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LITTLE CHILDREN,

LET US LOVE,

NOT IN WORD OR SPEECH, BUT IN

TRUTH AND ACTION.

1 JOHN 3:18, NRrsv

April 21, 2024
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Rev. Steven Bonsey, Officiant
Lee Yezek, Minister of Music
Rob — Chalice



ENTRANCE HYMN My God, thy table now is spread (Rockingham) (H 321)
The people standing, the Celebrant says

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

GLORIA S 277 Glory to God (Hurd) (BCP p. 356)
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357)

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his
voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with
you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons

FIRST READING: Acts 4:5-12
The people sit.

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

“The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, ‘with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas,
John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. "When they had made the
prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?”
“Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, “if we are
questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this
man has been healed, "“let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man
is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you
crucified, whom God raised from the dead. ''This Jesus is

‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;

it has become the cornerstone.’

“There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals
by which we must be saved.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.

PSALM: Psalm 23
Remain seated.



'The LORD is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.
’He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.
‘He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake.
‘Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
*You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.
*Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:16-24
The people sit.

A Reading from the First letter of John.

“We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for
one another. "How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a
brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?

'*Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. ’And by this we
will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him “*whenever our
hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. *'Beloved, if our
hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; *’and we receive from him whatever we
ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him.

»*And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and love one another, just as he has commanded us. **All who obey his commandments abide in
him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has
given us.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.

SEQUENCE HYMN Come, ye faithful, raise the strain (St. Kevin) (H 199)

All stand.

GOSPEL: John 10:11-18

All stand.

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.



[Jesus said,] ''“T am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
?The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and
leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. “The hired hand
runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. ‘I am the good shepherd. I know my
own and my own know me, “*just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down
my life for the sheep. '‘I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also,
and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. "For this reason the
Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. '*No one takes it from
me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it
up again. I have received this command from my Father.”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON - REV. STEVEN BONSEY

THE CREED (BCP p. 358)
All stand.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
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With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (BCP p. 359)
All remain standing.

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church;

That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;

That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;

That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;

Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

Silence
The People may add their own petitions.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

PRAYERS FOR THOSE ON THE ST. MARK'S PRAYER LIST
Let us pray for our own needs and others.

Jennifer Hurley, Anna Oliversen, Kate, Fran Fletcher, Marlene Marchilena, Elizabeth, Kathryn
Read, Evie and her family Beth, Brendan, and Corinne, Andrew Ward, Marcia & Ralph Regner,
Jane, Lisa, Ben, Ross, Bonnie, Pamela, Stan, Bob, Brian Smith, Angela, Lorenz, Ovril, Margaret
Bateman, James Martin, Ann, Cathy, Pam Hilton, Frank Hilton, Sherrie Carroll, Judy, Janet
Farmer, Betty & Tom MacNamara, Brooke, Gertrude Meaden, Sandra, Charlotte, David
Andrew, Sue Sweeney, Olivia, Sue, Elizabeth

This list is evaluated on a periodic basis; please contact Rev. Will or Herb Elliott if you have
updates.

We Pray for those who have recently died

Christopher Hemingway, Bernatte Snowdon.



Thanksgiving for healing
Don Parsons Gill Dube

PRAYER FOR THE PARISH (said by all)

Almingly and everliving God, ruler of all things inheaven
And earth , hear our prayers for this Parish family. Strengthen
the faithful,arouse the careless, and restore the penitent.
Grant us all things necessary for our common life, and bring
Us all to be of one heart and mind within your holy Church;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE PRAYER OF TRANSITION
Read Responsively

Assist us, Lord in living hopefully into the future. *

In the face of change, help us to set unnecessary fears aside and to recognize our potential
for creative response.

Help us to develop a reasonable optimism when confronted by “the new” and to guard against
our own defensiveness. *

Be with us as we remember to celebrate former times, and keep us from unreasonable
yearning for them, which takes us from the work you have set before us in our time.

All this we ask in the name of your Child, our Savior, Jesus Christ. * Amen

CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 359)
The Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.



The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

THE PEACE (BCP p. 360)

All stand.
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Holy Communion

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
The Celebrant says

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.
Psalm 50:14
OFFERTORY ANTHEM (BCP p. 361)

THE DOXOLOGY V. 3 From all that dwell below the skies (Old 100th) (H 380)

The Great Thanksgiving

The People remain standing.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of
the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us
everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:



SANCTUS: S-128
Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

The People stand or kneel.
The Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.’
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

b

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues

EPICLESIS (BCP p. 369)

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,
and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.



THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363)
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
FRACTION ANTHEM: ALLELUIA S - 155

INVITATION (BCP p. 364)
The Celebrant says

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

DISTRIBUTION (BCP p. 365)
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people.

The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. [Amen.]

COMMUNION HYMN Praise the Lord, rise up rejoicing (Alles ist an Gottes Segen) (H 334)

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365)
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food



in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING (BCP p. 366)
The Priest blesses the people, saying

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain
with you for ever. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION Savior, like a shepherd lead us (Sicilian Mariners) (H 708)

DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366)
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2024 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.

Announcements

April 21st to April 28th
Sunday, April 21st
10 a.m. — Holy Eucharist - Rev. Steven Bonsey
Wednesday, April 24th
7 p.m. — Monthly Communications meeting, contact Kyla for Zoom link.
Thursday, April 25th

10 a.m. — 5 p.m., St. Mark’s office open
7:00 p.m., Choir Practice
Friday, April 26th
9 a.m. — Friday Bible Study, Johnson’s in Groton
Sunday, April 28th

10 a.m. — Holy Eucharist - Rev. Bergmann
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Faraja School in Tanzania

During April and May, the funds collected in the Outreach box in the sanctuary will support the
Africa-based Faraja Primary School and Foundation, which the Ellis family visited in February.
More information about the Faraja School can be found at Faraja Primary School for Children
with Physical Disabilities (farajaschool.org). Please contact Jean at jean.m.ellis@comcast.net if
you have any questions.

Dinner Church is an alternative worship experience based on the traditions of the early church.
Participants gather for a meal that also incorporates times of prayer and discussion. The
experience is family-friendly, inviting multiple generations to reflect and pray together while
enjoying the community built around a dinner table. All are welcome, no matter where you are

on your spiritual journey. St. Mark&#39;s next dinner church will be held on Sunday, April 21st,
at5

p.m. Contact Judie Hilton if you plan to attend at jakhilton@gmail.com.

Monthly Communications Meeting. Join us on Wednesday, April 24th, at 7 p.m. via Zoom.
Team leaders and anyone interested in supporting St. Mark’s communications to the wider
community are invited to join our Digital Communications Specialist, Kyla Clark, to discuss the

communications plan for the month, including activities and themes we want to highlight.

St. Paul’s Soup Kitchen Volunteer Opportunities

The next soup kitchen is on Wednesday, May 1st, 2024. We will be serving our popular meal of
meatloaf, mashed potatoes, salad, dessert, bread, and milk. If you would like to be added to the
sign-up for donations, e-mail Paul Ackroyd at phackroyd@verizon.net. Drop-off is at St. Mark’s
(outside the admin wing - right-hand side of the building).

St. Mark’s News
Rector and St. Mark’s Office Hours - Typically, the office is open on Thursdays from 10 a.m.

to 5 p.m. In addition, Rev. Bergmann is in the office from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. To schedule an
office appointment, please email secretary@st-mark.org or call (978) 692-7849 and leave a voice

message. Thank you.
The next Vestry Meeting will be Sunday, May 5th, at 1 p.m. after church. Contact Scott Hilton
for a link if you would like to join.

Prayer List Updating
To add a person to any part of the prayer list or to remove someone, please contact Herb Elliott
at herb.elliott@cheza.com.
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Ongoing Ministries

Food Collection - a reminder that we collect food in the wicker basket in the Narthex all year
long. The need is constant, so if you have non-perishables and personal care items, please feel
free to put them in the basket.

St. Mark’s Friday Bible Study meets every other week at a local restaurant to discuss the
lectionary readings for the week. New members are welcome! If you’d like to join, e-mail Herb
Elliott at herb.elliott@cheza.com, and he will add you to the email distribution and send you the
readings.

Pastoral Care: Want to receive communion? Need prayers for healing? Just want to talk to a
priest? Please email or call Herb Elliott at herb.elliott@cheza.com or call 978-501-8479. Herb
heads up our Pastoral Care team and can have you added to the prayer list, arrange for a Pastoral
Care team member to give you a call, send a card, or organize other support. Herb also has

contact information for local clergy who have offered to respond to Pastoral Care needs.
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St Mark's Episcopal Church
@stmark75

SENIOR WARDEN
Scott Hilton, wscotthilton@gmail.com, Cell #: (978) 302-1088

MINISTER OF MUSIC
Lee Yezek: lyezek@gmail.com

VESTRY MEMBERS
Tom Ellis, Jr. Warden; Joan O’Hare, Treasurer; Herb Elliott, Clerk; Paul Ackroyd, At-Large;
Chrissy Hemingway, Pre-School Representative; Melissa Dewing, Dorothy Gaumer, Kris
O’Reilly, Ellen Tremblay, At-Large.
St. Mark’s Website: www.st-mark.org

Email: secretary(@st-mark.org
Phone: (978) 692-7849

Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/stmarkwestford
YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEcL-R4RICNJsOMsDmsJppQ
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