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TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY 
February 11th 2024 at 10:15am 

________________________________________________________________________ 

You are welcome to participate in smudging as you enter the church to worship. Smudging is a sign of purification and 
peace offered to anyone who would like to participate. When the weather is too difficult to offer smudging outdoors – 
and at any time that you are in the church building, dry smudge is available. The sacred medicines – tobacco, sage, 
sweetgrass, and cedar – are provided at the side chapel. Rub the medicines in your hands and place them in the shell 
bowl; after use these will be respectfully burned. St John’s is grateful to Indigenous members of our community for 
offering smudging. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

PRELUDE               Menuet gothique  - L. Boellmann 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 384       Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

WELCOME 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 

Dear friends, we gather this day on the traditional and unceded territory of the Algonquin Nation. 
May we always dwell on this land with respect and peace. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be 

with you all.  

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 



THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

Let us pray. 

Silence is kept.  

Almighty God, on the holy mount you revealed to chosen witnesses your well-beloved Son, 
wonderfully transfigured: mercifully deliver us from the darkness of this world, and change us into his 
likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE FIRST READING    2 Kings 2:1-12 

 

When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their 
way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel." But Elisha 
said, "As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So they went down to Bethel. 
The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, "Do you know that 
today the Lord will take your master away from you?" And he said, "Yes, I know; keep silent." Elijah 
said to him, "Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho." But he said, "As the Lord lives, and 
as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So they came to Jericho. The company of prophets who were 
at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, "Do you know that today the Lord will take your 
master away from you?" And he answered, "Yes, I know; be silent." Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here; 
for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan." But he said, "As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will 
not leave you." So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and 
stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 
 
Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one 
side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. When they had crossed, Elijah 
said to Elisha, "Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you." Elisha said, "Please let me 
inherit a double share of your spirit." He responded, "You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me 
as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not." As they continued walking and 
talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a 
whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, "Father, father! The chariots of Israel and 
its horsemen!" But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in 
two pieces. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 



PSALM 50:1-6 

  

The Lord, the God of gods, has spoken; 
he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, 
God reveals himself in glory. 
Our God will come and will not keep silence; 
before him there is a consuming flame, and round about him a raging storm. 
He calls the heavens and the earth from above 
to witness the judgement of his people. 
 
“Gather before me my loyal followers, 
those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.” 
Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; 
for God himself is judge. 

THE SECOND READING    2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

 
 
 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  
Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL HYMN 572 Let There Be Light 

 

 

 

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those 
who are perishing. In their case the god of this 
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, 
to keep them from seeing the light of the 
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image 
of God. 
 
For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim 
Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your 
slaves for Jesus' sake. For it is the God who said, 
"Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone 
in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 

Si cependant notre Evangile demeure voilé, 
il est voilé pour ceux qui se perdent, pour 
les incrédules, dont le dieu de ce monde a 
aveuglé l’intelligence, afin qu’ils ne 
perçoivent pas l’illumination de l’Evangile 
de la gloire du Christ, lui qui est l’image de 
Dieul. 
 
Non, ce n’est pas nous-mêmes, mais Jésus 
Christ Seigneur que nous proclamons. 
Quant à nous-mêmes, nous nous 
proclamons vos serviteurs à cause de Jésus. 
Car le Dieu qui a dit : que la lumière brille 
au milieu des ténèbres, c’est lui-même qui 
a brillé dans nos cœurs pour faire 
resplendir la connaissance de sa gloire qui 
rayonne sur le visage du Christ. 
 



THE GOSPEL Mark 9:2-9 

May God be with you. 
And also with you. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

SERMON 

ANTHEM         O Nata Lux - J. Brackenborough 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and 
James and John, and led them up a high 
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was 
transfigured before them, and his clothes 
became dazzling white, such as no one on 
earth could bleach them. And there appeared 
to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking 
with Jesus. 
 
Then Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good 
for us to be here; let us make three 
dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and 
one for Elijah." 
 
He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, 
and from the cloud there came a voice, "This 
is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!" 
Suddenly when they looked around, they saw 
no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 
As they were coming down the mountain, he 
ordered them to tell no one about what they 
had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen 
from the dead. 
 

Six days later Creator Sets Free (Jesus) took his 
three closest followers—Stands on the Rock 
(Peter), He Takes Over (James), and He Shows 
Goodwill (John)—and led them up a high 
mountain to be alone and pray. Right before 
their eyes his appearance began to change. 
His clothes became shining white, whiter than 
anyone on earth could make them. Two 
ancestors appeared before them also, the 
prophet Great Spirit Is Creator (Elijah) and the 
ancient lawgiver Drawn from the Water 
(Moses). They were both talking with Creator 
Sets Free (Jesus).  
 
Stands on the Rock (Peter) spoke out, 
“Wisdomkeeper, this is a good place to be! 
We should set up three tipis—one for you, 
one for Drawn from the Water (Moses), and 
one for Great Spirit Is Creator (Elijah).” 
 
He said this without thinking because they 
were all afraid and did not know what to say. 
Then, from above, a bright cloud came down 
around them and a voice spoke out from the 
cloud, “This is my Son, my Much Loved One. 
He is the one who speaks for me now. Listen 
to him!” Right then the cloud lifted. They 
looked around to see their ancestors, but they 
were gone, and standing alone before them 
was Creator Sets Free (Jesus). As they walked 
down the mountainside, he instructed them to 
tell no one what they had seen until after the 
True Human Being had come back to life from 
the dead. 
 
FIRST NATIONS TRANSLATION 

 



THE APOSTLES CREED 
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his 
only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

The people are invited to confession. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

May the peace of Christ be always with you.  
And also with you. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 167 “Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here”
  

The collection plates are passed through the congregation during the hymn. Financial gifts support the presence and ministries of St 
John’s including Sunday worship and our many community initiatives. Your support is welcome but not required to participate in the 
life of this community. You may choose to place a gift on the plate or give it to a greeter at the conclusion of the service.  

If you already give financial support to St John’s by other means – such as monthly Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR) or QR Code – you 
are invited to place a small card on the plate (called a “PAR Chit”). PAR Chits are found at back of the church beside the nametags.  

 
DONATIONS 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/28160


THE PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 

Holy God, receive all we offer you this day, and bring us to that radiant glory which we see in the 
transfigured face of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST  

May God be with you.  
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift our hearts to God. 

Let us give thanks to God our creator. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; you have revealed your eternal plan of 
salvation, and have shown your Son Jesus Christ to be the light of all peoples. Therefore with angels 
and archangels we raise our voices in joyful praise to proclaim the glory of your name.  

 

We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love you have made known to us in 
creation; in calling Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all 
in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, 
and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of 
sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, a death he freely accepted, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, “ Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 
we remember his death, 
we proclaim his resurrection, 
we await his coming in glory; 

and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these 
gifts, that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood of the new covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, may be sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit. In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, and bring us to that 



city of light where you dwell with all your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation; by whom, and with 
whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray:  

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Silence is kept. 

We break the bread of life, 
and that life is the light of the world. 
God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life. 

The gifts of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

COMMUNION         O Lux Beatissima   - H. Helvey 
       
All are welcome to come forward to participate in the Eucharist. Please request a gluten-free wafer if required or a 
blessing if desired.  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray.  

Silence is kept.  

Holy God, we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. May we who are partakers of his table 
reflect his life in word and deed, that all the world may know his power to change and save. 
We ask this in his name. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

DOXOLOGY 

Glory to God, 

whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God 
from generation to generation, in the church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 



BLESSING 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 352  Amazing Grace 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE           Praeludium and Fugue in D  - D. Buxtehude 

BURNING THE PALMS  

Please join us outside by the front door for burning of the palms. 

REFRESHMENTS 

BELONG OTTAWA INFORMATION SESSION       
________________________________________________________________________ 

Preacher   Karen McBride 
Presider   The Reverend Canon Gary van der Meer 
Interim Director of Music    Barb Hallam-Price 
Lead Warden       Stephen Giles 
Crucifer        Wendy McCutcheon 
Server        Rebecca Gregg 
Intercessor       Vicki Milnes 
Readers             Luka Erikson, James Myles and Kimberly Johnson 

Cantor        Carolyn Streich 
Communion Assistants      Marilyn Box and Sherrie Dagg 
Sidespeople       Sheila Campbell and Alex Bissett 
Tower Bell       Mary Frances Marshall 
Altar Guild       Vicki Milnes, Barbara Dransch 

Jill Courtemanche and Marilyn Collins 
Childrens Ministries       Margot Cameron 
Audio Tech       Christine Unrau 
Lock up Duty       Jo Cassie 
Hospitality       Gay Richardson               

________________________________________________________________________ 
Liturgy: The Book of Alternative Services c 1985 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada, used with permission. Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (2002) alt. 
Copyright © 2001 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. Music © 2001 Gordon Johnston. Collectif. La Traduction oecuménique de la Bible (TOB), à notes 
essentielles: 1360 (French Edition) (p. 1256). BIBLI'O. Kindle Edition. Mark 9:2-9 – FIRST NATIONS TRANSLATION – 11FEB2024  
Wildman, Terry M.. First Nations Version (pp. 79-80). InterVarsity Press. Kindle Edition. 
 
 

 


