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Italics – leader; Bold - congregation  

 

 

Welcome and Announcements, Land Acknowledgement  

 

Affirming Statement:  

ALL:  As an Affirming Ministry we boldly declare that we fully welcome and include the full 

participation of all people in the life and work of Ministry as we journey together, regardless of sexual 

orientation, gender identity, ethnicity, age, marital status, mental or physical ability, beliefs, cultural 

backgrounds, or economic circumstance.  We are dedicated to being good stewards of God's world, 

working and living towards justice and wholeness for all God's people.  

 

Candle lighting  

ONE: We continue our journey through the season of lent.  We journey with Jesus through the wilderness, from 

town to town to temple, all the way to Jerusalem.  Along the way we are invited to let go of what we no longer 

need, and gather a sense of who we are, and whose we are.  As we gather here today, let’s draw our attention to 

our emotions.  Notice the emotions you’ve already hosted at this early point in the day; some of them light and 

fleeting, some of them deep and persisting.  Throughout our day, we will experience many emotions.  We’ve 

learned how to keep calm and carry on--sometimes this has meant rejecting, supressing, or neglecting our 

emotional responses to the world.  It can be challenging to rebuild our emotional literacy, and remember who 

we are in the disrupted flow of reaction and response.  In Christ we may trust that we are seen and loved in all 

of our experiences.    

ALL: We are blessed, and we are blessing.  We are loved, and we are loving.  We are called to rest in 

God’s grace, and from here, live in to a world of compassion and peace.  

 

Hymn:                   MV 7  “Gather Us In” 

 
(Words & music:  David Hann, 2005; French trans. David Fines, 2006 

Words & music copyright © 2005 David Hann.  UBP) 

 

    Gather us in, ground us in you. 

    Gather us in, ground us in you. 

    Gather us in, gather us in,  

    ground us, ground us in you.  

 

Gathering Words  

ONE: Coursing through all the complexities of life,  

 the grace of God is a constant companion.  

ALL: A blessing that is bestowed, not earned.  

 



 

ONE: A declaration of inherent worth.  

 A divine confidence in Creation’s potential; in human potential.  

 Let all the earth breathe a sigh of relief.  

ALL: All striving can cease.  

ONE: God’s grace is steadfast and forever.  

 

Opening Prayer  

God of the past, present and future, we gather here mindful of your grace.  Grace that is honest.  Grace that is 

steady.  Grace that delivers from evil and accompanies to healing.  As we imagine our next tentative steps, help 

us to honour your presence.  Keep us rooted in your love that neither boasts nor self loathes, but declares all 

life sacred.  May it be so.  Amen.  

 

Hymn:       VU 639  “One More Step Along the World I Go” 

 
(Words & Music:  Sydney Carter 1971, Words & music © 1971 Stainer & Bell Ltd. 

UBP of Hope Publishing Company 

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-725593.  All rights reserved) 
 

1 One more step along the world I go, 

 one more step along the world I go, 

 from the old things to the new, 

 keep me travelling along with you: 

 

Refrain: And it's from the old I travel to the new; 

  keep me travelling along with you. 

 

2 Round the corner of the world I turn, 

 more and more about the world I learn; 

 all the new things that I see 

 you'll be looking at along with me:             R 

 

3 As I travel through the bad and good, 

 keep me travelling the way I should; 

 where I see no way to go 

 you'll be telling me the way, I know:          R 

 

4 Give me courage when the world is rough, 

 keep me loving though the world is tough, 

 leap and sing in all I do, 

 keep me travelling along with you:             R 

 

5 You are older than the world can be, 

 you are younger than the life in me, 

 ever old and ever new, 

 keep me travelling along with you:             R 
     

Faith Focus:  Public, Intentional and Explicit:  An annual PIE day Affirming celebration 

 

Scripture:    Numbers 21:4-9  A bronze serpent heals the people 

  John 3:14-21   For God so loved the world  

 



 
ONE: These are ancient descriptions of Spirit’s movements for the church today  

ALL: Let us give thanks!  

 

Reflection:  Emotional rest and the love of God 

 

Hymn:     MV 79  “Spirit, Open My Heart” 

 
(Words:  Ruth Duck, 1994, Music:  traditional melody, Ireland:   

arr. Arthur G. Clyde 1997 Words © 1996 and arr. © 1997 The Pilgrim Press.  UBP  

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-725593.  All rights reserved) 

 

Refrain: Spirit, open my heart  

to the joy and pain of living. 

As you love may I love,  

in receiving and in giving,  

Spirit, open my heart. 

 

1. God, replace my stony heart  

with a heart that’s kind and tender.   

All my coldness and fear  

to your grace I now surrender.         R 
 

2. Write your love upon my heart  

as my law, my goal, my story.  

 In each thought, word, and deed,  

may my living bring you glory.         R 

 

3.  May I weep with those who weep,  

share the joy of sister, brother.   

In the welcome of Christ,  

may we welcome one another.           R 

 

Prayers of the People and The Disciple’s Prayer  

…Open our hearts, we pray. (This refrain will be repeated 3 times throughout the prayers of the people.  

In response, we will sing Open Our Hearts) 

 

      MV 21  “Open Our Hearts” 

 
(Words & music:  Jim Strathdee; French trans. David Fines, 2006 

Words & music © Jim & Jean Strathdee (Desert Flower Music)  

PO Box 1476, Carmichael, CA 956091 (916) 481-2999, UBP  

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-725593.  All rights reserved) 

 

   Open our hearts, open our minds. 

   Open our lives to you O loving God. 

   (Open our hearts) 

  

… all this we pray, remembering the prayer which Jesus taught to the disciples,   

 

 



Eternal Spirit, 

Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be. 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

The hallowing of your name echo  

 through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed  

 by peoples of the world!                                                                    

Your heavenly will be done 

 by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom  

 sustain our hope and come on earth. 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.  

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

Now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

Offering 
  
Hymn:     VU 542  “We Give You But Your Own” 
 

(Words:  William Walsham How 1858, alt. 

Music:  Johann Balthasar Konig 1738 adapt. William Henry Havergal 1847 

Public Domain) 
 

We give you but your own, 

whate'er the gift may be; 

all that we have is yours alone, 

we give it gratefully.  
  
Offertory Prayer  
 

Sending Forth/Benediction  

As we go, encouraged anew in God’s grace, know that you are blessed and blessing in all you give and receive.  

Amen.  
 

Hymn:              MV 214  “May God’s Sheltering Wings” 
 

(Words & music:  Judith Snowdon, 2004 

Words & music © 2004 by Judith Snowdon.  UBP 

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-725593.  All rights reserved) 
 

     May God’s sheltering wings,  

     their gathering wings protect you. 

     May God’s nurturing arms,  

     their cradling wings sustain you, 

     And hold you in their love,  

     and hold you in their love. 

  
 

(Gathering Words and opening prayer adapted from enfleshed.) 


