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O God, you created us in your image, in Christ
you reveal to us your love, through the Holy
Spirit you welcome us into the fellowship of
believers; we bow in gratitude before you. We
constantly distort your image, but still you
restore it. We daily betray your love, but still
you extend it. We often disrupt fellowship, but
still you bless it. Come unto us at this time and
in this place, O Lord, that your image in us
might be revealed, your love for us returned,
and our fellowship in Christ renewed. Amen.
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Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus to catch him
in his words. They came to him and said, “Teacher, we know that you are a
man of integrity. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention
to who they are; but you teach the way of God in accordance with the
truth. Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not? Should we pay or
shouldn’t we?” But Jesus knew their hypocrisy. “Why are you trying to trap
me?” he asked. “Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.” They brought the
coin, and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?”
“Caesar’s,” they replied. Then Jesus said to them, “Give back to Caesar
what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.” And they were amazed at him.
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