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Christianity’s DNA — Conversion: Turn From, Turn To

FEBHRA - g0 - B B
Acts [HfE{T/£ 9:1-19a

It was 8.45 one May evening. A man, who grew up in a religious home, had spent most of his adult life trying to be a
Christian.
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He’d even tried to lead a church in America. But he felt the despair of sin and had no joy.
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Everything about Christianity seemed far removed from his experience.
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He returned to England from America, utterly distraught. ffr,0 ViU LM ZE E 2] 29 [EFH -

That May evening, he reluctantly went to a meeting in London.
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Someone happened to read the beginning of a commentary on Romans. {57585 AL 72 S FEFNH-L -

As the man listened, something inside him changed. IFEIE » BAEAL—%] > MAYNOA L T —LBeZ3 4k -

The Spirit of God touched his life. “I felt my heart strangely warmed,” the man wrote in his journal, “I felt | did trust in
Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance was given me that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved
me from the law of sin and death.”
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This is one of the most famous historical records of someone coming to faith in Jesus.
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The man in question is John Wesley, the great revival preacher, founder of the modern Methodist denomination, and
brother of Charles Wesley, the author of many of our favourite hymns.
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He came to faith in Jesus on May 24, 1738. {1~ 1738 &£ 5 H 24 H TS HF ik o

His story of conversion is like many of ours: yes, some details may be different but, in the end, like John Wesley, we say
“Yes” to Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, we put our trust in him, and in that moment everything changes.
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Today in our series on basic Christian doctrine, we’re going to look at conversion.
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Our text is the most famous conversion in history: the Apostle Paul’s encounter with the risen Jesus on the Road to
Damascus.
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Here we see that conversion is God’s initiative, a decision we make, a Person we follow, and a life we lead.
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The Ancient Greek word we translate as “conversion” means “turning around”.
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In Mark 5:30, when a woman with a bleeding disorder touches Jesus’ garment, Jesus immediately “converts” — he
turns to see who it was.
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But this is not the primary meaning of the word [HX - RN EX/MEHY FEE W -

“Conversion” means coming to faith in Jesus. "{§%0)3 E "ZLEE WHERHE5E -

In Acts 3:19, having healed the paralyzed man at the Temple, Peter preaches to the crowds and tells them, “Repent,
then, and turn [convert] to God so that your sins may be wiped out...”
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After another man is healed in Jesus' name in Acts 9, Acts 9:35 says, “All those who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him
and turned [converted] to the Lord.”
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In Acts 15:3, Paul and Barnabas report how Gentiles (non-Jews) have been converted — they have turned to Jesus.
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1 Thessalonians 1:9 describes how pagans “turned [converted] to God from idols to serve the living and true God.”
ISR FEARTT 1 ¢ 9 il T R BEN "EAEEG - Am SRR ESOERY e

But these references only give a brief understanding of “conversion.” {HiX 250k N2 "G H%0I T "AYfa AR o
You see, understanding “conversion” in the New Testament is like seeing an art exhibition.
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As you enter the huge art gallery, there are exhibits as far as you can see with themes like repentance, having faith,
believing in Jesus, receiving Jesus, justified, sanctified, saved, redeemed, transferred into God’s Kingdom, baptized
with the Spirit, moving from darkness to light, adopted into God’s family, becoming a child of God, dying to self, set
apart for eternal life, chosen in Christ, a new creation, raised with Christ, born again.
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All these are part of “conversion.” Fi7A X teElE "B+ "IV —E05T -

The exhibition is so vast, it’s impossible to explore each theme in one sermon!
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But one thing is clear: conversion lies at the core of Christian experience and belief!
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“My chains fell off, my heart was free, | rose, went forth, and followed Thee.”
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So wrote John Wesley’s brother Charles in the famous hymn “And can it be?”

25g- DR D B /R AR 1T ESRAVE 2 EE -

This morning let’s think about conversion in three ways: conversion is God'’s initiative; conversion is a decision;
conversion is a person to follow; and conversion means transformation.
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Let’s look at our passage and see how conversion is God’s initiative.
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Paul — or Saul as he was called before he was converted — is determined to destroy the church.
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He is on his way to Damascus to take Christians prisoner and bring them to Jerusalem.
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Paul is not searching for Jesus; he’s not seeking salvation; he’s not trying to understand Christianity.
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He wants to destroy Christians and eradicate Christian faith. fAH# S EE e » 7 FRIEE 2= -

The only way he will come to faith is if God works in his lifel 2 FEMAE R T » A SE=EE )

What is humbling and staggering is that God reaches out to Paul — first!
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And this is true for all of us. A TN ARV F A ZAIL -

Think about the words in Charles Wesley’s hymn that come just before the words quoted a moment ago: “Long my
imprisoned spirit lay / Fast bound in sin and nature's night / Thine eye diffused a quick'ning ray / | woke, the dungeon
flamed with light / My chains fell off...”
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Notice the order: | am fast bound in sin. There’s nothing | can do to escape.
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What happens next? “Thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray.” 2 NRIE ? "#7/REIREE » 41 EM - "

God stepped in: God’s Spirit awakened in me the truth that | am bound.
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So, | “woke” — I turn to Christ — “convert” — | lean upon the cross and resurrection alone for my salvation.
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And then? “My chains fall off”. ZR[FUE ? "GliEER%" -

The only reason we come to faith in Jesus is because God moves in our hearts first.
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That’s what we learned last week: salvation is God’s initiative — God has done all that’s needed for our salvation:
Christ’s death on the cross and resurrection.
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The Scriptures are very clear on this: “While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8).
ZLEX— N ERGEIREFE © "AEAERITAFFRANRENRIBE . “FEH5:8) -

Our salvation is made possible. Ff[ JAYREz R AT RE -

Now, by the preaching of the Gospel, by the declaration that Jesus is Lord, the Spirit moves in our lives to convict us of
our sin and our need for Christ.
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This is why we say, “It is the Holy Spirit who converts sinners — not us.” We proclaim the Gospel — the Spirit does the
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This morning, perhaps you sense this “quickening ray” of God’s Spirit.
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It might be a deep desire for truth, or a question waiting to be answered, or a yearning for something more, or a
growing awareness of sin and guilt — and now you hear that on the cross, Jesus took your guilt, can bring fulness of life,
is the answer to our questions, and is himself truth. B[§EE W EHAVEYEE » v[gEE— " EFEES YN - AlgEE
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That’s the Spirit of God taking the initiative in your life. XAy ZE/RAVAEd R T -

He’s saying, “It’s time to turn to Jesus; it’s time to convert.” {i{F 5% : " HEIELER T » ERHEESOIFET" -



Conversion is God’s initiative. It’s also a decision we make. 15X%03 ¥ & FAAVESN - BRI IE -

In Acts 22, years after his conversion on the Road to Damascus, Paul stands before a crowd that wants to kill him.
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What does he do? He tells his testimony — he explains how he came to faith in Jesus.
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He says he was blinded by the glory of Jesus, Jesus spoke to him, and he was led to Damascus.
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In Damascus, a Christian named Ananias prays for Paul to receive his sight.
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Then, Paul says in Acts 22:15-16, Ananias says to him, “You will be Jesus’ witness to all people of what you have seen
and heard. And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.”
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Paul describes a decision he made — one we must all make.
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If you are hungry, | could make your favourite dinner, and serve it to you on a plate.
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All the hard work is done. But you must choose to eat. It’s your decision.
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Christ has done all we need to be saved. But we must respond.
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On the Day of Pentecost, after Peter declares: “God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ,”
the crowd respond. They ask, “What shall we do?”
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A response to the Gospel is required. A decision must be made. PAGUNEZ MHEIN o A5 HETE -

Is Jesus Lord? That’s the decision. ERf#f 2 F | XGtE R E ©

This decision is the most important decision we can ever make: we’re saying that there is no other Name like Jesus —
he is more important than anything or anyone else: family, home, money, nation, future, priorities, attitudes,
everything.
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We're saying that his authority over our lives is absolute: he has command over every detail and we submit to him
(we learn how to do this by growing in discipleship).
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We're saying that we are no longer our own: | answer not to my selfish preferences or desires, but to Jesus.
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Now we identify with Jesus. That’s the decision. B{4{F > FA TIAEIH#K o X2 fLE °

And, as Paul says, this decision is demonstrated in a dramatic, public action by believers — baptism.
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Many of us have been baptized. We’ve seen baptisms at Trinity.
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We believe in the New Testament practice of believer’s baptism. F{ A (= &9 (S FEE LAV E -



In the New Testament, baptism is the chief indicator of our response to Jesus, of our conversion.
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Please notice | am choosing my words with great precision. 1&/ 3= » FkAYFAIFEE G -

Entering the baptism tank, saying “l do” to a few questions, and being plunged under water does not save anyone.
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Baptism is only meaningful when it is accompanied by believing faith in Jesus.
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Without faith baptism is just a bath; with faith baptism in Jesus is a sign of our conversion.
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But it is more than just a sign — the New Testament says that baptism confirms or demonstrates God’s saving grace at
work in us.
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In Romans 6:4, baptism connects us with God’s people because we are “baptized into Christ” — into his body, the
church —and in Romans this means both the global and local church.
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It's why Baptists link baptism with local church membership.
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In Romans 6:5, baptism identifies us with Jesus’ death and resurrection.
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In Romans 6:6, baptism declares we have died to our old way of life and live a new life in Jesus.

EZEH6: 69 JEALESEANIVEZRCEIE T IAEIRESR By A40E -

In Acts 22:16, baptism declares our sin is washed away. {F{FEEFT(E 22 1 16 §1 - XL FERAITRE B4 -

In Titus 3:5, baptism — called the “washing of rebirth” in this verse — points to the moment God’s Spirit indwells us.
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In these passages — and others — baptism marks our response of faith to what Christ has done.
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It's why, in the New Testament, faith in Christ includes baptism.
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It’s why, in the New Testament, baptism is the chief indicator of our response to Christ, of our conversion.
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Conversion is God’s initiative; conversion is a decision to make.
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Third, conversion is a person to follow. 5= %A EZERHE— A o

Look at Acts 22:10. Paul has just met Jesus on the Road to Damascus. What's his response?
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He calls Jesus “Lord.” “What shall | do, Lord?” he says in Acts 22:10.
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In 1981, | became a Christian. | was converted. | still remember that moment.
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A teacher explained the Gospel and asked me if | wanted to say “Yes” to Jesus.
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It was “Yes” to Jesus, not “yes” to Bible teaching or other Christians or biblical ethics.
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It was “Yes” to Jesus. ENTHL &R "FeAHE" -



Bible teaching, the wisdom of other believers, and biblical behaviour all matter — a lot!
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But it’s Jesus we follow. {HE( TERFAAY AR 6K

Jesus said in Matthew 16:24, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and
follow me.”
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In fact, it’s one of the most rewarding Gospel studies you can do: look at all the times the word “follow” is used in the
Gospels.
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80 times the word is used in the Gospels —and 71 of those are about following Jesus!
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Finally, conversion means a life transformed. &5 @ {5503 T ZEE LAY ELs o
There’s a well-worn joke about two caterpillars out for a walk (actually, out for a crawl).
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Suddenly a butterfly passes overhead. 224 » — H gl U SLT Kk o
One caterpillar turns to the other and says, “You’ll never get me up in one of those!”
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But the truth is the caterpillar will be transformed into a butterfly —it’s inevitable.
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Just look at Paul. After Ananias prays for him and he is baptized, what does he do?
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Acts 9:20 says, “At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God.”
fEEELTIZ 9 20 ¥ - "MIZZIE SR E B LHIRER - wifE Ryl - "
He’d gone to Damascus to destroy the Gospel, but now he’s proclaiming the Gospel.
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It’s the first sign of Paul’s changed life. The Bible calls this sanctification — the process of becoming more like Christ.
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Conversion means transformation or sanctification. Because without transformation, salvation is incomplete.
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Remember, salvation is the restoration of all of creation under the Lordship of Jesus.
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If human beings, the very pinnacle of creation, cannot be transformed, then creation cannot be saved.
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Romans 8:21 says that creation will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into what? Brought into the
freedom and glory of the children of God.
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You see the connection between our salvation — our adoption as the children of God — and creation’s ultimate
liberation.
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Salvation is incomplete if believers are not transformed. I (EFES A ILZT » BEGELENEEEAY -
What’s more, the cross is meaningless if believers are not transformed.
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The cross is more than just a declaration of forgiveness of sin — it is the declaration that we are now justified before

God: we are put right with God.
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We have been crucified with Christ and are no longer slaves to sin (Romans 6:6) and the Spirit of God invades our lives,

transforming us from one degree of glory to the next (2 Corinthians 3:18). FA 1B S5EEE4T 528 » NEEIREATL
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It’s all because of the cross. And, without transformation, God’s promises are worthless.
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Philippians 1:6 says God began a good work in us and he will bring this work to completion when Christ returns;
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Ephesians 5:27 says Christ will present us, his church, his bride, to himself without stain, wrinkle or blemish, but holy

and blameless.
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Jude 24 gives glory to God because he will present us before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy.
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If conversion does not mean transformation, then salvation is incomplete, the cross is meaningless, and God’s

promises are worthless.
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But conversion does mean transformation. {E{EX%)3 TSI = LEE FEAT o

As one 19t century Cambridge theology professor magnificently put it: you have been set free from the penalty of sin,

you are being set free from the power of sin, and you will be set free from the presence of sin.
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This is conversion! God declares us righteous, so in the power of the Spirit, let’s live like it!

ey aE | ERFEATRATENON X A2 5EE REEMVE K » IR TEL A AR T |

Conversion is God'’s initiative — it all starts with him. {gX%0)3 ¥ & _F51E F5)--—VUIEGE T B35 -

Conversion is a decision to make — have you made this decision to receive Jesus as Lord and be saved?
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Conversion is a Person to follow — it’s all about Jesus. {503 F EiREE— " A--—UJE S H kA 5= -

Conversion is a life transformed — living the glory of the grace you have received in Jesus in the power of the Spirit.
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Many of us have received Jesus as Lord — we are converted. F{ - FHYIF2 AL B2 06k F - 1ELEE -

To those of us who are believers, | ask you: “Is Jesus Lord today? Have you been baptized?

Are you following Jesus as he wants? Do you seek the Spirit to transform you day-by-day?”
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This morning, renew this commitment. Don’t let the decision you made to follow Jesus — maybe years ago — become
just an event in history.
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Live the truth of your conversion today! % K5tE ARSI FAVEH |

But some of us have never made this decision. I E > FA AT —LE A S A i X REAY R E -

God has “diffused his quickening ray” — he’s been at work in your life, bringing you to this moment.
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And now, he says, “It’s time to give you life to Jesus. FLE » ik : "BV A G L RER T
Today is the day to make the most important decision of your life.” S KE(RiH —4 F B LENH T -

Come, say “Yes” to Jesus — your sins will be forgiven, your identity will now be with Jesus, your life will be transformed,
and your hope will be eternal.
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Jesus invites you to receive him today. Rk 8UEREEZ M - BEELLE] -



