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1. Call to order – Rob Russell, Council Chair.  

Rob welcomed and thanked everyone for attending. Thank you to the Fellowship 

Team for the Valentines Day celebration.  

Before beginning, Rob acknowledged that we had our meeting on the unceded land of 

the Snuneymuxw people and are grateful for this privilege.  

Rob called the Annual General Meeting of Brechin United Church to order at 11: 35 

am. Attendance of 77 people was recorded. The quorum is 20 full members was noted 

and quorum was present. 
 

2. Voting Members – An adherent of Brechin United Church is a person who has 

contributed to the life and work of Brechin United Church for a period of at least three 

(3) months.   

Motion: That all adherents and members may vote on all matters brought to the 

congregational meeting today M/S Bonnie Haapala/Val Neilson. Carried. 
 

3. Approval of the Agenda  

Motion: That the agenda is approved M/S Linda Braid/ Mary Boyd. Carried. 
 

4. Approval of the Minutes of the March 5, 2023 Annual General Meeting – page 8 

Motion: That the March 5, 2023 minutes are approved M/S Darlene Darby/Bruce 

Wilson. Carried. 
 

5. Rob remarked that the reports from Leadership Teams and the work of other 

dedicated Brechin folk have been summarized in the 2023 Annual Report.  Rob briefly 

noted each report and asked for questions.  
 

6. Receipt of Reports: See Table of Contents, Page 3. 

a. Minister’s Report – Page 4  

Thanks to Reverend Tif for her leadership.   

b. Council Chairperson’s Report – Page 5 

Thank you to Rob Russel for his support over the past year.  

c. Pacific Mountain Region Representative Report – Page 11 

Thank you to Val Neilson for her valuable representation at PMR. 

d. Communications Team – Page 11-12 
i.  Bulletin Report – Page 11  

ii.  Facebook Report – Page 12 

iii.  Website Report– Page 12  

e. Faith Formation & Spiritual Development Team Report – Page 12-13 

Note: The labyrinth report was incorrectly included under Faith formation and should be 
in the Brechin 4 Action report instead.  

i.  Broadview Discussion Group – Page 13  

ii.  Going Deeper, Labyrinth, Tai Chi & Healing Hands Report – Page 14  

iii.  Brechin Church Library Report – Page 15  
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f. Ministry and Personnel Team Report – Page 15-16 

The office administrator schedule has been changed. The new church office hours are 
930-12 and 1-3 Tuesday to Friday.   

g. Brechin 4 ACTION (Formerly Mission & Outreach) Team Report – Page 16-18  
Special thanks to Lynn Burrows for six years of dedicated service leading this team.  

i.  Loaves & Fishes at Brechin Report – Page 18-19  

Thank you to Kathy Torhjelm who is stepping down from coordinator role and 

welcome to Bruce Wilson who is taking on the role.  

ii.  Reaching ‘Out’, BUC LGBTQIA2S+ and Allies Report – Page 19-20 

iii.  Refugee Report – Page 20 

h. Pastoral Care Team Report – Page 21  
     This team is currently all women and male members are welcome.  

i.  Men’s Group Report – Page 22 

ii.  Women’s Friendship Group Report – Page 22 (this group has disbanded) 

iii.  Women’s Day Retreat – Page 22-23 

iv.  Prayer Circle Report – Page 23 

v.  Yoga Classes at Brechin Report – Page 23 

vi.  Community Drumming Circle Report – Page 24 

i. Property Team Report – Page 24-25 

     Acknowledgement was given to the amazing work that Keith and his team do for Brechin.  

j. Redevelopment Team Report – Page 25  

k. “Friends of Brechin Wall” Report – Page 26  

l. Fundraising Team Reports – Page 26 

m. Worship Leadership Team Report – Page 27- 28  
Thank you to Diane Thomas for her service and welcome to Coleen Weir.  

i.  Music Report – Page 28 – 29 

n. Stewardship &Finance Team Report – Page 30 

Blaine Wilkins thanked the congregation for their generous response to the           
November stewardship campaign and reminded them of our financial situation. He 
highlighted two new working groups that are currently investigating sharing our space and 
increasing our visibility in the community. The financial goal for 2024 is to break even.  

o. Fellowship Team Report – Page 31 

Thanks was expressed to this team for enhancing fellowship.  

Motion: To accept the reports as presented M/S Kathy Torhjelm/ Dalene Darby. Carried. 
 

7. Trustees 2023 – Page 31  

Anyone interested in becoming a trustee was asked to speak to Rob Russell, Diane Thomas, 

Kathy Torhjelm or Judy Weibe.  

 



BRECHIN UNITED CHURCH   ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING Minutes  

Sunday, February 11, 2024 
 

3 
 

 

8. Nominations Report with Proposed Council Team Members for 2024 – Page 32  

Special thanks to Val Neilson, Lynn Burrows and Kathy Torhjelm for their years of service on 

Council and best wishes for a well-deserved rest.  

a. Council Team Membership – Page 33 

Note: An alternate is needed for Pacific Mountain Regional Representative 

         The term for PMR is 3 years so Kathryn Baverstock’s term is until 2027, not 2030. 

Motion: To accept the Nominations Report M/S Keith Allen/Pauline Johnson. Carried. 

b. Other Teams & Contact Persons (not on Council) – Page 33 - 34  

 

9. Financial Report – Page 35 – 40  

Questions answered about accounting for bequests and donations to Loaves and Fishes.  

Motion: To accept the Financial Report M/S Bruce Wilson/Kris Jensen. Carried. 

 

10.  2024 Budget – Page 41- 42  

Questions answered relating to budget for wages and salaries in 2024 and if there is money 

set aside to support a sabbatical leave.   

Motion: To accept the proposed budget for 2024 M/S Kris Jensen/Christine Roberston. 

Carried. 

11. 2024 Mission & Service Goal ($15,000) 

Motion: To accept the 2024 proposed goal M/S Linda Braid/ Susan Ward. Carried. 

 

12. Closing Remarks and Welcome to New Council:  

Rob thanked all Council members and other volunteers who have worked steadfastly through 

this last year to prepare us all to begin a new chapter in our new Brechin space.  Rob 

encouraged congregation members to get to know council and team members and consider 

joining a team. We look forward to discerning our path ahead together with great anticipation!  

13. Closing Prayer – Rev. Tif Bradford-McNaughton 

14. Motion of Adjournment – Motion: Moved by Darlene Darby at 12:18 pm. Carried.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Rob Russell, Chair                                              Eileen Carolan, Secretary 


