Second Sunday in Lent
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Welcome to
Messiah

We are a com-
munity of grace
where we live
out Jesus' com-
mandment to
love God with
our whole heart
and to love our
neighbors as
ourselves. We
also seek to be a
welcoming com-
munity for all
people. This
includes people
of every race,
ability, sexual
otientation and
gender identity,
ethnic back-
ground, eco-
nomic grouping,
religious affilia-
tion, and politi-
cal persuasion.
We do this
simply because
God created all
people in God's
own image and
Christ Jesus
came so all peo-
ple might have
abundant

life. We may not
always be per-
fect, but this is
our intention--all
are welcomel

PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand as you are comfortable in body or spirit. The presiding minister will read the sections in plain, you are
Invited to read the bold sections

CALL TO WORSHIP

What wondrous love is this?

Love that ate with sinners.

Love that welcomed children.

What wondrous love is this?

Love that healed the lame.

Love that listened to the silenced.
What wondrous love is this?

Love that died for us.

Love that rose for us.

Love that still forgives and knows us.
Family of God, we are in the presence of such wondrous love.
Let us worship God.

GATHERING HYMN “Barth is Yours” Gungor
- 136 Micnaet Gungor

The for - est sounds with ce - dars break - ing.

You From the depths a song is ris - ing.
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The fields and trees, they start re- joic - ing. And now it's ris - ing from the ground.
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Ho - ly. ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord. The earth is Yours, and sing - ing: "Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly,
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CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

For today’s prayer of confession, we will pray with our whole selves—mind, body, heart, and soul—rthrough a kinesthet-
ic prayer. 1 invite you to listen and follow along by actively responding to the prompts I give you as you are able. 1 et us
begin with open eyes and an open heart as 1 guide you through this time of prayer.

Let us pray:

Jesus of Nazareth walked this earth seeing and giving to those in need —the Samari-
tan woman, the child, the blind man, the Pharisee—yet too often we close our eyes,
allowing fear or prejudice to hold us back. If you have ever ignored someone who
was in need, please close your eyes.

Jesus modeled a life of grace, whispering from the cross, “Father, forgive them, for
they know not what they do.” Even with his example, we struggle to live lives of
grace, often speaking words of hostility and shame over forgiveness or patience.

If you have ever dealt harshly with someone, embracing hostility instead of peace, or
shame instead of grace, please clench your fists.

Jesus gave thanks before breaking bread, modeling a life of gratitude before con-
sumption. However, we easily find ourselves in entitled mindsets and habits, taking
this earth and God’s creation for granted, consuming before caring. If you have ever
chosen consumption without gratitude, or comfort over care, Please cross your
arms.

Jesus said from the cross, “Behold your son; behold your mother.” It was a remind-



er that we belong together, as all of us are made in God’s good image. However, too
often we forget that we are worthy of belonging, denying God’s image in ourselves or
others. If you have ever been ashamed of who you are, or have denied the divine im-
age in another, bow your head.

Friends, this is what sin feels like—being cut off from others, closed off from the
world, left in the dark, alone and disconnected from God. However, God knows us
and loves us. Like a mother with her children, God will not abandon us!

Thus, if you have ever seen someone in need and responded with care, open your eyes.

If you have ever seen God in another, or trusted God’s promise that you are worthy of
love, lift your head.

If you have ever chosen forgiveness and grace over hatred and hostility, unclench your
fists.

And if you have ever chosen gratitude over entitlement, or willingly made a sacrifice
for the care of God’s creation, uncross your arms now.

Remember this day, God’s grace is for all of us no matter who we are or what we’ve
done or left undone. Friends, hear and believe the good news of the gospel: this is
what the kingdom of God feels like—eyes open, heads up, connected and united in
grace. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and freed! Thanks be to God! Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE

Leader: In peace, in peace let us pray to the Lord. (to Refrain)
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Leader: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. (fo Refrain)

Leader: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. (fo Refrain)

Leader: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord. (fo Refrain)

Leader: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

God, your Son Jesus Christ bore the cross for our salvation and was raised from the
dead for the redemption of the world. Give us the courage to take up our cross and
follow him, that through his grace we may accept the cost of faithful discipleship and
receive the joy of everlasting life with Christ, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16

'When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to
him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. >And I will make my cov-
enant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” “Then Abram
fell on his face; and God said to him, *“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You
shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. "No longer shall your name be Abram,
but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of
nations. °I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings
shall come from you. "I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your oft-
spring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to
you and to your offspring after you.”

>*God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sa-
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you are
comforta-
ble in body
or spirit

rah shall be her name. '°I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I
will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 4:13-25

"The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his de-
scendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. '“If it is the adher-
ents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. "For the
law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.

'“For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace
and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also
to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, "as it is writ-
ten, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in
whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that
do not exist. '"Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of
many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.”
""He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as
good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the bar-
renness of Sarah’s womb. “’No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of
God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, *'being fully convinced
that God was able to do what he had promised. “*Therefore his faith “was reckoned
to him as righteousness.” “’Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written
not for his sake alone, 2*but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him
who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, “>who was handed over to death for our
trespasses and was raised for our justification.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
0

Let_ your stead fast love

Let_  your stead fast love come___  to us, O Lord.
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Save - us___ as__ you pro mised, we will trust your word.
GOSPEL Mark 8:31-38

Glory to you, O Lord.

’I{Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after
three days rise again.’”’He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and be-
gan to rebuke him. *"But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but
on human things.”

**He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become
my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. **For
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake,
and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. **For what will it profit them to gain the
whole world and forfeit their life? *"Indeed, what can they give in return for their life?
**Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful gener-
ation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his
Father with the holy angels.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY “What Wondrous Love is This”
Douring this time, the band will play or the song leader will sing and you are invited to thonghtful meditation,
quiet, reflection, continned coloring or to sing along and the words can be found on the screens.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

We believe in a God who meets us in the shadows,
who welcomes our questions,

who invites us to begin again.

We believe that Jesus showed us a new way,

a deeper faith,



a more compassionate existence.

We believe that all of our beginnings should return us to this foundation,
and that no matter how many times we lose our way,

God always welcomes us home. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-
being of creation, and a world in need.

We turn to you for meaning, holy God. Nurture in your children the gifts of the Spirit
poured out in baptism and let the mind of Christ guide the church. Give wisdom and
discernment to our bishops, pastors, deacons, teachers, and leaders. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We turn to you for renewal. Save lives and ecosystems threatened by pollution and a
changing climate. Cleanse the earth’s waters and restore the soil. Preserve rainforests,
deserts, and wildlife, that generations to come may cherish your creation. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

We turn to you for justice. Uphold the worth and dignity of every person, especially
any who experience hatred and rejection because of gender, ability, sexual orientation,
color, ethnicity, or religion. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We turn to you for healing. Send compassionate helpers to any who suffer because of
war and violence. Shelter unhoused people, befriend those who are lonely, bring hope
to any in despair, and console the bereaved, especially... Hear us, O God. Your mercy
is great.

We turn to you for purpose. Remind us of your faithfulness to this congregation. In-
crease our trust in your guidance and keep us near the cross. Grant that our acts of
service will express Christ’s sacrificial love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We turn to you for peace. We honor the saints who lived in service to others. Inspire
us by their example until you gather us into your kingdom. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
SPECIAL MUSIC

OFFERING PRAYER

Almighty God, we thank you for the covenant you established with Abraham
and Sarah, which you have opened to us through Jesus Christ our Lord. Accept
these offerings with the dedication of our lives, that we may be for the world a
sign of your abiding love and a testament to your enduring promise. In Christ,
by the power of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God,
now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

... his rising to life breathing forgiveness, we praise and worship him:
(songleader sings #1, congregation sings #1... call & response each line)
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...healing, renewing and making us whole.
Come, Holy Spirit.

...Jloving and caring in the world.
Come, Holy Spirit.



10 THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.
COMMUNION HYMNS
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ACS #1082 “O God, You Search Me”
ACS #966 “Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken”
Please POST COMMUNION PRAYER & BLESSING
stand as
you are BENEDICTION
comforta-
ble in body .
or spitit May God, whose hand has written the law of love upon your heart,
fill you with peace from deep within
and the commitment to live in harmony.
And the blessing of God, who loves, forgives, and calls us home,
be with you now and always. Amen




SENDING HYMN “Go Now With God”
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SENDING

Let the same mind be in you that was in Jesus Christ. Go forth in peace to love
and serve the world. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



No cash or checkbook? No problem. .
You can donate through Venmo Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church

or on our website at:
messiahlutheranmqt.org/give

If you wish to designate your
donation to a specific fund, please be
sure to do so. Any undesignated

Children helong in worship! Waorship should be accessible!

Warship kits and a nursery Hearing devices (and T-Coil) and

God calls us to welcome everyone! brgre print bulleting are avalable, We
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. . vful noise of children ! ) L wnvalte Vo o st or stand as you are
donations automatlcauy g0 to our and 50 do el comimunity wnd to share the love of comnfortable. All gender and fumily
general fund which supports the God with o acighbors. ”."E’“ are restroom [aetlities are available on
. £ o new, please inteoduce yoursell to our the first level, please see signs in the

entirety of our ministry. peior. Moo

000
Thank you for your generosity! Lr'\qﬂﬂf]

All are welcome at Jesus” tahle! God calls us to pray!

Messiah Evangelical

During communion grape juice and puten-free Drivate prayer requests may be made by writing
Lutheran Church options are available. Those not wishing to them on the back of the Welcome Card, 1 you
@messiahlutheranmqt commine may come forward for a blessing, wold like to be added to the praver list or receive
Those not able to come forward may recefve a pastoral care visit, please contact the church
commtnion in their pew, please notify the usher, office.

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church
305 W. Magnetic St., Marquette Michigan
906.225.1119 — www.messiablutheranmaqt.org
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