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PRELUDE           Lord, Thee I Love With All My Heart  
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Please stand as comfortable, in body or in spirit and face the cross at the back  of the sanctu-
ary 

The presiding minister will read the sections in plain text.  
You are invited to read the bold portions.  

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Trusting in God’s promise of salvation,  let us confess our sin and repent. 
 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not been sincere Christians. 
We claim to follow Jesus but have not taken his path of sacrificial love. 
We profess to be disciples,  
but we are not willing to bear the cost of discipleship. 
We affirm the virtue of self‐denial,  
but we indulge our selfish desires and seek earthly gain. 
Forgive us, we pray. 
Free us for sincere repentance through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
Hear the good news:  
God deems as righteous all who trust that Jesus 
has been raised from the dead for our salvation. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, 
you are forgiven. Amen.  
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW #796 “How Firm a Foundation” 

 
 
 
 

 

Welcome to  
Messiah 
 
We are a commu-
nity of grace 
where we live out 
Jesus' command-
ment to love God 
with our whole 
heart and to love 
our neighbors as 
ourselves. We also 
seek to be a wel-
coming communi-
ty for all peo-
ple. This includes 
people of every 
race, ability, sexual 
orientation and 
gender identity, 
ethnic back-
ground, economic 
grouping, religious 
affiliation, and 
political persua-
sion. We do this 
simply because 
God created all 
people in God's 
own image and 
Christ Jesus came 
so all people might 
have abundant 
life. We may not 
always be perfect, 
but this is our 
intention--all are 
welcome!  
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GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE        ACS pg. 31 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE      ACS pg. 32 

Congregation sings the refrain, choir sings the verses 
Refrain 
Vs. 3 To all who live in holy fear your mercy everf flows. 
With mighty arm you dash the proud, their scheming hearts expose. 
Vs. 4 The ruthless you have cast aside, the lowly throned instead; 
the hungry filled with all good things, the rich sent off unfed. 
Refrain 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

God, your Son Jesus Christ bore the cross for our salvation and was raised from the dead 
for the redemption of the world. Give us the courage to take up our cross and follow 
him,  that through his grace we may accept the cost of faithful discipleship and receive the 
joy of everlasting life with Christ, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.  
 
FIRST READING                            Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16  
 

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I 
am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant be-
tween me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; 
and God said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor 
of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be 
Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you ex-
ceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will es-
tablish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their 
generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” 
 15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah 
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shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless 
her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 
 

Word of God, Word of Life.    
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM               Psalm 22:23-31  
 

23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory. 
  Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel. 
 24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is 
the LORD’s face hidden from them; 
  but when they cry out, the LORD hears them. 
 25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 
 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever! 
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 
  all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
 28For dominion belongs to the LORD, 
  who rules over the nations. 
 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD. 
 30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 
  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
  saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”  
 
SECOND READING       Romans 4:13-25  
 

13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his de-
scendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents 
of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law 
brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those 
who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have 
made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, 
who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping 
against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according 
to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith 
when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a 
hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust 
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made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he 
gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 
22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was 
reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reck-
oned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was hand-
ed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      ACS pg. 34 

GOSPEL                                        Mark 8:31-38  
 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days 
rise again.32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind 
me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
 34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those 
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for 
the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world 
and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son 
of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy an-
gels.” 
 

The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
SERMON 
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as you are 
comfortable 
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MEDITATIVE REFLECTION              “What Wondrous Love is This” 
               Piano 

 

During this time you are invited to enter into silent meditation as you listen, reflect or color.  
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being 
of creation, and a world in need. 
 

We turn to you for meaning, holy God. Nurture in your children the gifts of the Spirit 
poured out in baptism and let the mind of Christ guide the church. Give wisdom and dis-
cernment to our bishops, pastors, deacons, teachers, and leaders. Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great. 
 

We turn to you for renewal. Save lives and ecosystems threatened by pollution and a 
changing climate. Cleanse the earth’s waters and restore the soil. Preserve rainforests, de-
serts, and wildlife, that generations to come may cherish your creation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We turn to you for justice. Uphold the worth and dignity of every person, especially any 
who experience hatred and rejection because of gender, ability, sexual orientation, color, 
ethnicity, or religion. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

 

 

Please 
stand as 
you are 
comfort-
able in 
body or 
spirit 
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We turn to you for healing. Send compassionate helpers to any who suffer because of war 
and violence. Shelter unhoused people, befriend those who are lonely, bring hope to any 
in despair, and console the bereaved, especially... Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We turn to you for purpose. Remind us of your faithfulness to this congregation. Increase 
our trust in your guidance and keep us near the cross. Grant that our acts of service will 
express Christ’s sacrificial love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We turn to you for peace. We honor the saints who lived in service to others. Inspire us by 
their example until you gather us into your kingdom. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 
Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
SENIOR CHOIR ANTHEM    “Brighter Than Snow” 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Almighty God, we thank you for the covenant you established with Abraham and 
Sarah, which you have opened to us through Jesus Christ our Lord. Accept these 
offerings with the dedication of our lives, that we may be for the world a sign of 
your abiding love and a testament to your enduring promise. In Christ, by the pow-
er of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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comfort-
able in 
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spirit 
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… It is truly right and our greatest joy 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

As we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again. 
 
… Amen.  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
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our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
 

“Lamb of God”    ACS pg. 40  

ELW #468 “Around you, O Lord Jesus”  
ACS #1082  “O God, You Search Me”  
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you 
with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor 
and ☩ give you peace. Amen  
 
SENDING HYMN                                    #927 “Christ Is the Life”  vs. 1 & 4 
                 Next page 
SENDING   

 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Jesus Christ.   
Go forth in peace to love and serve the world.  
Thanks be to God.  
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POSTLUDE            How Firm a Foundation  
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