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As another year has drawn to a close, we give thanks for what has been and look forward with
anticipation and hope.

In 2023, the ministry of the Southeastern Minnesota Synod continued in earnest. Sixty-two
congregations engaged in the call process even as some continue their call process into the new
year. We were delighted to welcome 21 new rostered ministers into various settings within the
synod.

For the first time in several years, we hosted a visit from a global companion synod. Bishop
Atahualpa Hernandez of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia (IELCO) spent a week
visiting our synod’s leaders, members, and ministries. It was a joy to spend time with him and
learn from IELCO’s excellent diaconal ministry among the most vulnerable in Colombia.

Our 2023 Synod Assembly, held in May, welcomed Dr. Susan Brower as the keynote speaker.
Dr. Brower helped us understand demographic trends across the state and our communities. In
May of 2024, we will use this information as a springboard for the focus of our next Synod
Assembly. We will welcome Dr. Matt Bloom to share as we consider how each of us can impact
our congregations and communities.

As I consider the ministry of the synod in 2024, I am drawn to the phrase every congregation
connected. In 2023, congregations took advantage of the connections we have with each other;
this was especially evident in the continued increase of collaborations between individual
congregations. Throughout the synod, congregations have strengthened ministry through
partnering with neighboring congregations.

As we draw on the strength of our internal connections, we have an opportunity to engage
afresh with the communities our congregations are already a part of. What opportunities are
there to be the church for the community beyond our buildings? What is already happening that
we can come alongside? What needs of our neighbors currently need to be met?

One of the gifts of being a congregation of the Southeastern Minnesota Synod is that no
congregation must go it alone. We are part of a network with congregations and connections

that strengthen us and multiply the impact we have in the communities to which we are called.

May the Spirit open our hearts and minds to all the ways God continues
to invite us to participate in God’s good work in the world!

In Christ,

Dus fagte

Bishop Regina Hassanally
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