The Rev. Dr. Francis H. Wade is a graduate of The Citadel and the Virginia
Theological Seminary who has served as an Episcopal priest since 1966.
After serving congregations in his native West Virginia for seventeen years,
he was called as Rector of St. Alban’s Parish adjacent to the Washington
National Cathedral. He served that congregation from 1983 until his
retirement in 2005. His sermons and meditations have been published in a
variety of anthologies. He was a twelve time General Convention Deputy
and twice served as Chaplain to the House of Deputies. After serving on the
Special Commission on the Episcopal Church and the Anglican
Communion, he served as co-chair for the General Convention special
committee focusing on Episcopal — Anglican relations. His book on
marriage, The Art of Being Together, is in its third printing. Church
Publishing Company released his second book, Transforming Scripture, in
2008. His third book, Biblical Fracking: Midrash for the Modern Christian,
was published in 2019. He is an adjunct faculty member at Virginia
Theological Seminary in Alexandria and has taught Pastoral Theology at
both General and Virginia Seminaries. In 2012 he served as Interim Dean of
Washington National Cathedral. In 2013 he received an honorary doctorate
from The Virginia Seminary. He served as Interim Dean of Students at that
seminary in the 2016-2017 academic year. Mary Jane Criss, his wife of fifty-
two years, died in 2015. In 2018 he married Ms. Carter Lee Kelly. He has
two children and five grandchildren.



