
RENOVARE
Union with Christ:

Biblical Perspectives and 
Contemporary Mission

May 31 & June 1
St John’s Anglican Church,  

Kingston (Portsmouth Village)

Stephen Chester, Lord and Lady Coggan 
Professor of New Testament, Wycliffe College

THIS EVENT IS SPONSORED BY: 
St. John’s Portsmouth

St. Thomas’ Church Reddendale 
St. Peter’s Church Collins Bay

St. John’s Bath • St. Alban’s Odessa
The Parish of Lakes and Locks

The Parish of Central Frontenac
The Church of St. Mary Magdalene, 

Picton • St. George’s Cathedral 

SCHEDULE

Friday, May 31
Registration	 6:30–7 p.m.

Session 1	� 7–8:30 p.m. 
(Coffee available)

Saturday, June 1
Registration	 8:30–9 a.m. 
	 (Coffee available)

Morning Prayer	 9–9:15 a.m.

Welcome	 9:15–9:30 a.m.

Session 2	 9:30–10:30 a.m.

Coffee Break	 10:30–10:45 a.m.

Session 3	 10:45–11:45 a.m.

Mid-day Prayers	 11:45 a.m.–12 noon

Lunch	 12 noon–1 p.m.

Session 4	 1–2 p.m.

Thanks and Goodbye	 2–2:15 p.m.

REGISTRATION

Name

Parish or Church

Address

Email

Telephone

Please select which event you are registering: 

☐ �Friday Night & Saturday $35 
(lunch is provided)

☐ Friday Night $10

☐ �Saturday $25 (lunch is provided)

Any food challenges for Saturday lunch?

Method of payment:

☐ Cheque (if mailing registration)

☐ �Cash (if dropping of in person to St. John’s 
Anglican Church)

☐ �etransfer to portsmouthstjohns@gmail.com 

Registration can be mailed to or drop off at 
St John’s Anglican Church, 41 Church Street, 
Kingston, ON. K7M 1H2




Stephen Chester Bio 
Since August 2019 Dr Stephen Chester has served as 
Lord and Lady Coggan Professor of New Testament 
at Wycliffe College, Toronto. He previously served 
on faculty at North Park Theological Seminary, 
Chicago (2006-2019) and International Christian 
College, Glasgow (1999-2006). He is the author of 
Reading Paul with the Reformers: Reconciling Old and 
New Perspectives (Eerdmans, 2017) and Conversion at 
Corinth: Perspectives on Conversion in Paul’s Theology 
and the Corinthian Church (T&T Clark, 2003). Stephen 
did all his theological study at the University of 
Glasgow and was ordained in the Church of Scotland. 
He is married to Betsy, who is a kindergarten 
teacher, and they have two adult sons, Iain and Mark.



RENOVARE 
One-day conference will explore Christian 
themes around one, what are the marks of a 
disciple of Jesus, two, how following Jesus 
coincides with the reordering of our heart’s love 
and desires and three, mission is not a duty but 
central of to the development of the Christian 
life as disciple of Jesus Christ.

Summary of Talks …

SESSION 1  
Why does union with  
Christ matter?
Union with Christ is currently provoking 
significant interest in biblical and theological 
studies, but why should those of us engaged 
in Christian mission and ministry care about 
it? This session explores the centrality of 
union with Christ to the message of salvation 
presented by the biblical texts, especially 
the letters of Paul. We will also evaluate the 
importance of union with Christ in early 
Protestant exegesis and theology, especially  
that of Martin Luther and that of John Calvin.

SESSION 2 
“Consider yourselves dead” 
(Rom 6:11): Union with Christ in 
Romans 6 and Conversion
Romans 6 is a remarkable text in which Paul 
uses the theme of union with Christ to integrate 
into a single theological discourse what might 
otherwise be regarded as opposite elements 
in his teaching: justification and baptism, 
death and life, gift and demand, divine 
initiative and human response, revisions to 
self-understanding and bodily obedience. This 
session explores the implications of how the 
theme of union with Christ is used in Romans 
6 for our understanding of the nature of 
conversion.

COST
$35 for Friday evening and Saturday 
(includes lunch). $10 for those who can only 
come Friday night and $25 for only Saturday 
(incluces lunch). Pay by cheque or drop 
registration form and money off at the  
St. John’s office. (regisration form on back). 

Address: 41 Church St, Kingston 
Phone: (613) 542-6464

SESSION 3 
“I in them and you in me”  
(John 17:23): Union with Christ 
in John 17 and Mission
John 17 presents Jesus prayer for his disciples 
immediately before they go out from the Last 
Supper to his arrest in Gethsemane. It offers 
a distinctively Johannine perspective on 
Jesus’ departure and on the disciples’ future 
mission. It is by participating in the intimate 
union between the Father and the Son that the 
disciples will be able to continue his mission 
in a hostile world. We will explore what this 
means for the nature of the church and for its 
proclamation of the gospel. 

SESSION 4 
Union with Christ and  
Christian Discipleship Today
The contemporary church often has difficulty 
in establishing clear patterns of discipleship. 
We know that faith must bring change if it is 
genuine, but we have difficulty in articulating 
the specific commitments and practices 
entailed by faith that should characterize the 
life of the church. Can reflection upon with 
Christ help us to express more concretely the 
ritual and ethical shape of the Christian life in 
the twenty-first century?


