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We all have different kinds of books. &/~ N # A A [F] F 50 1 jBl 25

Here are some | possess: a guide to Paris, a recipe book, a car repair manual. The Paris guide helped

my family plan a trip to Paris.
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The recipe book has helped Catherine cook Chinese and Japanese dishes (I don’t cook — if | cook,

people suffer).

il B LR O P R LA (R MR — I R, A M)

The repair manual helped me change the brake and steering systems on my first car.
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But the Paris guidebook came alive when | ascended the Eiffel Tower.
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The recipe book meant most when | first tasted sweet and sour pork.
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The repair book brought fulfilment when | sped on the highway, the wind rushing through my hair

(yes, the book is old!).
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These books come to life when they are “lived” 8 Y5/ [HIE H | AIRH%E A SB21SBIAR A0 A

Here’s something else: when we reach for a book to read, it’s not normally a guide book, a recipe

book, or a car repair manual (or a dictionary, a phone directory, a marketing advert, or cellphone

instructions).
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We want a book that tells a story — a story touches our lives, engages our minds, and opens our eyes

to something beyond us.
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Books that give information are great, but books that transform our lives are amazing.

Sept & A E R, (H SRR AT & B E

We're looking at basic Christian truths — foundations for our lives.
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Last week, we saw how early church leaders expressed the glory of the single greatest truth ever:

Jesus is fully God and fully human.
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Today, we think about the Scriptures — the Bible. 2K, FAM ik — 5 a4 2 4 )56 5 — BE 4L

As we go through these magnificent truths, | confess | feel a bit like a mosquito at a sandy beach full
of tourists sunning themselves: the task is huge.
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We cannot cover everything. There’s so much more we can say, but we can only scratch the surface.
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This shouldn’t surprise us? Of all the disciplines, theology seeks to understand the eternal, infinite
God. i& #HE A ERZE KB G ? AR T, MBS ORI KR . SRR 57
Our knowledge, however great, can never “plumb the depths of divinity”.
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So, where should we begin today? A B, 4>k FAM EZ A AR A 4R e 2

Remember those books: how books come to life when they are “lived”, how books that transform
our lives are best.
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The Bible is like this —and so much more. Listen to Jesus’ words in Luke 24.
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He tells us something that’s so important. % 5FFAM — e k5 BHE ) FHI1E

Luke 24:27 says, “And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was
said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.”
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Do you see it? Jesus says Scripture points to him. /R& 2| | 15?2 HE KRR 28 4845 7] 1l

This is hugely important — Scripture is lived when it’s lived by following what Scripture says about
Jesus.
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We can study Scripture, we can analyze Scripture, we can discuss Scripture, but fundamentally,
study, analysis, and discussion miss the point if they do not lead us closer to Jesus.
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This is exactly what Scripture itself says. 12 1F /& 22 &8 A & BT #UE1] o

In John 20:30-31, John says he wrote about Jesus that we may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the
Son of God, and that by believing we may have life in his name.
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Paul says the same: the Holy Scriptures “are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in
Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 3:15) and “useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2
Timothy 3:16-17).
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Scripture is given to point us to Jesus Christ and to equip us for godly discipleship. This is the Bible’s
purpose. B2 AL EATIAM 5| [ HRAREL RS, WM IR B ARUR I FIRE. 18R BRI H .

The Bible is not a scientific textbook, it’s more than a study of human psychology, it’s not merely
insight into ancient history, it’s not just a book of good morals, it’s greater than a map of life, it’s
more than a source of comfort to prepare us for “the afterlife”.
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The Bible is the revelation of God’s love in the person of Jesus Christ so that we might believe in him
as he truly is and serve him now and forever.
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The Bible’s purpose is to lead us to and equip us to follow Jesus Christ.
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How does the Bible do this? First, the Bible is unique. There is no other book like it. It is the Word of
God.
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Psalm 119, the longest psalm in the Bible, is a celebration of Scripture.
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It repeatedly refers to Scripture as God’s Word. “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my
path,” says verse 105.
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To say the Bible is God’s Word means the Bible is authored by God.
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2 Timothy 3:16 says “All Scripture is God-breathed.”$& B K1% &5 3:16 7. ZEAA 2 M TR R

2 Peter 1:21 says the human writers of Scripture “spoke from God as they were carried along by the
Holy Spirit.” /318 3% 1: 21 5t (EEAL)Y WASER T2 NpB S kaEEn . MvEssRk. |
These tell us several important points. The Bible carries God’s authority.
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If you want to know what God thinks, read the Bible. {15 /R AE K08t ) AEVE, E5PIREEEAL,

But even more amazing, if you want to know who God is and what he is like, read the Bible.
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Yes, creation displays the wonders of God, but only the Scriptures tell us who God is.
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Put the other way round, without the Bible, we’d only know God through creation.
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What else does the inspiration of Scripture tell us? (E24L) KB I B ffFFRAMA I 2
It tells us that what God intended Scripture to do is what it achieves.
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It leads us to salvation in Christ. ‘& 5 S FAM7E 3B BAG KL
Scholars call this the infallibility of the Bible. £ "/ /& B2 48 ) ISR 14
The fact that millions of people over 2,000 years have come to faith in Jesus demonstrates the
infallibility of the Bible.
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When | came to faith in Jesus, over 42 years ago, | become living proof that God saves, as the Bible
tells us.
B ARAE 42 TR S ARARIRS, JRAUR T e PR IE A AR BRE IR, R D BRAS R R ERAM B R AR
The infallibility of Scripture also means what scholars call the sufficiency of Scripture.
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The sufficiency of Scripture does not mean that the Bible will tell us everything we can know about
everything.
(B Wefithle ARk (BRES) & & R BRI — U1 3RAM P BE FITE 1Y 6
It’s not going to tell you how to change a car tire. ‘& ANE &5 SR VR Q0] 58 $R7K BLER G .
Instead, sufficiency of Scripture reminds us that what Scripture tells us about how to know Christ
and how to follow him are all we need to know. We can rely upon Scripture!
M, CEEAE) Wi thiREEEAM, B F 3P B 75 22 12 an e 5 s B DA S anfy pR P At . B2
KRB AT AR EE A !
Inspiration also means that what Scripture says is trustworthy.
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Scholars call this biblical inerrancy. 23 {1 ## 18 A BE &1 SRR T
It means the Bible is without error. Inerrancy is understood in two ways.
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First, what God has revealed about himself in the Bible is exactly as God is.
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Isaiah 45:6 says, “l am the Lord, and there is no other.”
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So, this is absolute truth about God. FITPA, 18 /& B AP R 48 5 53,
It’s the same as we learned last week: we cannot explain how the Incarnation happened, but we can
be certain that the Incarnation is exactly what the Bible says it is: Jesus is one person, in two natures.
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The Word was with God and the Word was God; the Word became flesh.



T B[R] LE, TE A E R T R

The same is true about the Trinity. =7 —#& -t 2ttt

Scripture reveals God as one and three. 24 ORI /& =07 —fl,

When we see God in glory, it’s not as if we'll say, “Oh, that’s not what we were told!”
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The Trinity is who God is, as we’ll explore next week. =/ —#& i &, FAM T IR & &8R-
The second way to think of inerrancy is how we understand the accuracy of Scripture.
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Our God is perfect, holy, pure, loving, just, and true.
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Deuteronomy 32:4 says, “He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful
God who does no wrong, upright and just is he.”
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The Bible is his Word; it will be without error. B2 &8l ({158 & AN & 45 S 5%

Discoveries continue to confirm the Bible’s accuracy. ANET 4 357 1) 5% B 4 48 75 5 B2 48 (1 YRR 1
So the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947 gave us confirmation about so much of the Old
Testament. 1947 50 G SR A NMTEE T SR Z NE .

But inerrancy does not mean we are free to ignore wise interpretation.
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One mistake some Christians make is they think inerrancy means the human authors of the Bible
were just a “voice-to-text” app on God’s phone — as if the Bible was “dropped from the sky” and
Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Matthew, Peter, Paul were just dictation secretaries.
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This is how Muslim’s understand how the Koran was given.ig st /& R kS CHRIAS) AOFRME .
But it’s not how the Bible was authored. 1H B2 &8 A& 1B AR B Al

The Bible is God’s authored Word expressed in the languages, style, contexts, history,
understanding, and personality of each human author.
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So how Matthew organizes his Gospel is different from how Mark or Luke or John organize theirs.
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A good principle is this: interpret the Bible following carefully what the human authors intended
their words to mean when they wrote them. Start there and we’ll do well.
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We must be careful when we say we follow a literal interpretation of the Bible.
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Isaiah 40:31 says those who hope in the Lord will “soar on wings like eagles”.

DAEni & 40: 3150, M FMANE [E—kREE b .

I’ve never seen anyone sprout eagle wings and take to the sky.
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Leviticus 11:20-23 speaks of “Flying insects that walk on all fours”. Insects have six legs.
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Genesis 41:57 says “all the world” came to Egypt to buy grain during the famine.
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Does this mean that all inhabitants of the earth were in Egypt at the same time?
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We don’t read these literally. Instead, let’s remember that the 66 books in the Bible include history,
poetry, laws, hymns, liturgy, allegory, metaphor, hyperbole, eye-witness account, personal
reflection, wise sayings, letters, visions, stories, and prophecy.
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Just as we don’t expect a Taylor Swift song to give instructions on plumbing, so when we read our
Bible’s, let’s always ask, “What kind of literature is this passage | am reading?” This will help us apply
Scripture wisely.
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Another point naturally follows: God chose to communicate with us in history.
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Events like the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus are historical.
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This means God let’s us investigate the events in the Bible.JE & b 2 fHRE F M 85 2 B2 &8 P [ F 44
He’s OK with us researching archeology, tracing the development of the copying of ancient
manuscripts, searching for evidence, and pursuing scholarly study of biblical cultures and languages.
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Christianity is the only faith where such investigation occurs on such a huge scale because
Christianity is the only faith that declares God has come to us.
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But this is good — it means our faith isn’t “blind faith”, it has historical truth.
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We can, for example, demonstrate that Luke is a most careful historian, recording names, events,
locations, and customs with astonishing accuracy.
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We can, for example, analyze the copying of ancient biblical texts — the number of which, especially
for the New Testament, is so great and so widely spread across the ancient world that the accuracy
of our modern translations is beyond dispute (and where there are differences, generally they are
very minor, the result of the copying process).
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For example, the resurrection of Jesus as it is described in the Gospel makes the most sense of all
the evidence. 01, A& & H I iA I ERERARIE & A s th i A 1.

Don’t be afraid of such investigation — the Bible will stand the test!
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Allow me to make two more comments before we conclude. 7E45 R 2 |, =5 IR R EL .
Why these 66 books? There were many others written by Jews in Old Testament times and
Christians in New Testament times.
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T#HZHERE.

By the time of Jesus, the 39 books of our Old Testament were accepted as inspired by God, as
Scripture. 2| T HRERIFIIRHAY, 39 B8 AIEF B HR A2 M EUR I EEAL,

We don’t know the process behind this selection, but Jesus and the apostles acknowledged these 39
books as Scripture. ZAMANKITEIE [ 112 AR, (HERERAIAEE AR 39 BE £ AL,

It means, for example, that other books, like the Apocrypha (a collection of documents considered
Scripture by the Roman Catholic Church), were never accepted by the early church —Jesus and the
apostles never quote them.
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And what about the 27 books of the New Testament? A EEHT 41K 27 L& g ?

By the fourth century AD, the New Testament as we have it was recognized as Scripture.
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Three criteria were used. First, was the book written by one of the first apostles or can it be traced
to an apostle? ff FH / —fEAE%E, HoL, EEFLhmFINMEc—5m, 5] LUB 2] —@H
it ?

Peter, Matthew, John, Paul were among the first apostles.f5. oA . AYT. (R4 25 — i,
James was the brother of Jesus — that’s a great credential. H & & BRfE (1] 56 5-ia & — (IR IF (1) B A%
Luke was with Paul on his journeys. # 1B % 4E —if & #(,

Mark got his information from Peter. J& A] £ 1 15 AR#E 15 3] 1 At 1 & Ao

Second, how widely was a New Testament book used?
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We know letters in the New Testament were circulated — Peter wrote to a whole region.
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Galatians was written to a region, not a city. JIH KEF & 540 — L, AL —ET .

Paul tells the Colossians to pass his letter to the Laodiceans — and vice versa.
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Widespread use means these 27 documents had special authority.
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Finally, and most importantly, the church, in worship and devotion, recognized the authentic voice
of the Lord in these 27 books alone.
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The Holy Spirit was at work and, as Jesus says in John 10:4, the sheep know the voice of the
Shepherd. B & 7£ T{F, IFMIIMHRAEATSIE S 10 25 4 BTHHFTR, EATEMCE RIS .

At the beginning | said that when we reach for a book, we reach for a book with a story.
—BHEER, ERMMFEEAFHR, RMEEEE—L£FHHENE.

The Bible is a grand story — not a fiction. It begins with creation and ends with consummation.
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The “story” of the Bible is the great story of redemption — the story of you and me, of all humanity,
of all creation, and of God’s plan to redeem us.
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God creates us to know him. We rebel and sin enters the world.
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So, God puts his plan of salvation into action.A7&, At i RUE G #4581 T

Through one man (Abraham) and his descendants (the Israelites) he creates a people called to
display his light to the world. & —{F N (GfHHF) FhrzE (DLEsIN) , daliE 7 —1F
A P A [ 1 S Fe s Al R 6 O RS

He gives them a land and laws to fulfil his mission. He gives them a king who is to live in humble
obedience to God. fltif% &5 A — R L UL 2Rk 58 Bt s iy o — 57 Sk B A IR AR 1 I
Israel fails — the rebellion in humanity is just as evil in them too.
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Prophets calling them to return to God. They do not listen. & &1IE A [o] 24 £ 38 . AP A TE,
They go into exile. But throughout, God never gives up on them.
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He promises that one day someone will come who will fulfil the law, who will display God’s glory
perfectly, who will announce God’s Kingdom.
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That person is Jesus — everything the Old Testament hoped for is found in him. He is the light of the
world, he is the perfect priest, he is the glorious King and Messiah, and he is the only sacrifice for sin.
A AR BBk — AT B —Y), #reei s B3kF]. gAML, ek a,
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At the cross, God’s love — a love God has always had for his creation — is shown.
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God loves the world so much that God comes to us in Jesus Christ, fully God and fully human.
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And Jesus died for us. And he rose from the dead. The end of the ages has begun.

HRER A B AM A0 . s JERRARTE 1. RRHIARAS CAEBI4S .

And once again, God creates a people who are called to display his light to the world —a community
of both Jew and Gentile: the church.
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This community is the very temple of God’s Spirit — empowered by God to live for Jesus.
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Now, we announce the Good News and call women and men into God’s Kingdom, as we await the
glorious return of our Lord Jesus and the restoration of all creation — the beginning redeemed,
forever.
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This is the biblical story. i f2& %2 &8 [ # R .

So whether you read a verse, a passage, a chapter, a whole Book; whether you read the Bible in a
year or focus on just one theme; whether you listen to Scripture on a phone app or rest a large Bible
on your lap, remember this big picture.
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Consider how the part of the Bible you are reading fits this big picture.
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On the road to Emmaus, one Sunday afternoon 2,000 years ago, two disciples met a stranger.

2000 FHTH)— M8 E IR T4, EEVRETFRE B, WEMEER] T —EpEA AN .

They were talking about all that had happened that very morning: reports that seemed incredible —
the person they had followed, whom they had seen crucified and buried, was said to be alive.
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What should they make of it? it fZ an il E 1514557

At that moment, the stranger did something amazing: he told the grand story of the Bible and how it
pointed to the resurrected Messiah.
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At the end of the journey, over dinner, the stranger was revealed.

TERAE I BAZ, MRy, PEA N Eafkib s 1.

He was the resurrected Messiah — it was Jesus. f /& 1875 M E o0 — Hi 2 Rk

The two disciples rushed back to Jerusalem. i [I4EEE [F] HE B8 5044
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On the way, they recalled all that had been said by the stranger — and they said, “Were not our
hearts burning with us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” (Luke
24:32).

FERE b, At P[] AEES IS Be A2 N st i) — 1) — At AMsfe:  TAESS EARANERAM GRS, Aadk A s 2
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The Bible is the Word of God. It is unique. God is the author, supervising human authors.
BRI, Bl R, MREER, BEAEREE.

The Bible is infallible — what God wants it to do, it does.

B IR — MBS AT R, R T .

The Bible is inerrant — it is without error, a fact we discover when we interpret it wisely and humbly.
KRR — e ANk, EIRME R R TRy, Mg EEERHEE. The
Bible is complete — only these 66 Books carry God’s authority, because in the Bible do we hear the
voice of our Lord.

BERTEM N — RIS 66 BEARBE MW, FAERELPIRMIES 7 EHEE. And
the Bible —it’s grand story — leads us to the central character in all of creation and history and
eternity: Jesus Christ.
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Pray your hearts will burn within. This is the Book you read!
T RO K B Z e ke . CEERR) 18 BRI ZH B I 3 !



