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Welcome and Announcements, Land Acknowledgement  

 

Affirming Statement:  

ALL:  As an Affirming Ministry we boldly declare that we fully welcome and include the full 

participation of all people in the life and work of Ministry as we journey together, regardless of sexual 

orientation, gender identity, ethnicity, age, marital status, mental or physical ability, beliefs, cultural 

backgrounds, or economic circumstance.  We are dedicated to being good stewards of God's world, 

working and living towards justice and wholeness for all God's people.  

 

Candle lighting  

ONE: This week we begin the season of lent.  We journey with Jesus through the wilderness, all the way to 

Jerusalem. Along the way we are invited to let go of what we no longer need, and gather a sense of who we are, 

and whose we are.  As we gather here today, let’s draw our attention to our bodies and our minds.  Notice all 

that you do in a day, and how this saturates your being.  Notice where you are fulfilled and encouraged, and 

notice where you are overwhelmed and fatigued.  In all of this, remember who you are.  

ALL: We are blessed, and we are blessing.  We are loved, and we are loving.  We are called to rest in 

God’s grace, and from here, live in to a world of compassion and peace.  

 

Hymn:                      MV 7  “Gather us In” 

 
(Words & music:  David Hann, 2005; French trans. David Fines, 2006 

Words & music copyright © 2005 David Hann.  UBP) 
 

Gather us in, ground us in you. 

Gather us in, ground us in you. 

Gather us in, gather us in,  

ground us, ground us in you.  
 

Gathering Words  

 

ONE: Come away and be still.  

ALL: We come to worship God.  

ONE: Come find rest for your weariness.  

ALL: We come to worship God.  

ONE: Come with your joy and sorrow.  

ALL: We come to worship God.  

ONE: In this time, in this place, God waits for us  

ALL: Let us worship together.  
 



 

Opening Prayer  

God of the past, present and future, we gather here mindful of your covenant with us;  

Your promise to Noah and all living creatures, affirming your close relationship with and concern for all your 

creation.  

As we plan our next tentative steps out of the shadows of the past, help us to honour your presence, renew our 

relationship with all your living creatures, be aware of the possibilities inherent in this new start, and watch 

hopefully for your rainbow assurance of new life and new possibilities.  As people of your promise, May Spirit’s 

movements be known among us.  Amen.  

 

Hymn:           VU 374  “Come and Find the Quiet Centre” 

 
(Words:  Shirley Erena Murray, alt. 1989 

Music:  attrib. Benjamin Franklin White 1844, harm. Ronald A. Nelson 1978 

Words © 1992 Hope Publishing Company 

Harmony © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, UBP of Augsburg Fortress 

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-725593.  All rights reserved) 

 

1 Come and find the quiet centre 

  in the crowded life we lead, 

 find the room for hope to enter, 

  find the frame where we are freed: 

 clear the chaos and the clutter, 

  clear our eyes, that we can see  

 all the things that really matter, 

  be at peace, and simply be. 

 

2 Silence is a friend who claims us, 

  cools the heat and slows the pace, 

 God it is who speaks and names us, 

  knows our being, face to face, 

 making space within our thinking, 

  lifting shades to show the sun, 

 raising courage when we're shrinking, 

  finding scope for faith begun. 

 
 

3 In the Spirit let us travel, 

  open to each other's pain, 

 let our loves and fears unravel, 

  celebrate the space we gain: 

 there's a place for deepest dreaming, 

  there's a time for heart to care, 

 in the Spirit's lively scheming 

  there is always room to spare! 

 

Faith Focus:  Rest is Resistance:  Tricia Hersey and our Lenten Series  
 

Scripture:   Genesis 9:8-17  The covenant between God and Noah 

  Mark 1:9-15   The baptism, temptation, and mission of Jesus  
 

ONE: These are ancient descriptions of Spirit’s movements for the church today  

ALL: Let us give thanks!  



Reflection:  Guidance From the Wilderness for Tender Creatures  

 

Hymn:                 VU 299  “Teach me God to Wonder” 

 

(Words:  Walter Farquharson 1973, French trans. Étienne de Peyer 1983, alt. R. Gerald Hobbs 1987 

Music:  Ron Klusmeier 1974, Words © 1973 Walter Farquharson.  Music © 1974 Ron Klusmeier 

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-725593.  All rights reserved) 

 

1 Teach me, God, to wonder, teach me, God, to see; 

 let your world of beauty capture me. 

 

 Refrain: Praise to you be given, love for you be lived, 

   life be celebrated, joy you give. 

 

2 Let me, God, be open, let me loving be; 

 let your world of people speak to me.           R 

 

3 Let me, God, be ready, let me be awake, 

 in your world of loving my place take.         R 

 

4 Teach me, God, to know you, hear you when you speak, 

 see you in my neighbour when we meet.      R 

 

Prayers of the People and The Disciple’s Prayer  

… all this we pray, remembering the prayer which Jesus taught to the disciples,   
 

Mother of us all, 

who dwells within and beyond, 

Sacred is your name. 

May your holy vision for collective flourishing 

come to fruition among us. 

May your dreams of justice, love, compassion, and connection be enfleshed on earth. 

Provide us today with what we need to be nourished in body, soul, and heart. 

Forgive us for the harm we cause as we seek to forgive those who have harmed us. 

Lead us away from everything that destroys and liberate us from the hands of evil. 

For you are the ultimate source of hope. 

Your power-with exceeds all power-over. 

Your presence incites eternal wonder. 

All praise to you, our comfort and strength. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn:                      MV 62  “There is Room for All” - ladies trio 

 
(Words & music:  Bruce Harding, 2004; French trans. David Fines, 2006 

Words & music © 2004 by Bruce Harding, www.evensong.ca. 

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-725593.  All rights reserved) 

There is room for all in the shadow of God’s wing; 

There is room for all, sheltered in God’s love. 

And I rejoice and sing, “My refuge and my rock, 

in whom I trust.” 

There is room for all, there is room for all! 

http://www.evensong.ca/


  

Minute for Mission 

 

Offering   

 

Offering Hymn:              VU 542  “We Give You But Your Own” 

 
(Words:  William Walsham How 1858, alt. 

Music:  Johann Balthasar Konig 1738 adapt. William Henry Havergal 1847 

Public Domain) 

 

We give you but your own, 

whate'er the gift may be; 

all that we have is yours alone, 

we give it gratefully.  
 

Offertory Prayer  

Benediction  

Sung response:   MV 115  “Behold, Behold I Make All Things New” 

 
(Words & music:  John L. Bell, 1995  

Words & music © 1995 by WGRG, Iona Community, Scotland  

admin GIA Publications, Inc. excl. N. American agent.  ARR. 

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-725593.  All rights reserved) 

 

Behold, behold,  

I make all things new, 

beginning with you  

and starting from today. 

 

Behold, behold,  

I make all things new,  

my promise is true  

for I am Christ the way. 

 

 

Behold, behold,  

I make all things new, 

beginning with you  

and starting from today. 

 

Behold, behold,  

I make all things new,  

my promise is true  

for I am Christ the way. 
 

 
(Gathering Words written by The Wetaskiwin Writers, Grace Lutheran Church and First UC Wetaskiwin AB. Opening 

Prayer adapted from a prayer by Joyce Wagland, Comox UC, Comox BC.  Both published in Gathering Lent Easter  

2024 year B, used with permission.  Disciples’ prayer interpretation from Enfleshed.) 

 

 

 


