Easter 2024
The Gospel Foundation of the Christian Faith 
1 Corinthians 15:1-9

All of us have come today for different reasons. You may have come because it’s what you do every Easter, maybe you were invited, or you have come because you are seeking a change in your life. Whatever your reason for coming, we are glad you are here. Easter is the Christian holiday that specifically celebrates the resurrection of Jesus Christ. I want to start by showing you a picture. This is a house that was remodeled. It had a bad foundation, so they lifted it and put a new foundation under it. A good foundation is important because it must support the structure that is built upon it. I want to look at the foundational truths of the gospel today in my message, The Gospel Foundation of the Christian Faith, looking at 1 Corinthians 15:1-9. This passage summarizes the foundational truths of the gospel message, climaxing with the resurrection. First, we see the importance of the gospel (1-2), then we see the content of the gospel (3-8), and finally we see the credibility of the gospel (9). Let’s listen as 1 Corinthians 15:1-9 is read for us. My big idea is the gospel is the foundation for our lives. 
1. The Importance of the Gospel (vs. 1-2)
The apostle Paul reminds these Christians of the gospel he preached to them, which they received, believed, in which they stand, and by which they are being saved if they hold fast to the gospel (15:1-2). The apostle Paul is reminding them of the importance of the gospel (15:3) and their need to hold fast to it. They believed the gospel but are in danger of no longer holding fast to it. Maybe you have believed the gospel at some time, looking to and listening to Jesus, but as time has passed, you have drifted away and are no longer holding fast to him, no longer trusting him. The gospel is pictured as the foundation of a house that is critical for the integrity of the structure that rests on it. The gospel is a solid foundation for those who hold fast to it. Faith is like gripping the bars of a merry go round so that you are not thrown off as it spins. The gospel is a solid foundation for your life if you are holding fast to it. Are you holding fast to the gospel? Now let’s look more closely to at this foundation, in the content of the Gospel.
2. The Content of the Gospel (vs. 3-8)
The apostle summarizes the content of the gospel with four verbs, action words: Christ died, was buried, and was raised (3-4). The first action word is died, Jesus Christ lived and died. The NT tells us that in Jesus, God became man, lived a sinless life, and died on a cross to reconcile humanity to God. He died for our sins (15:3). The bible describes our world as fallen and broken because of sin. Every one of us is tainted by it. Some think sin is an outdated idea, but even secular philosophers and psychologists try to explain human evil and brokenness. Canadian Psychologist Jordan Peterson, who respects but does not embrace Christianity, defends the biblical idea of original sin to explain evil and brokenness. All the great mythological writings of the world draw the same conclusion, humanity has deviated from the right path and lead crooked lives. Though not a Christian, he thinks that Christ dying for our sins helps us to understand the nature of human sin and evil. He says that it is the realization that you understand the Nazi concentration camp guard. He is like us. If you can’t see yourself in him then you don’t know yourself and if you can see yourself in him, then you are beginning to understand yourself. So, when the Holocaust museum says remember the holocaust, for Peterson, it is remembering what people can do, including you.[footnoteRef:1] Sin leaves us broken and in need of repair. Christ died for our sins, to provide forgiveness for our sins and reconcile us to God. [1:  https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=750737452672131] 

Jesus died, was buried, and was raised. He laid in the grave and then was raised on the third day according to the OT Scriptures (2x). The resurrection secures our salvation, he writes, by which you are being saved (15:2a). Salvation is being reconciled to God and the growing freedom from our sin. This hope is because of the resurrection. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. Because of the resurrection, we can be made spiritually alive. The nature of salvation is so radical that it is described as a new birth. We have looked at the importance of the gospel, and the content of the gospel, now let’s look at the credibility of the gospel. 
3. The Credibility of the Gospel (vs. 5-8) 
Finally, he writes for future readers who may doubt or wonder, did Jesus really rise from the dead? Not even his disciples believed the reports of his resurrection until he appeared to them too. The witness of history tells us that he appeared to Peter, then the other disciples, then to five hundred, then James, and finally to the apostle Paul (5-8). The resurrection is a historical reality[footnoteRef:2] so the gospel is credible, it is reliable. [2:  Former sceptic and Christian apologist, Josh McDowell says, “After more than 700 hours of studying this subject, and thoroughly investigating its foundation, I have come to the conclusion that the resurrection of Jesus Christ is one of the ‘most wicked, vicious, heartless hoaxes ever foisted upon the minds of men, or it is the most fantastic fact of history.’” Josh McDowell, Evidence That Demands a Verdict (Arrowhead Springs, CA: Campus Crusade for Christ, 1972), 185. ] 


Responding to God’s Word . . .

· Is the gospel the foundation of your life?
· Are you actively trusting the gospel in your life?


Life Group questions:

Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-9 together and ask those questions that you want to ask and as time permits.


Ice Breaker: Tell us your name and one of the most important things to you (apart from Jesus)? 

Head:
1. How would you summarize the main point of this passage? 
2. Paul sees the gospel as crucial to life (1-2). Why do you think he thinks the gospel is so crucial to our lives?
3. What does it mean to stand fast in the gospel? What about hold fast to the gospel? Why is that contrasted to believing in vain?
4. According to verses 3-4, what are the core elements of the gospel? How would you summarize the gospel? 

Heart
5. How does knowing and understanding the gospel affect the way you live your life? 
6. Have you ever taken the gospel for granted? Why or why not? 
7. What are practical ways you can live out the gospel in your daily life?
8. Are you ever intimidated to share the gospel? Why or Why not?

Hands
9. How does this passage encourage you to pursue Jesus?
10. Who do you know who needs to hear the gospel?
11. How is God speaking to me from this passage/message?





