The Instruction of a Father 
Proverbs 1:8-19
Good Morning Beloved,
· You’ll find them at the DMV (Department of Motor Vehicle)…
· Some people have them at the hospital…
· The Town Creek Inclusive Playground has a large one…
· Many people spend every morning fixated on one…
· Other purchase them for vacations or holidays at the beach…
· Others spend their last waking moments of the day concentrating on one before they close their eyes…
· What am I describing?
· Puzzles.
· Cross-word puzzles… word searches… Sudoku…
· Rubix cubes… jigsaw puzzles…
· New puzzles – Kanoodle
· Classic puzzles - Cracker Barrel Peg Game
· Last week, the description of the Proverbs was that of a “hard candy”…. Something to be savored.
· This week… we see Proverbs as a puzzle (Tim Keller’s description).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Tim Keller, God’s Wisdom for Navigating Life, x-xi] 

· Keller notes… 
· Pro. 12… the path toward disaster can seem to be the right one to a fool
· Pro. 12:15 - The way of a fool is right in his own eyes,
    but a wise man listens to advice.
· Pro. 16… the path toward disaster can appear to be right toward anyone
· Pro. 16:25 - There is a way that seems right to a man,
    but its end is the way to death.
· Puzzling… “there is an order God put into things when he created the world and by which we must abide.  But on the other hand this is a fallen world, distorted by sin, and the wise know that the created order does not always work, nor is it always easy to discern.”[footnoteRef:2]   [2:  Keller, xi] 

· In our passage today, there is a puzzling gift… friendship.
· Pro. 17:17 - A friend loves at all times,
    and a brother is born for adversity.
· Pro. 13:20 - Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise,
    but the companion of fools will suffer harm.
· Daniel J. Estes writes, “we must choose our friends wisely, for in choosing them we are likely choosing our own future.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Daniel J. Estes, Handbook on the Wisdom Books and Psalms, 239] 


Reading of God’s Word 
8 Hear, my son, your father's instruction,
    and forsake not your mother's teaching,
9 for they are a graceful garland for your head
    and pendants for your neck.
10 My son, if sinners entice you,
    do not consent.
11 If they say, “Come with us, let us lie in wait for blood;
    let us ambush the innocent without reason;
12 like Sheol let us swallow them alive,
    and whole, like those who go down to the pit;
13 we shall find all precious goods,
    we shall fill our houses with plunder;
14 throw in your lot among us;
    we will all have one purse”—
15 my son, do not walk in the way with them;
    hold back your foot from their paths,
16 for their feet run to evil,
    and they make haste to shed blood.
17 For in vain is a net spread
    in the sight of any bird,
18 but these men lie in wait for their own blood;
    they set an ambush for their own lives.
19 Such are the ways of everyone who is greedy for unjust gain;
    it takes away the life of its possessors.


Preaching of God’s Word 
1. The Invitation to a Prudent Son (vs. 8-9)
a. 8 Hear, my son, your father's instruction,
    and forsake not your mother's teaching,
9 for they are a graceful garland for your head
    and pendants for your neck.
i. Listening to podcast this last week about mentoring, a man who works with the Navigators was describing his conversion to Christianity.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  The Art of Whole Life Mentorship: An Interview with Ole-Magnus Olasfrud - https://lausannemovementpodcast.podbean.com/e/the-art-of-whole-life-mentorship-an-interview-with-ola-magnus-olasfrud/] 

1. The reason why Christianity was attractive to him…
a. It was not Guilt…
b. It was not Shame…
c. It was not the promise of eternal life.
i. The reason why Christianity was attractive… he was hit by a taxi… a Christian man visited him and cared for him… he was my first real friend in life.
ii.  Right after the introduction to wisdom that is founded upon the fear of the LORD (1:7), a father instructs his son in the context of a loving community.
1. YOUR Father’s discipline… chastening
2. YOUR Mother’s teaching (her TORAH)… 
a. KJV - the law of thy mother:
iii. Contrasts the garlands for your head… the pendants for your neck…
1. The parents who get their pictures with their children on prom night.
a. The Son in full physical maturity stands beside the Father…
i. As the Father guides the son in wisdom.
iv. This first wardrobe “offers nothing material, only the hard-won beauty and authority of goodness”[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Derek Kinder, Proverbs, 59] 

1. Pro. 4:7ff - 7 The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom,
    and whatever you get, get insight.
8 Prize her highly, and she will exalt you;
    she will honor you if you embrace her.
9 She will place on your head a graceful garland;
    she will bestow on you a beautiful crown.”
b. Transition:  But there will be other that try to dress you in a different wardrobe…
i. This can be puzzling… so here is what you should look out for.
2. The Enticement of Proud Sinners (vs. 10-14)
a. 10 My son, if sinners entice you,
    do not consent.
11 If they say, “Come with us, let us lie in wait for blood;
    let us ambush the innocent without reason;
12 like Sheol let us swallow them alive,
    and whole, like those who go down to the pit;
13 we shall find all precious goods,
    we shall fill our houses with plunder;
14 throw in your lot among us;
    we will all have one purse”—
i. An invitation (vs. 11a) leads to an ambush (vs. 11b)
1. There is going to be an attractive offer to community…
a. It is a bit puzzling…
i. Because as a loving father, the author cares for the son in community.
ii. As a wise father, the writer bids the son to be prudent in community.
2. When you hear the “quick-route” to excitement and power (ersatz), view it as the “noonday demon”.
a. Gerald L. Sittser in Water from a Deep Well[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Gerald L. Sittser, Water from a Deep Well, 115-116
] 

i. We want to take shortcuts; we look for entertainment along the way; we expect to be dazzled by the rapid speed of our progress. Known as the "noonday demon" in monasteries, acedia tempts us to quit at midcourse, just when we have followed a routine of prayer and work long enough to be weary of the sameness and tediousness. 
1. Musicians contend with this problem when they are sick of practicing scales, 
2. athletes when they have had enough of shooting free throws or swimming laps, 
3. scholars when they have reached a point of exhaustion doing the exhaustive research required of them. 
ii. But there is no getting around it. 
1. Routine, however boring and wearisome, is necessary. Mastery comes from persisting in some endeavor when everything in us wants to quit. That is true in music, athletics, scholarship and many other earthly pursuits; it is also true in the spiritual life.
ii. Those “shortcuts”… the steroids in Baseball… the graft in politics… the money-laundering in finance…
1. Are described as the enticements of proud sinners in Proverbs.
b. Father to the Son…
i. Don’t be confused by this puzzle…
1. #1 – promise a profit by taking advantage of others. [footnoteRef:7] [7:  Lyndia Brownback, Proverbs a 12-week study, 20] 

a. Irony… one of the main themes in this book… is generosity.
i. Pro. 1:2 – wisdom… instruction… insight
1. Pro. 21:25ff - 25 The desire of the sluggard kills him,
    for his hands refuse to labor.
26 All day long he craves and craves,
    but the righteous gives and does not hold back.
ii. Here the sinners embody Sheol (vs. 12)
1. שְׁאוֹל (šeʾôl): n.fem. or occasionally masc.; ≡ Str 7585; TWOT 2303c—LN 1.17–1.25 Sheol, the Underworld, Hades, the Grave, i.e., a place under the earth where the dead reside, the realm of death (1Sa 2:6), note: for MT parsing in Isa 7:11, see 8628[footnoteRef:8] [8:  James Swanson, Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains : Hebrew (Old Testament) (Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997).] 

iii. Pro. 27:20 - Sheol and Abaddon are never satisfied,
    and never satisfied are the eyes of man.
2. #2 – offer companionship and immediate gain
a. Irony… the very people who are plundering households like the Wet-Bandits in “Home Alone” pledge to have a common purse
i. Instead of it being a John Hughes comedy from the 90s…
1. The invitation says…
a. “Come with us, let us lie in wait for blood;”
c. Transition:  The Father now reveals the answer to the puzzle by show whose blood will be shed.
3. The Evaluation to Prevent Stumbling (vs. 15-19)
a. 15 my son, do not walk in the way with them;
    hold back your foot from their paths,
16 for their feet run to evil,
    and they make haste to shed blood.
17 For in vain is a net spread
    in the sight of any bird,
18 but these men lie in wait for their own blood;
    they set an ambush for their own lives.
19 Such are the ways of everyone who is greedy for unjust gain;
    it takes away the life of its possessors.
i. Son… the invitation became with blood (vs. 11)…. 
1. Vs. 16 – poured out blood (phrasing used at times for religious language)
a. Vs. 18 – for their own blood…
i. For their own lives (literally their own souls)!
ii. Kinder – “Verse 19… brings out the necessary connection between gaining the world and losing one’s soul – for to live for one’s takings is even more corruption that to wield power, since one has already, by definition dethroned justice and mercy, to leave appetite as master.”[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Kinder, 60] 

b. POINT:  
i. J. C. Ryle in Thoughts for Young Men
1. “your soul is the one thing worth living for. 
2. It is the part of you which ought always be considered first. 
3. No place, no employment is good for you, which injures your soul. 
4. No friend, no companion deserves your confidence, who makes light of your soul's concerns.”
4. Conclusion
a. Beloved, the wonderful answer to the puzzling situation in our passage is addressed in the mystery of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
i. In Matthew 26, we read…
1. 24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has done. 28 Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”
b. Jesus Christ the heavenly friend who pursued us… while we were on the path to Sheol and numbered among sinners.
i. Rather than ambushing us in holy wrath and demanding our blood, the Savior took up the cross and it is through his blood that we are dressed in the garland of grace.
1. His invitation is not to a quick-path of instant gratification, but the wisdom of discipleship of following him and walking with him in being conformed to cross-bearing.
c. For Jesus Christ has not only saved us, body and soul, but so quickens us that we may boldly say in the company of the redeemed… I have found the one to who my soul loves (Song of Songs 3:4).
i. [bookmark: _GoBack]Therefore, walk in wisdom beloved with your Heavenly Father as the fear of the Lord protects your feet from the path of the wicked.  
 
Prayer (Col. 4:2-6)
2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. 3 At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison— 4 that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak.
5 Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. 6 Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each person.

Benediction (2 Thess. 3:16)
Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in every way. The Lord be with you all.
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