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GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE              “O Sacred Head Now Wounded”         Michael Burkhardt  

 
(We Stand) 

 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
During the season of Lent we are called to return to the Lord with all our heart. Let us confess 
our sin and acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s  
mercy. 
 
Holy God, 
We confess that we have strayed from you and turned aside from your way. Too often we 
neglect and do not trust your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to  
others; we spoil your creation; we cause hurt; we give in to fear. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us. Create in us clean hearts for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior.  
Amen. 
 
Hear the good news: God so loved the world that He gave his only Son, so that all may  
receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you, + forgives you in Christ’s name, and 
revives you with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!  
 

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and 
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side. 
 

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex. 
 

Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side. 
 

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by 
the stairwell. 
 

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape  
Sunday School classroom.  Any usher will be glad to direct you. 
 

Sunday school classes are provided for 18 month olds through adults. 
 

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.  
Ushers are also available to assist you. 
 

If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code.  Here’s how it works: 
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and 
share whatever information you desire.  Thank you!  Hope to see you again soon!  
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GATHERING HYMN       “How Firm a Foundation”            ELW 796 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
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SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

(We Sit) 
 

FIRST READING        Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
 
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am 
God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between me 
and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God said 
to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of  
nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have 
made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will 
make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me 
and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, 
to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” 
  15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be 
her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she 
shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALMODY                   Psalm 22:23-31 

23You who fear the Lord, give praise! All you of Jacob’s | line, give glory. 
 Stand in awe of the Lord, all you off- | spring of Israel. 
24For the Lord does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the Lord‘s 
 face hid- | den from them; 
 but when they cry out, | the Lord hears them. 
25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 
 I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the Lord. 
26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 
 Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts | live forever! R 
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the Lord; 
 all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 
28For dominion belongs | to the Lord, 
 who rules o- | ver the nations. 
29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 
 all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | fore the Lord. 
30Their descendants shall | serve the Lord, 
 whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. 
31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 
 saying to them, “The | Lord has acted!” R 
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SECOND READING                 Romans 4:13-25 
 
13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants 
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are 
to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there 
is no law, neither is there violation. 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the  
promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents 
of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as 
it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom 
he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
18Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,”  
according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in 
faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a 
hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made 
him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to 
God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22Therefore his 
faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were 
written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him 
who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was handed over to death for our trespasses 
and was raised for our justification. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

(We Stand) 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL          Mark 8:31-38  
 

The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the 8th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be  
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 
again.32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But 
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you 
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 34He called the crowd with his 
disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit 
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for  
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their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful  
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his  
Father with the holy angels.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(We Sit) 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON           Pastor Ralph 
 

SERMON            Pastor Ralph 
 

(We Stand) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”            ELW 802 
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THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the  
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and  
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

(We Sit) 

OFFERING 
God calls us to be generous stewards for the sake of our ministry near and far.   
You can support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate,  
mailing it to the church, giving online (sslc.org or use the QR Code) or through  
the Givelify app.  If you would like more details on direct deposit giving please  
contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562. 
 

Anthem        “I Will Rejoice in the Lord”           Georg Philipp Telemann 
 

I will rejoice in the Lord who lifts my voice to sing! Come join this song  
of praising and be joyful. Be joyful in the Lord my God. 

 

(We Stand) 

OFFERTORY SONG                 ELW 188 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

THE PREFACE 
 

THE SANCTUS 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

(We Sit) 
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THE AGNUS DEI 

 
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

C hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning 
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front rows for those who wish to  

remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable 
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord's presence in, with, and under each 
element alone. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 
Communion Music         “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”        Michael Burkhardt  

 
The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.   

The hymn can be found in the back portion of the LBW (Green) Hymnal in your pew rack. 
 
Communion Hymn         “Faith of Our Fathers”            LBW 500 

 
(We Stand) 

 
BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  
God the Father, who fills the creation with abundance, + Christ the Son, who spreads his arms 
in forgiveness, and the Holy Spirit, who draws ever near to us, bless you and bring you to life 
everlasting. 
Amen. 



11 

SENDING HYMN        “Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said”           ELW 667 

DISMISSAL 
Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE     “Christ Lag In Todesbanden”            Johann Sebastian Bach 
(Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands)  
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THE ALTAR GREENERY is given to the glory of God and in honor of Erin’s birthday and  
Stephen and Erin’s 4th wedding anniversary by Steve and Marian Fowler. 
 
 
 
SERVING TODAY:  
Ushers: (8:30) Reuben Eargle, Sandy Shealy, Ron Redd, Steve Fowler, Jim Nantz,  
  Daryl Hooker, and Adam Tworzyanski; 
 (11:00)  Otis Rawl, Gregg Mills, Hunter Mills, G Kolb, Mike Burgess, Myra Strock,  
  Manning Burgess, and Roy Windham 
Cantor: Alyssa Romeo 
Soloists: Alyssa Romeo, Madison LaFontan 
Organist: Janet Marks 
Readers: (8:30) Bobby Martin; (11:00) Heyward Addy 
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Jane Kennedy; (11:00) Benjie Rhoad 
Order of St. Stephen’s: (8:30)  [A] Katy Hooker [C] Ryan Kennedy; 
   (11:00) [A] Catherine Sadler [C]  
 
 
 
The Church Staff                       Crisis Care Line: 808-6471                 Website: www.sslc.org 
The Rev. Jason T. Antley   The Rev. Ralph G. Hill 
Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator 
Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist Mrs. Julie Tworzyanski, Preschool Director 

Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School Information: 
 

         Locations for Children’s Classes Locations for Adult Classes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

Nursery – Room #105   Saints & Sinners with Pastor Jason 
     Room #203 (Old Agape Classroom) 

2, 3, 4 year olds & 5K – Room #103    

1st—2nd Grade – Room # 206   Agape Adult Class 
     Men’s Classroom (Downstairs) 

3rd—5th Grade – Room # 216   

6th, 7th, and 8th Grade – Room #212   Young Adult Class with Pastor Ralph 
     Chapel (Upstairs New Building) 

9th – 12th Grade – Room #217    


