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This Service and Bulletin are dedicated to the Glory of God 
and in loving memory of 

 
 

Linda Stewart Pittman 
 
 

November 19, 1940 - February 21, 2024 
 
 
February 25, 2024                   2:00PM 

 
 
PRELUDE 

 
 

(We Stand) 
 
 

THE CONGREGATION IS ASKED TO PARTICIPATE BY RESPONDING  
WITH THE BOLD VERSES AND SINGING THE HYMNS. 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Welcome in the name of Jesus, the Savior of the world. We are gathered to worship, to proclaim 
Christ crucified and risen, to remember before God our sister, Linda, to give thanks for her life, 
to commend her to our merciful redeemer, and to comfort one another in our grief. 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We were buried  
therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, we too might live a new life. For if we have been united with him in a death like 
his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
 
Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of the earth, who by your 
breath gave us life, we glorify you. 
We glorify you. 
 
Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all humanity, who rose from 
the grave to open the way to eternal life, we praise you. 
We praise you. 
 
Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, our sure confidence and  
everlasting hope, we worship you. 
We worship you. 
 
To you, O blessed Trinity, Father, Son+, and Holy Spirit be glory and honor, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN             “Amazing Grace”             ELW 779 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our sister, Linda. We thank you for 
giving her to us to know and to love as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. In your  
boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to see that death has been  
swallowed up in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, so that we may live in confidence and hope 
until, by your call, we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

(We Sit) 
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PERSONAL REFLECTIONS 
 
HYMN      “Borning Cry”             ELW 732 
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FIRST READING              Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
 
1
 For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:  

2
 a time to be 

born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;  
3
 a time to kill, 

and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up;  
4
 a time to weep, and a time to 

laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance;  
5
 a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather 

stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;  
6
 a time to seek, and 

a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away;  
7
 a time to tear, and a time to sew; a 

time to keep silence, and a time to speak;  
8
 a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, 

and a time for peace.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING              Psalm 121 
 
1 
I lift up my eyes to the hills-- from where will my help come?  

2
 My help comes from the LORD, 

who made heaven and earth.  
3
 He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not 

slumber.  
4
 He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.  

5
 The LORD is your keeper; the 

LORD is your shade at your right hand.  
6
 The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by 

night.  
7
 The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life.  

8
 The LORD will keep your 

going out and your coming in from this time on and forevermore.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

(We stand to welcome the Holy Gospel and say together:) 
 

THE VERSE 
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; to him be glory and power forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL           John 14:1-6 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said: 
1 
"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.  

2
 In my 

Father's house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 
to prepare a place for you?  

3
 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 

take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.  4 And you know the way to the 
place where I am going."  

5
 Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going. 

How can we know the way?"  
6
 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except through me.“ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(We Sit) 
 

SERMON            Pastor Jason Antley 
 

(We Stand) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY          “Spirit of Gentleness”            ELW 396 
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THE  APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy  
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, you have knit your chosen people together in one communion, in the mystical 
body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Give to your whole Church in heaven and on earth 
your light and your peace. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection may die to sin and 
rise to newness of life and that through the grave and gate of death we may pass with him to 
our joyful resurrection. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that your Holy Spirit 
may lead us in holiness and righteousness all our days. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed from all our sins and 
serve you with a quiet mind. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in your loving care, that, casting all their sorrow on 
you, they may know the consolation of your love. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they may have strength to meet the 
days ahead in the comfort of a holy and certain hope, and in the joyful expectation of eternal life 
with those they love. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in the  
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting. 
Hear us, Lord. 
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Grant us grace to entrust Linda to your never-failing love which sustained her in this life.  
Receive her into the arms of your mercy, and remember her according to the favor you bear for 
your people. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
God of all grace, you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life and immortality to light. 
We give you thanks because by his death Jesus destroyed the power of death and by his  
resurrection has opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Make us certain that because 
he lives we shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come 
shall be able to separate us from your love which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen  
 
COMMENDATION 
Let us commend Linda to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Linda. Acknowledge, we  
humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own 
redeeming. Receive her into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, 
and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN         “Soon and Very Soon”            ELW 439 
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Pastors  The Rev. Jason T. Antley 
   The Rev. Ralph G. Hill 
 
 
Organist  Mrs. Janet Marks 
 
 
Crucifer  Mrs. Shannon Burnett 
 
 
Bagpiper  The Rev. Edward Wilkes 
 
 
Ushers   Mr. Benjie Rhoad 
   Mr. Steve Fowler 
   Mrs. Myra Strock 
   Mr. Jim Nantz 
 
 
 
 
THE PASCAL CANDLE is a reminder of the presence of Christ, the Light of the world, who 
brings His power to the darkness of our hearts, helping us to grieve, not as others do who have 
no hope, but in the sure and certain hope that is ours through His death and Resurrection. 
 
 
 
 
THE PALL, which covers the urn, is a reminder of the baptismal garment God puts on His chil-
dren as He welcomes them into His Holy Family.  It also symbolizes that in Holy Baptism we 
have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ and given the gift of eternal life through His 
death and resurrection.  In addition, the pall enables all urns to come equally before the altar, a 
reminder that God loves everyone, rich and poor alike. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Linda Stewart Pittman, 83, of Columbia, South Carolina passed away on  
February 21, 2024 at home, surrounded by her family. 
 
Linda was born in Charlotte, North Carolina to the late Charles Stewart and Winnie 
Horton on November 19, 1940. She graduated from Harding High School in 1959. 
She married Robert A. Pittman, Jr. on April 8, 1961 at Central Wesleyan Methodist 
Church in Charlotte, North Carolina. Linda was a talented artist and held many  
positions in her life including owning her beloved tea room and gift shop, Southern 
Rose, in Lancaster, South Carolina. She retired from South Carolina Human Affairs 
Commission in 2007. She was a devoted member of her church and enjoyed baking 
cakes once a month for the Lutheran Men in Mission, in addition to sharing her  
favorite recipes with all of her loved ones. Her door was always open for dinner 
parties and get-togethers, and she was a gracious host to everyone who sat at her 
table. 
 
Linda is survived by her husband, Robert A. (Bobby) Pittman, Jr.; her daughter,  
Susan Pittman (David) Loney; her son, Robert Stewart (Monica) Pittman; her sister, 
Alona Weddine; her brother, Lewis (Mary) Stewart; her youngest brother, Keith 
(Linda) Stewart; her grandchildren, Cassandra (Niko) Torres, David (Tereesa) 
Loney, Stewart Loney, Emma Loney; her great grandson, Alex Torres; and her six 
precious granddogs. 
 
Linda is predeceased by her parents, Charles Stewart and Winnie Horton. 
 
Memorials may be made to St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church to help support the 
building maintenance fund. Barr-Price Funeral Home and Crematorium, Lexington 
Chapel is assisting the family. 
 
Linda’s family would like to thank the community for their outpouring of love and 
all of Linda’s close friends who showed their support throughout her final days. 
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Dear 

Granny 
 

God knew I needed someone  
Who’d Listen to what I said 

Who gives great big hugs 
And kisses on the head 
Someone who’d share 
Someone who’d care 

And be gentle as a dove, so 
He created you Granny 

And sent you 
For me to love! 


