No cash or checkbook? No problem.
You can donate through Venmo
or on our website at:
messiahlutheranmqt.org/give

If you wish to designate your
donation to a specific fund, please be
sure to do so. Any undesignated
donations automatically go to our
general fund which supports the
entirety of our ministry.

Thank you for your generosity!
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Welcome to
Messiah

We are a community

of grace where we
live out Jesus' com-
mandment to love
God with our whole
heart and to love
our neighbors as
ourselves. We also
seek to be a wel-
coming community
for all people. This
includes people of
every race, ability,
sexual orientation
and gender identity,
ethnic background,
economic grouping,
religious affiliation,
and political persua-
sion. We do this
simply because God
created all people in
God's own image
and Christ Jesus
came so all people
might have abun-
dant life. We may
not always be per-
fect, but this is our
intention--all are
welcomel!

RECONCILING IN CHRIST SUNDAY

January 28, 2024
10:30 am
Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church

PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please stand as you are comfortable in body or in spirit.

GATHERING HYMN #641 “All Are Welcome”
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1 Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safe - ly

2 Let us build a house where proph-ets speak, and words are strong and
3 Let us build a house where love is found in wa - ter, wine and
4 Let us build a house where hands will reach be - yond the wood and
5 Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and vi - sions
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hearts learn  to for - give. Built of hopes and dreams and
dream God’s reign a - new. Here the cross shall stand as
peace and jus - tice meet. Here the love of God, through
live the  Word they’ve known. Here the out - cast and  the
words with - in the Word. Built of tears and cries and
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wit - ness and as sym - bol of God’s grace; here as one we
Je - sus, is re-vealed in time and space; as we share in
strang -er bear the im - age of God’s face; let us bring an
laugh-ter, prayers of faith and songs of  grace, let this house pro-
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The presiding
minister will
read the sec-
tions in plain,
you are invit-
ed to read the

bold sections

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 11

God of boundless compassion, Help us to admit that we have been wrong. Give us
the word the world cannot. Tell us again that you believe in us so we can love our-
selves as you do. Amen.

We proclaim publicly for the ways we have rejected God’s love and God’s image of
us.

For historical acts of injustice and oppression perpetuated against communities in
this abundant land of the First Nations,

Forgive us, merciful God.

For the times we have failed to recognize racism and bigotry in ourselves, in our
church, and in our society, and the times we have failed to take action,

Forgive us, God of justice.

For complicity in systems of privilege and power over those whose skin color, cul-
ture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or creed differ in some
way, even today,

Forgive us, compassionate God.

Grant us patience to endure periods without action, persistence in resisting the evil
of oppression, and faithfulness in working toward racial and social justice among
your people, in the church, and in the world.

We beseech you, God of hope.

Siblings in Christ,

the truth is that God loves you deeply and without end.

This forgiveness is a gift; we don’t do this on our own.

We are bound to the Holy Spirit,

who accompanies us on this journey of reconciliation in Christ.
Know and believe you are forgiven.

Know and trust that God is with you as you adjust and make amends,
As you now know what you did not know before

And that you have been made whole in the name of the Creator,

and of the Redeemer, *F and the Sanctifier,
Amen.

POSTLUDE
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SENDING Please be FIRST READING Amos 5:21-24
seated . .
Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. I despise and reject your feasts!
Thanks be to God. I am not appeased by your solemn assemblies!.




When you offer me burnt offerings,

I reject your oblations,

and refuse to look at your sacrifices of fattened cattle!
Spare me the racket of your chanting]

Relieve me of the strumming of your harps!

Instead, let justice flow like a river,

and righteousness flow like an unfailing stream.

Wortd of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.”
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does
not yet have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him.

“Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world
really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” *Indeed, even though there may be
so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many
lords—>©yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for
whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through
whom we exist.

It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so
accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to
an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 3“Food will not bring us close to
God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care
that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the
weak. 10For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol,
might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating
food sacrificed to idols? 1'So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ
died are destroyed. 1?But when you thus sin against members of your family, and
wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food is

a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to
fall.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Please be
seated
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... you created life out of the void.
We thank you for the gift of creation.
... you lead your people from oppression into liberation.
We thank you for your gift of liberation.
... and guide us to your faithfulness in your promises.
We thank you for your promise to love.
... you made us whole through Jesus Christ.
We thank you for the gift of Christ.
.. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now

and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION HYMNS

“Lamb of God”
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GRANT  THAT  WITH THIS BREAD  AND  WINE NE KNOW Your PEACE.



Please be
seated

Please stand
as you are
comfortable
in body or
spirit

We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident that you will turn to us and
be gracious to us as you always do to those who love your name. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

SPECIAL MUSIC “We Are the Church Alive”

OFFERING PRAYER

For the gift of unconditional love, we give thanks. For the way in which these
offerings will become gifts of love embodied, we give thanks. For the gift of
this community bound and working together, we give thanks. Amen.

THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,...

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Please stand
as you are
comfortable
in body or
spirit

Please be
seated

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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0-PEN OUR HEARTS. Loro, You HAVE WORDS THAT WILL- LAST AL~ WAVS.
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0 - PEN-QUR  HEARTS, HELP US TO  LEARN _

GOSPEL

AND GUIDE  US THROUGH OUR DAYS.

Mark 1:21-28
Glory to You, O Lord.

21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered
the synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as
one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a
man with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.”
25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean
spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all
amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with
authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28 At once his
fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY “For Everyone Born”
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For ev - ery - one - born a place at the ta - ble
For wom -an and man a place at the ta - ble
For yound and for old a place at the ta - ble
For queer and for straight a place at the ta - ble
For ev - ery - one bom a place at the ta - ble

for ev - ery-one bom clean wa - ter and bread
re - vis - ing the roles de - sid - ing the share
a voice to be heard a part in the song
a cov - ¢ - nantshared a wel - com - ing space,
to live with-out fear and sim - ply to be



Please
stand as
you are
able.
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for wom-an and man a sys - temthat's fair
for youngand for old the right to be - long
for queer and for straight a cha - ice of grace
for ev-ery-one born the right to be free
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Let us profess our faith:

We believe in one God, the Architect and Guardian,
who, in the beginning, breathed life into the void,
sprouting all that is seen and unseen.

We believe in Jesus Christ

that in order to reconcile the cosmos,

this God sent a piece of God’s own self

to be born human as kin to us all.

And who, at the hands of political tyranny, was killed.

He rose again to new life in love to return the world to God.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
who is one with the Creator and Savior.
She is our guide and wisdom.

She pours her spirit into apostles, prophets, teachers, heal-
ers, and listeners. We believe in the uniting of all Christians

into the one body of Christ,
And we believe in our return to God at the end. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Before we pray, if you’re able, I invite you to close your eyes and your hands to matke a tight fist.
While you continue making or imagining this fist, we contemplate what we need to let go of to et

Justice roll down, to let justice prevail in our lives, church, and world. I invite you to think about

those you find difficult to love as children of God—perbaps even yourself.

God, we hold on to inherited prejudices that shadow our beliefs, to particular traits
in others that rub us the wrong way, keeping compassion from softening

our hearts, and those who have wronged or kept us from believing in God's over-
flowing grace. Now, slowly open your hands, letting go of the tension, and imagine that cool water
15 flowing into and over them. In this moment, we open the doors of our lives to the call
of our Creator, the God of all people, who invites us to become more than we can
ask or imagine. God of inclusion, Hear our prayer.

We give thanks for pastors, deacons, bishops, and church leaders who do their best to
live out the loving and welcoming community in Jesus Christ. May they be bold in
their call to radical hospitality, inclusion, and the work of justice of all God’s diversi-
ty, and may we do our diligence in calling them to deeper and more meaningful jus-
tice they might not see. We give thanks for ReconcilingWorks’ 50 years of ministry
and all the Reconciling in Christ partners. May their ministry with their members,
communities, and the larger Church be a mighty force of justice rolling down like an
ever-flowing stream. God of inclusion, Hear our prayer.

We give thanks for our lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex, non-binary, pan-
sexual, queer/questioning, asexual, Black, Brown, Indigenous, People of Color in
Christ, and the gifts they are to our church and society. May our churches be bold
and prophetic in the ways we live out our welcome, inclusion, celebration, and advo-
cacy with and for our siblings. May all know that in their truest, fullest most authen-
tic selves, they are perfectly formed and perfectly loved as God created them to

be. God of inclusion, Hear our prayer.

We remember and pray for those suffering discrimination, fear, and violence at the
hands of oppressive regimes; may systems of such oppression be dismantled and new
systems be built where all of God’s Beloved are treated with dignity and respect. We
remember and pray for those whose lives have been lost to violence and hate; may we
be peacemakers through our words, actions, and advocacy. God of inclusion, Hear
our prayer.



