

“And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men.” (28:4)


They acknowledged the reality of Jesus’ empty tomb,
Matthew 28:11-15


but rejected the relevance of His resurrection.



“While they were going, behold, some of the guard went into the city and told the chief priests all that had taken place. And when they had assembled with the elders and taken counsel, they gave a sufficient sum of money to the soldiers and said, ‘Tell people, “His disciples came by night and stole him away while we were asleep.” And if this comes to the governor’s ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.’ So they took the money and did as they were directed. And this story has been spread among the Jews to this day.” (28:11-15)




What’s happening here?




What’s the chief priests’ issue?


Is it enough to acknowledge that Jesus is real? Is it enough to acknowledge that His tomb is empty?



What does the resurrection of Jesus Christ mean?



-
that He is who He said He is—the Christ, the Son of God



-
that what He did was both necessary and acceptable before God the Father



-
that He rightly demands repentance and faith for the forgiveness of sins and living all of life for Him



-
that He demonstrates His power over death and guarantees the resurrection of all who believe in Him



How do those who believe in the risen Jesus Christ live?
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Jesus was Rejected,…
Luke 9:20-22
(Matt.16:21-23; Mark 8:31-33)

20 Then he said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” And Peter answered, “The Christ of God.”  21 And he strictly charged and commanded them to tell this to no one, 22 saying, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.”

Delivered… 


Luke 9:43-45
(Matt.17:22-23; Mark 9:30-32)
43 And all were astonished at the majesty of God.  But while they were all marveling at everything he was doing, Jesus said to his disciples, 44 “Let these words sink into your ears: The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men.”  45 But they did not understand this saying, and it was concealed from them, so that they might not perceive it.  And they were afraid to ask him about this saying.

and Killed…


Luke 18:31-34

(Matt.20:17-19; Mark 10:32-34)

31 And taking the twelve, he said to them, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. 32 For he will be delivered over to the Gentiles and will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit upon. 33 And after flogging him, they will kill him, and on the third day he will rise.” 34 But they understood none of these things. This saying was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was said.

according to the Definite Plan of God.
Acts 2:22-23

(Gen.3:15; Is.53; Acts 4:27-28; 1 Cor.15:3)

22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know—23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men.”

Danny Capon, Pastor
The Resurrection of Christ

 

Matthew 27:62-66; 28:4, 11-15

The resurrection of Jesus Christ


The Son of God took upon Himself human flesh


He lived a life of perfect obedience unto God the Father


He was rejected, delivered, and killed for our sin


He was raised from the dead on the third day

Different responses to the resurrection of Jesus Christ

The guards…

The chief priests…


They acknowledged the reality of Jesus, 
Matthew 27:62-66


but rejected the truthfulness of His word.



“The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, ‘Sir, we remember how that imposter said, while he was still alive, “After three days I will rise.” Therefore order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the people, “He has risen from the dead,” and the last fraud will be worse than the first.’ Pilate said to them, ‘You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.’ So they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard.” (27:62-66)



What’s happening here?




What’s the chief priests’ issue?



“Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week…” (28:1)
