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WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side.

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex.
Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side.

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by
the stairwell.

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape
Sunday School classroom. Any usher will be glad to direct you.

Sunday school classes are provided for 18 month olds through adults.

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.
Ushers are also available to assist you.

If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code. Here’s how it works:
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and
share whatever information you desire. Thank you! Hope to see you again soon!

Dfecakzi s

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE “Selection from Cello Suite No. 1 in G Major” Johann Sebastian Bach
(We Stand)

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

During the season of Lent we are called to return to the Lord with all our heart. Let us confess
our sin and acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s
mercy.

Holy God,

We confess that we have strayed from you and turned aside from your way. Too often we
neglect and do not trust your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to
others; we spoil your creation; we cause hurt; we give in to fear. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us. Create in us clean hearts for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that He gave his only Son, so that all may
receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you, + forgives you in Christ’'s name, and
revives you with the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

“Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”

ELW 335
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1 Je - sus, keep me near the «cross, there’s a pre -cious foun - tain;
2 Near the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - cy found me;
3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,
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free to all, a heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v'ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn -ing star sheds its beams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.
till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.

0
& i
= i)
> = - P o ]
Lord, have mer - cy.
0
- |
IZ@“ = — = - e — l._a—ﬁ
)

For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal - vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Hclp, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.
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SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
(We Sit)

FIRST READING Numbers 21:4-9

“From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of
Edom:; but the people became impatient on the way. *The people spoke against God and
against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is
no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” °Then the LORD sent poisonous
serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. "The people
came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray
to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. ®And the LorRD
said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall
look at it and live.” °So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever
a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
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You de - liv-er your peo - ple from their dis-tress.

'Give thanks to the LoRb, for the | LORD is good,
for God’s mercy en- | dures forever.
?et the redeemed of the | LORD proclaim
that God redeemed them from the hand | of the foe,
®gathering them in | from the lands;
from the east and from the west, from the north and | from the south.
'"Some were fools and took re- | bellious paths;
through their sins they | were afflicted.
®They loathed all man- | ner of food
and drew near | to death’s door.
*Then in their trouble they cried | to the LORD
and you delivered them from | their distress. R
2You sent forth your | word and healed them
and rescued them | from the grave.
?ILet them give thanks to you, LORD, for your | steadfast love
and your wonderful works | for all people.
2| et them offer sacrifices | of thanksgiving
and tell of your deeds with | shouts of joy. R



SECOND READING Ephesians 2:1-10

'You were dead through the trespasses and sins %in which you once lived, following the course
of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the splrlt that is now at work among
those who are disobedient. *All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh,
following the deswes of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like
gveryone else. “But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us
®even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Chrlst—by
grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, "so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of
his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. ®For by grace you have been saved through
faith, and thls is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—°not the result of works, so that no one
may boast. '°For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(We Stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he is gra - cious and mer-ci - ful,
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slow Lo an - gcr, and a-bound-ing in stead - fast love.
THE HOLY GOSPEL John 3:14-21

The holy gospel according to St. John, the 3rd chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] "*“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be

lifted up, "that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. "®For God so loved the world that
he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have
eternal life. 17“Indeed God did not send the Son mto the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him. **Those who believe in him are not
condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not
believed in the name of the only Son of God. '°And this is the judgment, that the light has come
into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. ®For
all who do eV|I hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be
exposed. ?'But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that
their deeds have been done in God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
(We Sit)
CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Ralph

SERMON Pastor Ralph
(We Stand)
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HYMN OF THE DAY “What Wondrous Love Is This” ELW 666
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1 What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What
2  When I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; to
4 And when from death T'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; and
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won - drous love is  this, O my soul! What won-drous love is this
1 was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, when 1 was sink - ing down
God and to thc Lamb I will sing; to God and to thc Lamb,
when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; and when from death I'm free,
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that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dread-ful curse for my
be - neath God’s righ-teous frown, Christ laid a - side his crown for my
who is the great 1 AM, while mil - lions join the theme, T will

"1 sing God’s love for me, and through e - ter - ni - ty 1’1l sing
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?
soul, for my soul, Christ laid a - side his crown for my soul
sing, I  will sing, while mil - lions join the theme, 1 will sing.
on, I'll sing on; and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.

THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
(We Sit)

OFFERING

God calls us to be generous stewards for the sake of our ministry near and far.
You can support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate,
mailing it to the church, giving online (sslc.org or use the QR Code) or through
the Givelify app. If you would like more details on direct deposit giving please
contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562.

Anthem

(8:30) “Selections from Cello Suite No. 3” Johann Sebastian Bach
(11:00) “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus” Trevor Manor
(Adult Chaoir)

O the deep, deep love of Jesus! Vast, unmeasured, boundless, free; Rolling as a mighty ocean
in its fullness over me. Underneath me, all around me is the current of thy love; Leading onward,
leading homeward, to thy glorious rest above.

O the deep, deep love of Jesus! Spread his praise from shore to shore! How he loveth, ever
loveth, changeth never, nevermore; How he watches o’er his loved ones, died to call them all
his own; How for them he intercedeth, watcheth o’er them from the throne.

O the deep, deep love of Jesus! Love of every love the best: ‘tis an ocean vast of blessing, ‘tis a
haven sweet of rest. O the deep, deep love of Jesus! ‘Tis a heaven of heavens to me;
and it lifts me up to glory, for it lifts me up to thee.

(We Stand)
OFFERTORY SONG ELW 188
[ Q b PR — T  — - | e > i
: — —
- - - = = I | I = I [ | 1 | I i 1
Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re - new a right
0O 1 : " ;
AT 1= — —— —
e —F 2 e | J [ = = <
spir - it with - in me. Cast me not a - way from your
0 | .
|- I ¥ T T T | T T T 1 ]
(I .a® ] I I | 1 1 I ] ] I M 1 M | 1 M | M 1
KL > - s | & & = - i — e — — | —
- = - -
e —
pres -ence, and take not your Ho - ly Spir - it from me. Re -
0 | :
|- 1 I f M I I T | 1 1 4
St J 4 e e o 1]
~ - » - = - 1 :
store un - to me the joy of  your sal - wa - tion,
0 | ;
[ ¥ T n | T | T s T I |
s M= I ] - | [ | | ] | H
[‘LJU I I 1 ‘_-J - 1 "" r 1 ‘.'-J ‘.:'l N |
and up - hold me with your free Spir - it.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord b with you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PREFACE

THE SANCTUS
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in the name ol the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

(We Sit)
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THE AGNUS DEI
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sin of the world; grant us pecace, grant us Ppecace.

RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front rows for those who wish to
remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord's presence in, with, and under each
element alone. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Communion Music

(8:30) “Selections from Cello Suite No. 4” Johann Sebastian Bach
(11:00) “O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee” Hal H. Hopson
(Adult Choir)

O master, let me walk with thee in lowly paths of service free; tell me thy secret help me bear
the strain of toil, the fret of care. Help me the slow of heart to move by some clear, winning word
of love; teach me the wayward feet to stay and guide them in the homeward way.

Teach me thy patience; still with thee in closer, dearer company, in work that keeps faith sweet
and strong, in trust that triumphs over wrong. In hope that sends a shining ray far down the fu-
ture’s broadening way, in peace that only thou canst give, with thee, O Master let me live.

The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.
The hymn can be found in the back portion of the LBW (Green) Hymnal in your pew rack.

Communion Hymn “‘Just As | Am” LBW 296
(We Stand)

BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

God the Father, who fills the creation with abundance, + Christ the Son, who spreads his arms
in forgiveness, and the Holy Spirit, who draws ever near to us, bless you and bring you to life
everlasting.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN “Lift High the Cross” ELW 660
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DISMISSAL

Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“Selection from Cello Suite No. 4”
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THE ALTAR GREENERY is given to the glory of God and in beloved memory of
Robert E. "Bob" Keener on what would have been our 52nd anniversary by Kay Keener.

SERVING TODAY:

Ushers: (8:30) Reuben Eargle, Sandy Shealy, Ron Redd, Steve Fowler, Jim Nantz,
Daryl Hooker, and Adam Tworzyanski;

(11:00) Otis Rawl, Gregg Mills, Hunter Mills, G Kolb, Mike Burgess, Myra Strock,

Manning Burgess, and Roy Windham

Cantor: Shawn Lackey

Cellist: Ryan Knott

Readers: (8:30) Ginger Macaulay; (11:00) Jamie Early

Communion Assistants: (8:30) Ebony Bowers; (11:00) Heyward Addy

Order of St. Stephen’s: (8:30) [A] Ryan Kennedy [C] Jack Kennedy;

(11:00) [A] Jocelyn Summerall [C] Madison Summerall

The Church Staff Crisis Care Line: 808-6471 Website: www.sslc.org

The Rev. Jason T. Antley The Rev. Ralph G. Hill

Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life ~ Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator

Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist  Mrs. Julie Tworzyanski, Preschool Director
Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus

Sunday School Information:

Locations for Children’s Classes Locations for Adult Classes

Nursery — Room #105 Saints & Sinners with Pastor Jason
Room #203 (Old Agape Classroom)

2, 3, 4 year olds & 5K — Room #103

[ 15—2"" Grade — Room # 206 Agape Adult Class
Men’s Classroom (Downstairs)

3""—5" Grade — Room # 216

6™, 7, and 8™ Grade — Room #212 Young Adult Class with Pastor Ralph
Chapel (Upstairs New Building)

9" — 12" Grade — Room #217

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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