
Jesus & Money: Taxes & Caesar  
Luke 20:19-26 
January 28, 2024 
Begin with Prayer 
In silence, invite the Holy Spirit to guide you. Then pray: 
Empowering God, we pray that you will send your Holy Spirit 
to move us to understanding; to help us to believe the gospel; to give us strength and wisdom to live 
by it. Amen.(Worship Sourcebook Q.3.5.8) 

Reconnecting and Debriefing 
Take a moment to check in with one another (2 minutes each). 
1. Finish this sentence: “One thing that you should know about me is _____________.”  For example, “My 

hearing isn’t very good” or “I love discussions and can get carried away!” or “I am more of a listener than a 
talker, but still appreciate it when people ask me questions.” 

2. Why does talking about money feel so personal?   
 

Introduction 
When we gather, our goal is to be a people apprenticed to the life of Jesus. As you begin this week, remind 
your group that we want to hear from everyone in the group! As you meet, try to manage your time in a 
way that allows everyone to share, especially giving people who haven’t spoken an opportunity to share. 

 

Listening to God’s Word 
The old joke says, “The only two constants in life are death and taxes.” In Jesus’ day, taxes were also 
expected of people, and to an even greater extent than today. When questioned about paying taxes 
by religious leaders, Jesus uses the opportunity to call his apprentices to a life of worship, releasing 
the love of money and embracing an all-of-life posture of worship. This week’s passage will help us 
consider how our finances are stewarded to build God’s kingdom, and steer us towards a posture of 
worship that includes our finances. 
 
 

Small Group Discussion 
Read Luke 20:19-26. Then discuss together: 
• What is your first thought when you read through this passage? 
• Why were the religious leaders seeking to have Jesus arrested? Why were they so threatened by him? 

 
Jesus found himself in a sticky situation!  Paying the tax implied support for Caesar, a pagan ruler, and 
Rome, which was occupying Israel at the time.  However, Rome valued two things very highly: peace 
and taxes.  To say that people should not pay tax would have caused Jesus to be arrested for breaking 
the law.  In short, the question set Jesus up to choose between blasphemy and treason. 

 
• Jesus navigated the situation beautifully by declaring that people give Caesar’s things to Caesar and 

God’s things to God.  Have you ever felt yourself in a “no-win” situation, whether with finances or a 
different area?  How did you navigate it? 



• This week’s sermon identified three ways that we use our money: spending, saving, and giving. While 
none of these are inherently bad, we are meant to do each of these wisely and in ways that reflect 
apprenticeship to Jesus. Which of these three areas in your life do you feel you do well? 

• Which of these three areas in your life do you struggle to do well? 
• Jesus says to “Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s,” acknowledging there is 

more than money that we give to God. What can we offer to God that money cannot give? 
Read Matthew 6:19-24. Then discuss together: 
• How do you distinguish between ways that money is used for treasures on earth versus treasures in 

heaven? 
• While spending money on ourselves is a necessity of life and is not inherently wrong, overspending or 

only spending on ourselves can miss the mark as apprentices. Are there areas of personal spending in 
your life that seem excessive?  

• What is one way that you can use your money this week in an act of worship? While this could look like 
giving to the church or a charitable organization, are there other ways that you can use your money 
that honors God and builds his kingdom? 

o Note: This does not necessarily have to entail giving more. In situations where people do 
not have the financial means to give more, how can the use of your money take on a 
posture of worship? 

• How do you sense the Holy Spirit calling you to respond to or act on what we have read and 
discussed?  

 

Practice – Sacrifice & Worship 
Often when we think of practices, we think of activities that are distinctly “spiritual” – prayer, 
worship, reading the Bible, etc. However, practices are meant to bring God’s kingdom into our 
everyday, mundane lives. This is especially true in thinking about our finances. 

In reflection and prayer, take a few minutes to think of the ways you spend money on yourself. Select 
one item that you want to consider not spending on for a time or spending it differently in a way that 
reflects Jesus. It could be as small as not buying a coffee one day a week, canceling a Netflix 
subscription, or buying ethically made clothing rather than unethically made clothing; it could be as 
big as selling a vehicle that isn’t needed; or it could be anywhere in between. Consider what would be 
different in your life if you made this change, particularly the money and time saved. Then think of 
how you will use that time and/or money in a worshipful posture, whether that is donating the money 
you saved, praying during times you would have spent on the activity, etc. 

As you are comfortable, share with the group what you want to abstain from and how you will redirect 
it towards worship. How will you start doing that this week? 
 

Caring for One Another  
• Suggest a prayer request that is related to the topic we’ve discussed. 
• Do you or your family have a need that the Life Group can help meet? 

Using the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13) as a guide, based on what you’ve shared together, spend time 
listening to God and praying for one another. 


