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Welcome and Announcements 
 
Gathering Hymn SB#6 – We Belong to God 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
All   And also with you. 
 
The Collect for Ash Wednesday 
 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, you despise nothing you 
have made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent. 
Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, 
worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 
brokenness, may obtain of you, the God of all mercy, 
perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Old Testament Reading 
 

Reader:  A Reading from the Prophet Joel (Joel 2.1–2, 12–17a) 
 

At the end of the Reading the Reader says, 
 

   The word of the Lord. 
All   Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 103:8-18 
 

Refrain: The Lord remembers that we are but dust. 
 

The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and of 
great kindness. He will not always accuse us, nor will he keep his 
anger for ever. R. 
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Refrain: The Lord remembers that we are but dust. 
 

He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor rewarded us 
according to our wickedness. For as the heavens are high above the 
earth, so is his mercy great upon those who fear him. As far as the 
east is from the west, so far has he removed our sins from us.  

As a father cares for his children, so does the Lord care for those 
who fear him. R. 
 

For he himself knows whereof we are made; he remembers that we 
are but dust. Our days are like the grass; we flourish like a flower of 
the field; when the wind goes over it, it is gone, and its place shall 
know it no more. R. 
 

But the merciful goodness of the Lord endures for ever on those 
who fear him, and his righteousness on children’s children; on 
those who keep his covenant and remember his commandments 
and do them. R. 
 

Gradual Hymn SB#146 – Thy Word 
 

Please remain standing for the Gospel Reading. 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
All   And also with you. 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according  
   to Saint Matthew     (Matthew 6:1-6, 10-21) 

All   Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

At the conclusion of the Gospel, the Celebrant says, 

   The Gospel of Christ. 
All   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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The Sermon  
 

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ, every year at the time of the 
Christian Passover we celebrate our redemption through the death 
and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Lent is a time to prepare 
for this celebration and to renew our life in the paschal mystery. 
We begin this holy season by remembering our need for 
repentance, and for the mercy and forgiveness proclaimed in the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. We begin our journey to Easter with the sign 
of ashes, an ancient sign, speaking of the frailty and uncertainty of 
human life, and marking the penitence of the community as a 
whole. 
I invite you therefore, in the name of the Lord, to observe a holy 
Lent by self-examination, penitence, prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving, and by reading and meditating on the word of God.  
 

Following a moment of silence for reflection, I invite you to stand, as you 
are able, as we sing, 

 

Hymn SB#103 - Create in me a Clean Heart 
 

Litany of Penitence and Imposition of Ashes  
 

Please be seated. 
 

Celebrant Let us pray, 
Almighty God, from the dust of the earth you have created us. 
May these ashes be for us a sign of our mortality and penitence, 
and a reminder that only by your gracious gift are we given eternal 
life; through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
 

 (If you wish to receive the imposition of the ashes, please come 
forward to the Chancel step). 
 

Celebrant Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
All   That we may show forth your glory in the   
   world. 
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Celebrant By the cross and passion of your Son, our Lord, 
All   Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his  
   resurrection. 
 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your  
   sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in  
   all goodness,  and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep  
   you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
  

 
The Peace 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All   And also with you. 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

Offertory Hymn SB# 99 – Jesus, Name Above All Names 
 
The Prayer over the Gifts 
 

Merciful God, turn us from sin to faithfulness. Accept our offering, 
and prepare to celebrate the death and resurrection of Christ our 
Saviour, who is alive and reigns now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Ash Wednesday Eucharistic Prayer 

 
Celebrant May God be with you.  
All   And also with you. 

 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Holy One. 
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Celebrant Let us give thanks to our Loving God. 
All   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  
It is indeed right to thank you and praise you, not as we ought,  
but as we are able. For out the dust you created us and breathed 
your life-giving spirit into our hearts. But when we turned away 
from you in pride and sin, in your tender love you came to us in 
your only Son, Jesus Christ. You exalted him, and gave him the 
name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bend, in heaven and on earth to proclaim God's name.  

 
Holy, holy, Lord God almighty, worthy is the Lamb who 
was slain. Highest praises, honour and glory, be unto your 
name, be unto your name. (Sung twice) 

 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord 
Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  

 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  

 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these 
gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and 
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unending life in him.  Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive 
this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace. 
Lead us by the power of the same Spirit to live as you require: to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with you our God. 
Keep our eyes fixed on Jesus Christ until this mortal life is ended, 
and all that is earthly returns to dust. And at the last day bring us 
with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we 
ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer  

 
As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Celebrant We break this bread,  
All   Communion in Christ’s body once broken. 
Celebrant Let your church be the wheat which bears its fruit in 

dying. 
All   If we have died with him, we shall live with 

     him; if we hold firm, we shall reign with him.  
Celebrant The gifts of God for the people of God. 
All   Thanks be to God.  
 

 
 
 



8 

 

Prayer After Communion 
 
Celebrant: God of compassion, through your Son Jesus Christ 
you reconciled your people to yourself. Following his example of 
prayer and fasting, may we obey you with willing hearts and serve 
one another in holy love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Celebrant Glory to God, 
All   Whose power, working in us, can do infinitely  
   more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to   
   God from generation to generation, in the   
   Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  
   Amen. 
 
The Lenten Blessing 
 

Celebrant May the God of mercy transform you by his grace, and 
   the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and  
   the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you  
   always. Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn SB #13 – Bind Us Together 
 

Dismissal 
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All   Thanks be to God. 


