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January 28, 2024, at 9:30 am 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Come Experience God’s Unlimited Grace, in a Most Welcoming Place  

http://www.felcdecatur.org/
mailto:felc_decatur@outlook.com
https://felcdecatur.org/live


WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    

 

PRELUDE 

 

GATHERING 

                   

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

creator of darkness and light, 

word of truth, 

wind sweeping over the waters. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God, our rock and refuge, 
 

we pour out our hearts before you. 

We have known you but have not always loved you. 

We have wounded one another 

and sinned against you. 
 

We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit 

dwelling in each of us. 

Remember your covenant. 

Renew your creation. 

Restore us, 

that we might proclaim your good news to all. 

Amen. 

 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. 

God has spoken: 

The time of grace is now. 

In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. 

By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

your sins are forgiven. 

You are God’s beloved. 

Amen. 

 

*GATHERING SONG “Rise, Shine, You People” ELW #665 

 

GREETING ELW p. 138 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also, with you. 



*HYMN OF PRAISE “Glory to God”  ELW p. 139-140   

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray, 

Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and 

continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak 

truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

 

FIRST READING:                DEUTERONOMY 18:15-20 

Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the law for the 

Israelite community as the people wait to enter the promised land. Here Moses assures the 

people that God will continue to guide them through prophets who will proclaim the divine 

word. 

 

[Moses said:] 15The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your 

own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you requested of the LORD your God 

at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my God 

any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” 17Then the LORD replied to me: “They are 

right in what they have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own 

people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything 

that I command. 19Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my 

name, I myself will hold accountable. 20But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, 

or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to 

speak—that prophet shall die.” 

 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM                         PSALM 111 

  

  1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with | my whole heart, 

  in the assembly of the upright, in the | congregation. 

 2Great are your | works, O LORD, 

  pondered by all who de- | light in them. 

 3Majesty and splendor | mark your deeds, 

  and your righteousness en- | dures forever. 

 4You cause your wonders to | be remembered; 

  you are gracious and full | of compassion.  

 5You give food to | those who fear you, 

  remembering forev- | er your covenant. 



 6You have shown your people the power | of your works 

  in giving them the lands | of the nations. 

 7The works of your hands are faithful- | ness and justice; 

  all of your pre- | cepts are sure. 

 8They stand fast forev- | er and ever, 

  because they are done in | truth and equity.  

 9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your cove- | nant forever; 

  holy and awesome | is your name. 

 10The fear of the LORD is the begin- | ning of wisdom; 

  all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise en- | dures forever.  

 

SECOND READING:                  1 CORINTHIANS 8:1-13 

Paul is concerned about the way some Corinthian Christians use their freedom in Christ as 

license to engage in non-Christian behavior that sets a damaging example to other, 

impressionable believers. Christians have a responsibility to each other that their behavior 

does not cause another to sin. 

 
1Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” 

Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does not yet 

have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him. 

 4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really 

exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in 

heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—6yet for us there is one 

God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 

 7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so 

accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; 

and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no 

worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that this liberty of yours 

does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if others see you, who possess 

knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be 

encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 11So by your knowledge those weak 

believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. 12But when you thus sin against members of your 

family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food 

is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall. 

 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.   

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (sung)  ELW p. 142 
 

The holy gospel according to Mark, the 1st chapter     

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 



*GOSPEL READING:                   MARK 1:21-28 

Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a man, yet they recognize Jesus 

and know what his power means for them. Jesus commands these forces to leave and people are 

amazed at his authority. 
 

21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the 

synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having 

authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean 

spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to 

destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be 

silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud 

voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is 

this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey 

him.” 28At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.               Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  

 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY “There Is a Balm in Gilead” ELW #614 

 

APOSTLES CREED                    ELW p. 105 

 
 



*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the church, 

the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

 

A:  Loving God, we pray that your example of teaching with confidence and authority builds 

up your church in love. May all church leaders and teachers honor your instruction and model 

your inclusive ways. 

God of grace,  receive our prayer. 

 

A:  Renewing God, we pray for all of creation, that waterways flow clean and clear, natural 

spaces are protected, and our planet is healed. Let us commit to thoughtful care of the earth. 

God of grace,  receive our prayer. 

 

A:  Justice-seeking God, we pray for those in government and community leadership, that they 

lead with honor and mindfulness. May they remember their covenants and be upright in their 

ways.  

God of grace,  receive our prayer. 

 

A:  Compassionate God, we pray for all in need, especially those who have known rejection, 

any who struggle with long-term illness or chronic pain, those without access to safe housing or 

health care, and any who suffer. We lift to you Matt and Family, Whitley, friends & family of 

Tom, Mary Ellen & Tom, Debra, Jan, Barbara, Doris, Braden, Sandy, family of Ryan, Hailey, 

Rick, Patty & Ken, Marie, Anna, and those others we name in our hearts (pause)… 

God of grace,  receive our prayer. 

 

A:  Still-speaking God, we pray for our congregation, for its artists and musicians, for its 

educators and caregivers, that all gifts are used to care for those in need and to live out your 

example of accompaniment, gospel witness, and love.  

God of grace,  receive our prayer. 

 

A:  God of guidance, please lead Holy Cross Lutheran Church in search of a new minister and 

grant it’s leadership faith, wisdom and unity throughout the process.  

God of grace,  receive our prayer. 

 

A:  Eternal God, we remember all who have been teachers, mentors, and companions in the 

church and in our lives. We trust that all who have died rest in your loving care.  We especially 

remember Dorothy Burgener who passed away on Tuesday, January 23rd. 

God of grace,  receive our prayer. 

 

P:  Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of 

our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

* PEACE 



 

MEAL 

OFFERING   

(We thank you for your time, talent, and money toward ministry at FELC and beyond. Please 

place your money donation in the offering basket at the back of church, or on-line, or by mail.) 

 

OFFERING PRAYER       

Let us pray, 

Blessed are you, Holy One, 

for all good things come from you. 

In bread and cup you open heaven to us. 

Meet us at this table, 

that we receive what we seek 

and follow your Son, Jesus, 

in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW p. 144 

The Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.   

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 

In the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son, 

And in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels,  

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY ELW p. 144 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                               ELW p. 145 (right side) 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. 

Come and see. 



 

At each worship service FELC celebrates communion around the altar rail using non-alcoholic 

sacramental wine so that all present may receive God’s Grace in this sacrament. If anyone is 

unable to come to the altar, the Pastor and assistants will bring the sacrament to you. (If 

possible, please alert the Pastor or Assistant prior to Worship service if you want communion at 

your seat). You are also welcome to pick up a disposable chalice containing wine or juice at the 

back of the church. If you are taking communion at the rail and feel less steady on your feet, 

feel free to come to the front of the communion rail rather than walking around toward the 

back. 

 

COMMUNION “Lamb of God” ELW p. 146 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray,  

Giver of every gift, 

Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. 
 

Raise us to life by your power 

for the benefit of all and to your glory, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

 

*BLESSING 

God who names you, 

Christ who claims you, 

and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, 

☩ bless you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

*SENDING SONG “Jesus Shall Reign” ELW #434 

 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*POSTLUDE 

  
Liturgy from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006. All Rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress 
 

Lectionary - Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. 
Permission is granted for congregations to reproduce copies for local use only and this copyright notice appears. 

 
All reprints used by permission© John Ylvisaker, Box 321, Waverly, IA  50677 
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Participants 

Presiding and Preaching Pastor Rita Augsburger 

Assisting Minister Janice Isaacs  

Coordinator of Music and Technology/Organist/Handbells Rick Strine 

Choir Director Sarah Boline 

Technical Director Jeremy Hahn 

Audio/Visual Audio/Visual Team 

Bell Ringer Bill Fitzgerrel 

Greeters Gary & Nora Beck  

Check-In Donna Donahue & Jean Mikels  

Communion Aide Jane Cade 

Money Counters Judy & Bob Carney and Mike Corley  

Acolyte Emily Hahn 

Flowers Donated by Svendsen’s Florist 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

Matt Andrews and Family, Whitley Blankenship, friends & family of Tom Brennan,  

Family of Dorothy Burgener, Mary Ellen & Tom Burns, Dale Howard,  

Debra Jones, Jan Lawson, Barbara Lemen, Ethan N., Doris Oliver, Braden Paulson,  

Sandy Pawsey, family of Ryan Snyder, Hailey Stark, Rick Strine, Patty & Ken Tague,  

Marie Van Cura (Pr. Rita’s niece) 
 

If you’d like to add someone to the Prayer Request list, please contact Kay at the office. 

Prayer requests remain on the list for 3 weeks and can be extended longer at your request. 

 

  



 

Welcome to all of you here and to those participating on-line 

 

Announcements 
 

1. The Annual Congregation Meeting is after Worship Service today.  

2. Today is the FELC Youth “Souper Bowl” Sunday food drive/fundraiser for AMELCA. 

Please see the blue flier that was handed out with your bulletin this morning. 

3. The next Grief Group meeting is Monday January 29th from 11:00am-12:30pm. 

4. Council Members will be installed on Sunday, February 4th. 

5. The AMELCA Team served 69 clients on Wednesday, January 24th. 

6. The Laity Listening Session for church members of Central/Southern Illinois Synod will 

be February 5th at 6:00pm. This session will give you an opportunity to share your 

experiences with the Church in all three expressions (congregations, synods, churchwide) 

– both your struggles and your joys, as well as the places you have experienced the 

movement of the Holy Spirit, and your hopes for the church in the future. The zoom link: 

https://wartburgseminary.zoom.us/j/7221406601?pwd=bOJtkH8pbsbDW04JHqSnc

vkSNk7AWp.1 

7. February 8th Meet, Eat and Greet (MEG) sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.  Nancy 

Salesfski & Marilyn Oftedal are making soup & sliders for lunch.  Please sign-up to 

bring a side or dessert. 

8. Altar Guild Meeting/Luncheon has been cancelled.  Carol will advise when the meeting 

is rescheduled. 

9. And before you know it, Lent will be here.  Ash Wednesday is February 14th.  We will 

have Worship Services at 12:15pm and at 6:00pm.  

10.  Please do not turn off any of the thermostats in the Narthex area.  Contact Mike 

Reynolds if you feel an adjustment is necessary.   

 

Let us Prepare our Hearts and Minds for Worship 
 

https://wartburgseminary.zoom.us/j/7221406601?pwd=bOJtkH8pbsbDW04JHqSncvkSNk7AWp.1
https://wartburgseminary.zoom.us/j/7221406601?pwd=bOJtkH8pbsbDW04JHqSncvkSNk7AWp.1


UPCOMING DATES TO MARK ON YOUR CALENDAR 

  

 

 

 

MEET, EAT & GREET 
(MEG) 

 

 

 

 

                    

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming MEG Luncheons 

Second Thursdays at Noon 

*Feb. 8      *July 11 

*Mar. 14     *Aug. 8 

*Apr. 11    *Sept. 12 

*May 9    *Oct. 10 

*June 6      *Nov. 14 

 

THE GRIEF GROUP meets on Mondays from 

11:00am-12:30pm in the lounge on the following dates: 

• Jan 29 

• Feb 12, 26 

• Mar 11, 25 

• April 8, 22 
 

 

ART WORKSHOP CLASSES will be in the fellowship 

hall from 1:00pm-2:30pm the 
3rd Thursday each month: 
*February 15 
*March 21  
*April 18 
*May 16 
Please contact the office or Pastor Rita to sign up. 

Please mark February 14, 2024 on your 
calendar to attend Ash Wednesday 
Worship Services at 12:15pm and 6:00pm. 

 

Souper Bowl for AMELCA 
FELC Youth will be sponsoring a “Souper Bowl” food 
drive/fundraiser to help support our AMELCA Food Pantry.  
There will be tubs in the narthex starting Sunday, January 
28th for your donations.  Beginning on Sunday, February 4th, 
we will also have “Soup Mixes in a Jar” available for 
purchase.  If you have supported our “Cookies in a Jar” 
fundraiser and have an extra jar at home, please consider 
returning it and we will reuse it for this current fundraiser.  As 
always we appreciate your support. – Peg Allgeier 



 

 

 

 

 

 The Altar Guild meeting has been cancelled.  Carol 

Tyler will advise when the meeting will be 

rescheduled. 

 

• Ash Wednesday - February 14 - 12:15pm & 6:00pm 
· Mid-Week Lenten Study Wednesdays 12:15pm - 1:15pm 

• February 21 & 28 

• March 6, 13 & 20 
· Palm Sunday - March 24 - 9:30am 
· Maundy Thursday - March 28 - 6:00pm 
· Good Friday - March 29 - 6:00pm 
· Easter - March 31 - 9:30am 

 

 

I invite you to pause and pay attention to what is in your heart today.  

May the following questions be food for your thoughts this week. 

 

1) What does it mean to you that the kingdom of God has come 

near? 

 

2) How are you pausing and paying attention to the Holy Spirit’s 

movement in your life? 

 

3) What voice of truth do you listen to? 

 

4) What does it mean for you and your life that you are freed in 

Christ and enabled to live into the fullness of God life? 

 


