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Welcome to
Messiah

We are a commu-
nity of grace
where we live out
Jesus' command-
ment to love God
with our whole
heart and to love
our neighbors as
ourselves. We also
seck to be a wel-
coming communi-
ty for all peo-

ple. This includes
people of every
race, ability, sexual
orientation and
gender identity,
ethnic back-
ground, economic
grouping, religious
affiliation, and
political persua-
sion. We do this
simply because
God created all
people in God's
own image and
Christ Jesus came
so all people might
have abundant
life. We may not
always be perfect,
but this is our
intention--all are
welcome!

PRELUDE Lord, Thee I Love With All My Heart

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand as comfortable, in body or in spirit and face the cross at the back of the sanctu-
ary
The presiding minister will read the sections in plain text.
You are invited to read the bold portions.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Trusting in God’s promise of salvation, let us confess our sin and repent.

Metciful God,

we confess that we have not been sincere Christians.

We claim to follow Jesus but have not taken his path of sacrificial love.
We profess to be disciples,

but we are not willing to bear the cost of discipleship.

We affirm the virtue of self-denial,

but we indulge our selfish desires and seek earthly gain.

Forgive us, we pray.

Free us for sincere repentance through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Hear the good news:

God deems as righteous all who trust that Jesus
has been raised from the dead for our salvation.
In the name of Jesus Christ,

you are forgiven. Amen.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW #796 “How Firm a Foundation”
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1 How firm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,
3 “When  through fi-'ry i - als your path - way shall li,
4 “Through - out all their life - time my peo - ple shall prove
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for I am your God and will still  give you aid;
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who un - to the Sav - ior for ref - uge have fled?
up - held by my righ - teous,om - nip - o - tent hand”
your  dross  to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”
like lambs  they shall still in my bo - som be bome”
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Please be
seated

CANTICLE OF PRAISE ACS pg. 32
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done for me, and ho - ly is your name.

Congregation sings the refrain, choir sings the verses
Refrain
5. 3 'To all who live in holy fear your mercy everf flows.
With mighty arm you dash the proud, their scheming hearts expose.
5. 4 The ruthless you have cast aside, the lowly throned instead;
the hungry filled with all good things, the rich sent off unfed.
Refrain

PRAYER OF THE DAY

God, your Son Jesus Christ bore the cross for our salvation and was raised from the dead
for the redemption of the world. Give us the courage to take up our cross and follow

him, that through his grace we may accept the cost of faithful discipleship and receive the
joy of everlasting life with Christ, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

FIRST READING Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16

'When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I
am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. “And I will make my covenant be-
tween me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” “Then Abram fell on his face;
and God said to him, *“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor
of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be
Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. °I will make you ex-
ceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. "I will es-
tablish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their
generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.”
"God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah



shall be her name. '°I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless
her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 22:23-31

“You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel.
“*For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is
the LORD’s face hidden from them;
but when they cry out, the LORD hears them.
“From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.
“‘The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
*’For dominion belongs to the LORD,
who rules over the nations.
“Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD.
'Their descendants shall serve the LORD,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
*I'They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”

SECOND READING Romans 4:13-25

"The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his de-
scendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. '“If it is the adherents
of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. "For the law
brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.

'“For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those
who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, '"as it is written, “I have
made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed,
who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. '*“Hoping
against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according
to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” "He did not weaken in faith
when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a
hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. “’No distrust



Please stand
as you are
comfortable
in body ot
spirit
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seated

made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he
gave glory to God, *'being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.
“’Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” “’Now the words, “it was
reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, 2*but for ours also. It will be reck-
oned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, *>who was hand-
ed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ACS pg. 34
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Noth-ing in all cre - a - tion can sep-a-rate us from the love of God.

GOSPEL Mark 8:31-38
Glory to you, O Lord.

J1[Jesus| began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days
rise again.”’He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. »But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind
me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

“‘He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. **For those
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for
the sake of the gospel, will save it. **For what will it profit them to gain the whole world
and forfeit their life? *"Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? **Those who are
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son
of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy an-
gels.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON
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MEDITATIVE REFLECTION “What Wondrous Love is This”
Piano

During this time yon are invited to enter into silent meditation as you listen, reflect or color.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being
of creation, and a world in need.

We turn to you for meaning, holy God. Nurture in your children the gifts of the Spirit
poured out in baptism and let the mind of Christ guide the church. Give wisdom and dis-
cernment to our bishops, pastors, deacons, teachers, and leaders. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

We turn to you for renewal. Save lives and ecosystems threatened by pollution and a
changing climate. Cleanse the earth’s waters and restore the soil. Preserve rainforests, de-
serts, and wildlife, that generations to come may cherish your creation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We turn to you for justice. Uphold the worth and dignity of every person, especially any
who experience hatred and rejection because of gender, ability, sexual orientation, color,
ethnicity, or religion. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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We turn to you for healing. Send compassionate helpers to any who suffer because of war
and violence. Shelter unhoused people, befriend those who are lonely, bring hope to any
in despair, and console the bereaved, especially... Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We turn to you for purpose. Remind us of your faithfulness to this congregation. Increase
our trust in your guidance and keep us near the cross. Grant that our acts of service will
express Christ’s sacrificial love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We turn to you for peace. We honor the saints who lived in service to others. Inspire us by
their example until you gather us into your kingdom. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

SENIOR CHOIR ANTHEM “Brighter Than Snow”

OFFERING PRAYER

Almighty God, we thank you for the covenant you established with Abraham and
Sarah, which you have opened to us through Jesus Christ our Lord. Accept these
offerings with the dedication of our lives, that we may be for the world a sign of
your abiding love and a testament to your enduring promise. In Christ, by the pow-
er of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

... It is truly right and our greatest joy
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the high - est.

As we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Christ has died,

Christ is risen,

Christ will come again.

... Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us



10 our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION HYMNS
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ELW #468 “Around you, O Lord Jesus”
ACS #1082 “O God, You Search Me”

leff POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER

standa as

% | BENEDICTION

comfort-

able in The Lord bless you and keep you.

bodyor | The Lord’s face shine on you

it with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor

and *F give you peace. Amen

SENDING HYMN #927 “Christ Is the Life” vs. 7 &4
Next page

SENDING

Let the same mind be in you that was in Jesus Christ.

Go forth in peace to love and serve the world.

Thanks be to God.
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POSTLUDE How Firm a Foundation
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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church

AN A

Children belong in worship!
Woeship kits and a nugsery

cailable. God rejoices God calls us to welcome everyone!

P 14 Messiah seeks to be o welcoming

i ful noise of children . N -
. comimunity and ro share the love of
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God with our neighbors. 1f you are

new, please introduce voursell to our

pastors.
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All are welcome at Jesus' table!
Dwsritig communion geape juice and gluren-free
options are available. Those not wishing to
commune may come forward for a blessing.
These nat able to come forwand may recemve

communicn in their pew, |)|\'>|.\< |||>|i|’l\ the usher,

a pn.ilm:ll care visit,

Worship should be accessible!
Hearing devices (and T-Cotl) and
large print bulleting are avalable, We
invite you o st or stand as you are

comfortable. All gender and family

restroom Facilities are available on

the first level, 31|.|.'¥.w se¢ signs in the
Narthex,
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God calls us t:J pray!
Private prayer requests may
thenr 1\|11|1| back of the \\t]\.cﬂn\ Car |] 1f Vsl

be made by wating

would like to be added to the prayer list or receive

please contact the church

office.

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church
305 W. Magnetic St., Marquette Michigan
906.225.1119 — www.messiablutheranmaqt.org

Preacher: Pr. Andrew Plocher

Liturgist: Pr. Molly Hunter

Assisting Minister: Chris Harkness

Reader: Judy Quirk

Ushers: Mike Coyne, Bruce Robertson
Communion Assistants: Beth Krznarich, Terry Langenberg, Larry Pagel
Greeters: Joan Tasson, Jan Vickstrom
Organist: Kathy Strazzinski

Senior Choir Director: Sara Parks

Audio Technician: Dan Zini

Livestream Technician: Traci Zini

Nursery: Jamie Dodge

Flower Delivery: Jan Julian
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No cash or checkbook? No problem.
You can donate through Venmo
or on our website at:
messiahlutheranmgqt.org/give

If you wish to designate your
donation to a specific fund, please be
sure to do so. Any undesignated
donations automatically go to our
general fund which supports the
entirety of our ministry.

Thank you for your generosity!

Messiah Evangelical
Lutheran Church

@messiahlutheranmqt
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