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& Sunday, January 28, 2024 at 9:00am 

Fourth Sunday in Epiphany  
 
 
 
 

Greetings and Blessings to you! 
Please know that St. Mary’s Lutheran Church celebrates Holy Communion for ALL! This is Christ’s table and 
His invitation. You do not need to be a Lutheran, or a member of our church to participate. Also, if you wish to 
come up for only a blessing, please tell us when you approach, and we will bless you! If you are unable to 
come up for communion, tell the usher that you would like to receive communion at your seat, and someone 
will bring it to you. And, please respect the beauty of reverence and quiet reflection as we prepare for worship. 
Turn off phones or silence them. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
PRELUDE 
Stand 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, 
☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 

Amen. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and placed us in a well -
watered garden. In the desert, you promised pools of water for the parched, and you gave us water 
from the rock. When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 
At the cross, you washed us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with the 
water of life. 
 
We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all water everywhere. 
 
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy all who thirst, and give us the life only you can give. 
 
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
now and forever. 

Amen. 
GATHERING SONG……………………………..……….…Hymn #886 “Oh for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and continually reveal 
your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, that 
all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Sit 

WORD                                                                                                                            Pew Bible Page  
First Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20                                                                    (pg. 153)  
Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the law for the Israelite community as 
the people wait to enter the promised land. Here Moses assures the people that God will continue to guide them 
through prophets who will proclaim the divine word. 

Word of God, word of life.   
Thanks be to God. 

                                                                                                                                      Pew Bible Page  
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13                                                                  (pg. 930-931) 
Paul is concerned about the way some Corinthian Christians use their freedom in Christ as license to engage in non-
Christian behavior that sets a damaging example to other, impressionable believers. Christians have a responsibility 
to each other that their behavior does not cause another to sin. 

Word of God, word of life.    
Thanks be to God. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, O God, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
You rescued your covenant people, 
led them on all their journeys, 
and taught them by the prophets. 
You so loved the world 
that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed . . . Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
As often as we eat this bread 
and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes. 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

  
Pour out your Holy Spirit 
in this meal, 
and make us one 
in this community of faith 
and with your people 
throughout the world. 
  
Glory and praise to you, O God, 
Author of life, 
Word made flesh, 
Power of the Most High, 
now and forever. 

Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.                                   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
Sit 

COMMUNION 
At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and see.   

Amen. 
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COMMUNION SONG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN……………………………………………….……Hymn # 612 “Healer of Our Every Ill” 
Stand 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. Raise us to life by your 
power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with 
heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with those who are sick, 
homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this 
sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.   Amen. 
BLESSING 
God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, ☩ bless you and 
remain with you always. 

Amen. 
SENDING SONG………………………………………………..Hymn #763 “My Life Flows On in Endless Song”  
DISMISSAL                                                           We are God’s People.      

Followers of Jesus Christ.  
Gifted by the Spirit.     

Go Pray. Go Love. Go Serve.  Thanks be to God. 
POSTLUDE 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000850. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
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INTERIM PASTOR: Pastor Kathy Brown 
SOUND/VIDEO:  Art Kotenko  
ASSISTING MINISTER:  Patricia Mason 
SATURDAY 

PIANO: Laurel Borter 
READER:   Pat Gallo 
COMMUNION  
ASSISTANTS: Tim Somers, Todd Woller 

SUNDAY 
ORGAN/ACCOMPANY: Deb Black 
READER/CHOIR DIRECTOR: Dr. Richard Sjoerdsma 
KIDS CONNECTION: Lara Rader 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS:  Christy Burmeister, 
Kay Manderfeld, Andy Schroeder 
GREETER:  Anne Winkle 


