AN B
Third Sunday of Easter, April 14, 2024
10 a.m. at Worship at Zion’s Lutheran Church

Welcome Friends and Guests: The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter
is always one in which the risen Christ shares food with the disciples,
meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share each Sunday. In
today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and shows them the
meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures,
the two main elements of our Sunday worship.

Serving this Sunday:

Worship — Lisa Rygiel, Peggy Gustafson & Tracy Wahl

Musicians — Connie Pallone, Melodie Lanosga & Sharon Sorenson
Ushers — Tracy Wahl & John Rygiel

Communion Preparation — Kathy Broman & Doris Blalock

Worship and Communion: In God's boundless diversity, we are made in
God's image! If you are visiting or new to our faith family, please fill out a
yellow guest card and put it in the offering plate so we have a record of
your visit. Come back and worship with us each Sunday at 10 a.m. Those
worshiping today may come forward for the sacraments or cross your arms
across your chest for a blessing. This is Christ’s table, all are welcome, as
Christ welcomes all.

Fellowship: Join us after worship in the Fellowship Hall for coffee and
conversation. Church Council also will be meeting downstairs in the
Fellowship Hall.

Other Information: Restrooms are in the Fellowship Hall adjoining the
sanctuary; our ushers can direct you. For pastoral care, call Vicar Lisa
Rygiel at the church — 719-846-7785 or contact her via email:
zionsluth@gmail.com. Additional information about Zion's can be found on
our website at zionsluth.org.



mailto:kateschlechter2005@gmail.com

~Gathering~
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Gathering of Prayers & Call to Worship

How joyful it is, to celebrate the good news of God’s love!
We are called to be Easter people!

Darkness cannot claim us!
Fear cannot bind us!

Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed! Amen!

reetin
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.
Gathering Hymn: #380 Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!
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I Hal-le - lu - jah!  Je - sus lives! He is now the Liv - ing One;
2 Je-sus lives! Why do you weep? Why that sad and mourn-ful sigh?
3 Je-sus lives! And thus, my soul, life e - ter - nal waits for you;
4 Je-sus lives! Let  all re - joice. Praise him, ran-somed of  the earth.
5 Hal-lc - lu - jah!  An- gcls, sing! Join with us in hymns of praisc.

v

= e e : e E——— !
) 1 -
Hf'—d\j/ | - J_J__J Jl = .- J_W_i ! E' /)
from the gloom-y halls of death Christ,the con-quer-or, has gone,
Christ who died our broth-er here lives our broth-er still  on high,
joined to Christ, your liv - ing head, where he is, you shall be too;
Praisc him in a no - bler song. cher - u-bim of hecav'n-ly birth.
Let  your cho - rus swecll the strain which our fee - bler voic - es  raisc:
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bright fore-run - ner to  the skies of his peo - ple, yet to rise.
lives for-ev - er to  be - stow bless-ings on his church be - low.
with the Lord, at God’sright hand, as a vic - tor you shall stand.
Praise the vic - tor  king, whose sway sin  and death and hell o - bey.
Glo - ry to our God a - bove and on earth his peace and love!
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Confession & Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin,
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God...

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Do not be afraid. The Light of God has vanquished the darkness! Christ is risen! Doubts are
erased. Rejoice! God’s love is poured upon you, how and forever. Amen.

Kyrie
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Chrst, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin  and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ale in us new hearts!
Prayer of the Day

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children.
Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

~Word~
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Acts 3:12-19

12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you
stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?

13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors
has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of
Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous
One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom
God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses.

16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and
know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence
of all of you.

17"And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this
way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would
suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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Responsive Reading: Psalm 4

LAnswer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; you set me free when I was in
distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer.

2"You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; how long will you love
illusions and seek after lies?”

3Know that the Lord does wonders for the faithful; the Lord will hear me when I call.
4Tremble, then, and do not sin; speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.

50Offer the appointed sacrifices, and put your trust in the Lord.
6Many are saying, "Who will show us any good?” Let the light of your face shine
upon us, O Lord.

7You have put gladness in my heart, more than when grain and wine abound.
8In peace, I will lie down and sleep; for you alone, O Lord, make me rest secure.

Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-7

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that
is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we
do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And
all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 4Everyone who commits
sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he was revealed to take
away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has
either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does
what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48

The holy gospel according to St. Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They
were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost.
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38He said to them, “"Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 3°Look
at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not
have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 490And when he had said this, he showed
them his hands and his feet.

41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you
anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in
their presence.

44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you
— that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms
must be fulfilled.”

45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it
is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and
that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: Vicar Lisa Rygiel

Hymn of the Day: #389 Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing (next page)
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Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Invitation to Prayer

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all those in need of good news.

Prayers of the People

O God our holy one, you feed our deepest hungers. As we share the holy meal that is the
body and blood of Jesus given for us, lead us to share all that we have, and find, in
generosity, abundant life.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

O God our creator, you bring forth all life on earth. Calm storms, bring water to parched
places, and protect the climate, that this planet would sustain life in all its variety.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

O God our savior, you offer wisdom and guidance beyond all human knowledge. Instruct
lawmakers, judges, and elected officials to make decisions grounded in your justice and
care for all people.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

O God our elder, you care for all of your children. Encourage those who are in times of
transition, facing the loss of old ways and routines and anticipating change. Guide those
who journey in grief, hope, and uncertainty especially we pray for..

God of grace, hear our prayer.

O God our center, you bring all people together in you. Help us to remember our identity
and purpose in our ministry. Move us to love our neighbors as ourselves and to share in
beloved community.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

O God our resting place, your Son Jesus promised that we are held in your love forever. We
remember our beloved who have died. As we remember and share their love, comfort those
who mourn.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding
love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen.
Peace

I invite you to exchange signs of peace with one another using these traditional words that
have been spoken by Easter Christians throughout the centuries: Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Please share Christ’s Peace.



~Meal~
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering

You can give via check or cash, by mail to 510 Pine Street, or online at: https://tithe.ly/
give _new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1334741.

Offertory: #385 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! Vs. 2
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Offering Prayer
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts,

ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also, with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy (next page)
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Thanksgiving at the Table

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness
endures from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to
you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the
Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the
wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus,
your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for
your Spirit poured out on all nations. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s
passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of
bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the
world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. Come,
Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun
and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



Invitation to Communion

At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one.
Come and see.

"Be still and know that I am God...” — Psalm 46:10

Communion Hymn: #498 United at the Table

Refrain/ Estribillo
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1 We will praise God, we  will sing
2 We will praise God, we  will feast
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Table Blessing
May the body & blood of Jesus, strengthen us, preserve us, and unite us in Love. Amen.

Song of Thanksgiving
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Communion Prayer

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people.
Send us forth as withesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your
glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.

~Sending~
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Announcements & Special Blessings

Benediction

Go in courage and peace, proclaiming the Risen Lord to all! Be among those who bring
hope and justice to a hungry and hurting world! And, may the Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and
+ give you peace Amen.

Sending Hymn: #392 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus (next page)
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Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.
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~Announcements~

Third Sunday of Easter, April 14, 2024
Today’s Flowers: Are given to the glory of God by T.M. Garner.

* After Worship: Join us in the Fellowship Hall today for coffee and chatter._Also, the
council meets at 11:30 a.m., downstairs in the fellowship hall.

Bible Study: We are pleased to announce that weekday Bible Study is resuming, with a
study on the book of Mark. This three-week study began this past Wednesday and the
next session is at 9:30 a.m. Wednesday, April 17, and is lead by Pastor Jan Everhart.

We are seeking suggestion for the next study. If you have suggestions, please let Vicar
Lisa or Jan E. Know.

Flowers: There are plenty of days available to sponsor flowers. Select the date in the
flower book at the back of the sanctuary, write your name and any commemoration you
want included in the bulletin. A minimum donation of $35 is encouraged and donation
envelopes are in the flower book, too.

Green Flower Trays and Vases: If you have taken green flower trays or vases home,
please return to the church.

Portals of Prayer: Copies of the Spring Portals of Prayer are available in the back of
the Sanctuary and in the Fellowship Hall.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast stream the
music in this service obtained from One License with license #A-732264.

Call to Worship, Words of Assurance, and Benediction (adapted): Worship Connection — April 17, 2024 by Nancy C. Townley
in Ministry Matters @ https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/2565/worship-connection-april-14-2024.
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