiculed them, saying, “They’re just drunk, that’s all!”

Luke 24:13-33 NLT That same day two of Jesus’ followers were walking to the village of Emmaus, seven miles! from
Jerusalem. * As they walked along they were talking about everything that had happened. ** As they talked and discussed
these things, Jesus himself suddenly came and began walking with them. 1 But God kept them from recognizing him. 1’ He
asked them, “What are you discussing so intently as you walk along?” They stopped short, sadness written across their
faces. ¥ Then one of them, Cleopas, replied, “You must be the only person in Jerusalem who hasn’t heard about all the
things that have happened there the last few days.” '° “What things?” Jesus asked. “The things that happened to Jesus,
the man from Nazareth,” they said. “He was a prophet who did powerful miracles, and he was a mighty teacher in the
eyes of God and all the people. 2°But our leading priests and other religious leaders handed him over to be condemned
to death, and they crucified him. 2! We had hoped he was the Messiah who had come to rescue Israel. This all happened
three days ago. 2 “Then some women from our group of his followers were at his tomb early this morning, and they came
back with an amazing report. 2 They said his body was missing, and they had seen angels who told them Jesus is
alive! 2*Some of our men ran out to see, and sure enough, his body was gone, just as the women had said.” 2> Then Jesus
said to them, “You foolish people! You find it so hard to believe all that the prophets wrote in the Scriptures. % Wasn’t it
clearly predicted that the Messiah would have to suffer all these things before entering his glory?” ¥ Then Jesus took them
through the writings of Moses and all the prophets, explaining from all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 28 By
this time they were nearing Emmaus and the end of their journey. Jesus acted as if he were going on, 2°but they begged
him, “Stay the night with us, since it is getting late.” So he went home with them. 3° As they sat down to eat, he took the
bread and blessed it. Then he broke it and gave it to them. 3! Suddenly, their eyes were opened, and they recognized him.
And at that moment he disappeared! 32 They said to each other, “Didn’t our hearts burn within us as he talked with us on
the road and explained the Scriptures to us?” 33 And within the hour they were on their way back to Jerusalem.

Questions:
e Has your heart ever felt like it was “on fire”? If so, what was/is it on fire for? How does it feel?
e Imagine what it would have been like to be there that first Pentecost day — how do you think you would feel?
What do you think you would do?
e Every day, the Holy Spirit is at work in the world — it is the part of God at work today here on earth. What do you
know about the Spirit? Have you ever tried opening yourself up to the Spirit? This week — try it! In your prayer
time — ask the Holy Spirit to come and meet you. See what happens!

Reading for the Week: Monday: 1 Corinthians 6:17 Tuesday: Romans 8:11
Wednesday: Isaiah 11:2 Thursday: 2 Peter 1:21 Friday: Psalm 51:11


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2024&version=NLT#fen-NLT-25971c

