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Sunday, March 17, 2024 — The Fifth Sunday in Lent, Year B 
 

Choral Evensong 
4.00 p.m. 

Book of Common Prayer (BCP), p. 20 
Officiant: The Reverend Jacqueline Stober 
 

Music for the Responses:  plainsong 
Setting for the Canticles: plainsong Magnificat tone i.5 (Solemn); 
   Nunc Dimittis à 3 — Christoph Dalitz (b. 1967) 
 

This service is being broadcast live on the Internet. By attending, you acknowledge and consent to 
the fact that video images of you may appear there.  
 

There are no preludes in Lent, allowing the community to gather in silent reflection.  All stand as 
able when the chancel party enters.  
 

Preces & Responses remain standing 
 

Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips. 
Choir And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Officiant  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
Choir  As it was in the beginning, and is now, and ever shall be, world without 

end. Amen. 
Officiant Praise ye the Lord.   
Choir The Lord’s name be praised. 
 

Office Hymn Tune: Bourbon (Common Praise #172) 
 

Now let us all with one accord,   
in company with ages past,   
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keep vigil with our heavenly Lord  
in his temptation and his fast.   
  

The covenant, so long revealed  
to those of faith in former time,  
Christ by his own example sealed,   
the Lord of love, in love sublime.   
  

Your love, O Lord, our sinful race   
has not returned but falsified.   
Author of mercy, turn your face   
and grant repentance for our pride.   
  

Remember, Lord, though frail we be,   
in your own image we were made;   
help us, lest in anxiety,  
we cause your name to be betrayed.  
   

Therefore we pray you, Lord, forgive;   
so when our wanderings here shall cease,   
we may with you forever live   
in love and unity and peace.  

  

Text:  att. Gregory the Great (540 - 604); tr. James Quinn, SJ (1919 - 2010) ©.  
Used by permission of Selah Publishing Co., Inc., North American Agent.  
Music: Melody Beauties of Harmony, Pittsburgh, 1814; harm. John Leon Hooker (b. 1944) ©.  

 

Psalm 34 all are now seated 
 

I will always give thanks unto the Lord: 
his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 
My soul shall make her boast in the Lord: 
the humble shall hear thereof and be glad. 
O praise the Lord with me: 
and let us magnify his Name together. 
I sought the Lord, and he heard me: 
yea, he delivered me out of all my fears. 
O look unto him and be lightened: 
and your faces shall not be ashamed. 
This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him: 
yea, and saved him out of all his troubles. 
The angel of the Lord tarrieth round about them that fear him: 
and delivereth them. 
O taste and see how gracious the Lord is: 
blessed is the man that trusteth in him. 
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O fear the Lord, ye that are his saints:  
for they who that fear him lack nothing. 
The lions do lack, and suffer hunger: 
but they who seek the Lord shall want no manner of thing that is good. 
Come, ye children, and hearken unto me: 
I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 
What man is he that desireth to live: 
and would fain see good days? 
Keep thy tongue from evil: 
and thy lips, that they speak no guile. 
Depart from evil, and do good: 
seek peace, and pursue it. 
The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous: 
and his ears are open unto their prayers. 
The coutnenance of the Lord is against them that do evil: 
to root out the remembrance of them from the earth. 
The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth them: 
and delivereth them out of all their troubles. 
The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart: 
and will save such as be of an humble spirit. 
Great are the troubles of the righteous: 
but the Lord delivereth him out of all. 
He keepeth all his bones: 
so that not one of them is broken. 
But misfortune shall slay the ungodly: 
and they that hate the righteous shall be desolate. 
The Lord delivereth the souls of his servants: 
and all they that put their trust in him shall not be destitute. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.   
Amen. 
 

First Reading Exodus 7.8-24 
 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 

Canticle: Magnificat  sung by the choir, all standing 
 

My soul doth magnify the Lord,  
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded  
the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth 
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all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me;  
and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him  
throughout all generations. 
He hath showed strength with his arm;  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat,  
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things;  
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy  
hath holpen his servant Israel; 
As he promised to our forefathers,   
Abraham and his seed for ever. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.   
Amen. 

 

Second Reading Luke 22.1-1 3 / all seated 
 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 

Canticle: Nunc dimittis  all standing 
 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,  
according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,  
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 
to be a light to lighten the Gentiles,  
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  
Amen. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed remain standing 
  

Officiant I believe in God  
All say the Father Almighty,  

Maker of heaven and earth: 
 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
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Born of the Virgin Mary,  
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried:  
He descended into hell;  
The third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven,  
And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
the holy Catholic Church;  
the Communion of Saints;  
the Forgiveness of sins;  
the Resurrection of the body,  
and the Life everlasting. Amen.  

 

Lesser Litany & the Lord’s Prayer 
  

Officiant The Lord be with you.  
Choir And with thy spirit. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 

 All kneel. 
 

Choir Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Officiant Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Choir Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Choir Our Father, 
who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive them that trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. Amen.  

 

Suffrages the congregation remains kneeling  
 

Officiant O Lord, show thy mercy upon us. 
Choir And grant us thy salvation. 
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Officiant O Lord, save the King. 
Choir And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Officiant Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 
Choir And make thy chosen people joyful. 
Officiant O Lord, save thy people. 
Choir And bless thine inheritance. 
Officiant Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Choir And evermore mightily defend us.  
Officiant O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
Choir And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

Collect of the Day American Book of Common Prayer, p. 167 
 

Officiant O Almighty god, who alone canst order the unruly wills and affections of  
sinful men: Grant unto thy people that they may love the thing which thou 
commandest, and desire that which thou dost promise; that so, among the 
sundry and manifold changes of the world, our hears may surely there be 
fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Choir Amen. 
 

Fixed Collects 
  

Officiant O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; 
that our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest 
and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  

Choir Amen.  
 

Officiant Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy  
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 
Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Choir Amen. 
 

Anthem John Ireland (d. 1962) 
 

It is a thing most wonderful, 
Almost too wonderful to be, 
That God’s own Son should come from heaven, 
And die to save a child like me. 
 

And yet I know that it is true: 
He chose a poor and humble lot, 
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And wept, and toiled, and mourned, and died 
For love of those who loved him not. 
 

I sometimes think about the Cross, 
And shut my eyes, and try to see 
The cruel nails and crown of thorns, 
And Jesus crucified for me. 
 

But even could I see him die, 
I should but see a little part 
Of that great love, which, like a fire, 
Is always burning in his heart. 
 

And yet I want to love thee, Lord; 
O light the flame within my heart, 
And I will love thee more and more, 
Until I see thee as thou art.  

 

Text: Bishop Walsham How (d. 1897) 
 

Homily  The Reverend Jacqueline Stober 
 

Hymn for the Offering Tune: Rockingham (Common Praise #386) 
 

When I survey the wondrous cross  
on which the Prince of Glory died,  
my richest gain I count but loss,  
and pour contempt on all my pride.  
  

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,  
save in the cross of Christ, my God:  
all the vain things that charm me most,  
I sacrifice them to his blood.  
  

See, from his head, his hands, his feet,  
sorrow and love flow mingled down;  
did e’er such love and sorrow meet,  
or thorns compose so rich a crown?  
  

Were the whole realm of nature mine,  
that were an offering far too small;  
love so amazing, so divine,  
demands my soul, my life, my all.  

  

Text: Isaac Watts (1674-1748).  
Music: Melody Psalmody in Miniature, Second Supplement, 1780?;  
harm. Edward Miller (1731-1807); desc. David R. Riley (1947-2017) ©.   
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Prayers of the Community all kneel with the officiant 
 
Prayer of John Chrysostom BCP p. 24 
 

Officiant Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to 
make our common supplications unto thee; and dost promise that when 
two or three are gathered together in thy Name thou wilt hear their re-
quests: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants, as 
may be most expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of 
thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting.  

People Amen.  
 

The Grace 
 

All The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
and the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit,  
be with us all evermore. Amen. 

 
Voluntary:  Vivace from Sonata no. 3, BWV 527 J.S. Bach (d. 1750) 
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