
Be the Light 
From Pastor Dave   
 
Dear faithful friends in Christ,   
Happy New Year! A LOOK AHEAD with Anticipation: St. Mark’s is adding two new opportunities in 
January, in addition to the “regular” ongoing ministries we share as we love God and love neighbor as 
ourselves.  
 
1) Wednesday nights. 5:30pm dinner and 6:00pm Worship. Both dinner and worship take place in the 
Family Life Center (FLC). Come for one or both! A mid-week re-centering our lives on Christ and with one 
another is important.  
 
2) Because some children don’t have loving parents and others can’t live safely in their countries, 
Lutheran Services Carolinas (LSC) has been a light in the darkness for over 40 years. Since 1976, LSC 
has been working to protect children from abuse and exploitation, help adults with disabilities to live as 
independently as possible, and to welcome immigrants and vetted refugees fleeing war or persecution seeking 
a new life. Each day LSC is guided by its mission statement, “Empowered by Christ, we walk together with all 
we serve.”  Over the next five weeks, we will learn more about the Be The Light campaign.  
https://lscarolinas.net/be-the-light/ 
 
3) 2024 is the year of “Mark.” We will read from Mark’s gospel account on Sunday mornings for much of the 
year, including Mark 12:30-31: Jesus said: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There 
is no commandment greater than these.” 
 
 
A LOOK BACK at 2023 with APPRECATION:  
1) Thank you! Thank you for faithful presence in 2023 in worship, fellowship, serving, smiling, praying, 
leading, volunteering and through sharing your money and your varied gifts to make a difference in the life of 
this congregation, and through St. Mark’s, as we share the good news of Jesus Christ.   
      
2) In 2023 St. Mark’s celebrated Baptisms of Quinn Rodriguez, Max Lamark, Sophia Morrison, Branden 
Meade, Lillian Maher, Everett Weymss, Grayson Kinard; grieved Funerals for St. Mark’s members Duncan 
McDuffie, John Roseman, Marc Coble, Viola Wenzel, Janet Frazier, Jane Shoe, Dave Gombotz (and many 
additional beloved family members and friends); and St. Mark’s welcomed 15 New Households: SueAnn 
Cheng, Tim and Karen Greene, Paul and Melissa Happel, John and Sondra Hoke, Cliff and Nancy Hucks, 
Chris Jensen, Mike and Gretchen Judd, Dale and Rev. Bonnie Klos, Gwynn and Max Lamark, Linda Locklin, 
Chris and Jezy Maher, David Christina Meade, Steve and Carol Paulson, Steve and Karen Pettit, Viki West. 
And in our worship, serving and loving every single week we proclaimed the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, and the presence of the Holy Spirit. Thanks be to God!  



 

Sundays in January with St. Mark’s  
8:30am Worship in the Sanctuary; available via Livestream 
9:30-10:20am CONNECT/Faith Formation in the FLC;  

Adult One Class in the conference room 
10:30am Worship in the Sanctuary 

Shall We Gather 
Happy New Year Everyone, 

 I pray that as you read this article you have had 
opportunity to enjoy celebrations with family and 
friends for Christmas, and as we entered into 2024! 
The title for my article this month includes the word 
“gather,” a word that I think we’re going to hear a lot 
this year. 

 First, though 
it’s several months 
from now, a group of 
14 youth are preparing 
for a trip to New 
Orleans in July for the 
ELCA Youth 
Gathering. Each month, participating youth and 
chaperones will gather together to walk through some 
“getting ready” material, and prepare for a spirit-filled, 
life-changing experience. I invite you to pray monthly, 
weekly, daily, whatever feels comfortable to you for 
those who will be making the trip. 

 Connected to preparing for the ELCA Youth 
Gathering, we will continue having a variety of 
fundraisers in the first half of 2024 to help offset costs 
for the trip. Mark your calendars and look out soon for 
RSVP information for a “Sweetheart Dinner” on 
February 10th. Youth hosted one of these dinners 2 
years ago and it was super successful! This dinner will 
be an opportunity for adults to gather with significant 
others (or a friend) for a fine dining experience in the 
FLC at St. Mark’s and an evening of fun entertainment. 

 Before we get to February, there is going to be 

some important conversation and time to gather during 
our “CONNECT” time in the month of January. Each 
Sunday in January, there will be open-ended 
conversations taking place in various rooms of the FLC 
that we hope adults will participate in. These 
conversations are not classes. They are opportunities 
for folks to gather, to have conversation, and for some 
of our leaders (specifically our Faith Formation team) 
to do some intentional listening and gathering of 
insight. Please try to participate in these conversations. 
Your voice is important! 

 And finally, also beginning on January 10th, 
we will begin gathering on Wednesday evenings for 
time to worship together as we experiment with a new 
service! Wednesday evenings at 6pm there will be an 
alternative worship experience in the FLC. Worship in 
this space will be a different experience from our 
services at 8:30 & 10:30 on Sunday mornings. Any 
and all are welcome at this service. So if you’re 
looking for something at a different time than Sunday 
morning for worship, or a slightly different “style” of 
worship, by all means come check us out on 
Wednesday evenings. 

 Lastly, as a new year begins, I’d like to offer a 
prayer: God grant us willing spirits to gather and to 
listen to how you are calling us in this new year. Bless 
the ministries of St. Mark’s so that we may boldly and 
faithfully reflect your love in our community and in the 
world. We gather and pray in the name of Christ Jesus, 
our Lord. Amen  

Happy New Year, 
Pastor Vern 

Confirmation Class 
Classes will resume Sunday, January 7, for 
7th and 8th graders. The class meets in the 
church library Sundays, 9:40am-10:20am. 
Contact Pastor Dave for more information. 

Rental Property Update 
All three houses are now empty. 440 is 
currently on the market for $260K. We have 
received several low offers that have not been 
accepted but investors are still showing 
interest. Our agent thinks there will be even 
more activity the first of January. We want to 
do some minimal work in the other two houses 
which are in much better shape to make them 
qualify for VA or FHA 
loans. Any painters 
interested in joining the 
painting team? One of 
the homes will be on the market by the end of 
January. The Rental Team will continue to 
keep the congregation informed.  



Empty Nesters JOY 
Are you between the ages of 45ish and 
65ish?  Connect with us on Friday, January 
19 at 6:00pm at The Barrel, 1082 A Brawley 
School Rd, Mooresville, NC 28117. RSVP 
to Kristie Ward at 704-807-6155 
or rkward93@yahoo.com  

Wednesday Morning 
Bible Study 

10:00am at St. Mark’s with the Gospel 
according to Mark. We will meet in the 
conference room beginning January 3 and 
continuing each Wednesday of January. 
Contact Pastor Dave with any questions. 

Altar Flowers 
The sign-up sheet to provide altar flowers in 
2024 is now posted on the bulletin board 
near the offices. Details are on the form. 
Please contact the church office if you have 
any questions. 

NEST 
This is a small group for New and Expecting 
families to gather for Social Time. 
Households who are expecting or have 
children 3 years old and under are invited to 
gather together in the FLC (or sometimes at 
parks when the weather is warmer) for games 
and times to share the journey of life together. 
This month we will meet at 5:30-6:30pm on 
Thursday, January 4.  

Summer Camps 
The three Lutheran Summer camps in NC are 
now open for Early Bird Discount Registration 
for 2024: 
Lutheridge near Asheville or Lutherock near 
Boone: 
https://novusway.org/summer-camps/ 
And Agape near Raleigh: 
https://agapekurebeach.org/camp-agape/ 

Tithes & Offerings 
If you receive giving envelopes but you no 
longer need them, please contact the church 
office so your auto-order can be cancelled. The 
order can be reactivated if you change your 
mind.  
If you need assistance with online giving, 
please contact Dawn Barone.  
dawn@saintmarkslutheranchurch.com 

Columbarium and  
Memorial Garden Update 

Since the update on the 
Columbarium reservations 
during the congregation meeting 
in November, we have received 
a couple more reservations. We 
also have investigated a 
different style columbarium and 
have identified a site that better 
integrates the garden into our 
campus life to improve access. 
The new location will be in the grassy area between the curb 
and woods as you go from the main parking lot down to the 
Preschool entrance area. There is currently a bed there that 
contains azaleas that were part of garden planted in honor of 
Ruth Wagoner’s service to our Preschool. The Columbarium 
and Memorial Garden will be incorporated into this area. The 
columbarium unit will be double-sided with 24 double niches 
on each side. It will be a lovely location with some nice 
landscaping and there is room for expansion as future needs 
arise. 

The project will now proceed by working with Cavin-Cook 
for the purchase of the columbarium unit. It is expected that 
the installation will be completed by mid-2024.  

Questions? Please contact David Wagoner (704) 302-3301; 
dlwagoner123@gmail.com 



As we look forward to the New Year and all  
of its possibilities, we would like to invite you to 
include St. Mark’s Women of the ELCA and NC 
Women of the ELCA in your 2024 plans.  We’ve got 
exciting things happening in the months ahead!  If you 
are a woman and you are Lutheran, then you are 
automatically a Woman of the ELCA.  You don’t need 
to be a member of a Circle.  There is no membership 
fee.  All are welcome to any WELCA event whether 
here at St. Mark’s or elsewhere in our Alexander-
Iredell Conference or the state for NC WELCA 
events. 

Monthly there are two opportunities to 
participate here at St. Mark’s.  The Martha Circle 
meets on the 4th Monday morning of each month at 
10:00am in the Conference Room in the church.  
Please contact Patty Schmid with any questions about 
the Martha Circle.  The Ladies Lunch Bunch meets 
once a month at local restaurants.  Sharon Roy is the 
person to contact with questions about the Ladies 
Lunch Bunch.   

Mark your calendars now for St. Mark’s 
Valentine Breakfast on Saturday, February 11th 2024!  
This annual event will feature a home-cooked country 
breakfast lovingly prepared by and served by St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Men In Mission.  After breakfast, 
Lorri Monterose will feature a delicious chocolate 
dessert for everyone to sample, and Lorri will 
demonstrate how to make while everyone enjoys 
dessert!  There will be lots of Door Prizes given away 
so be sure to sign up and bring a friend or family 
member with you.  All are welcome!  Watch for sign-
up sheets closer to the event date. 

St. Mark’s WELCA will be taking up an 
Offering during the Valentine’s Breakfast.  This is the 
only time that an Offering is requested during the 
calendar year.  We would also like to remind you that 
you can donate to St. Mark’s Women of the ELCA at 
any time.  Make your check payable to St. Mark’s 
WELCA and send it to Patty Schmid.  You can also 
drop off a check at the Church Office and it will be 
given to Patty.  Your generosity is very much 
appreciated so that we can continue to support our 
ministries in the New Year. 

NC Women of the ELCA also have several 

events planned in the early months of the New Year.  
The One Day Lenten Retreat will be held on Saturday, 
February 17th 2024, at several locations across the 
state.   Our Spring Beach Retreat “A Woman’s 
Clothing Can Change the World” will be held March 
1st-3rd 2024 at the SC Coastal Lutheran Retreat Center 
in Isle of Palms, South Carolina.  Our Spring 
Conference Gathering will be hosted by St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church in Statesville sometime in April or 
May.  Watch for more information once a date has 
been set for the Alexander-Iredell Spring Conference 
Gathering at St. Paul’s.   

NC WELCA’s Annual Gathering will be held 
June 21st-23rd 2024 at Lenoir-Rhyne University.  We 
are blessed to announce that our Key Note Speaker 
will be none other than Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, author 
of the controversial book “Love Without Limits – 
Jesus’ Radical Vision for Love with No Exceptions”.   
We’ll be offering a discounted One Day Pass for 
Saturday, June 22nd, to hear our Key Note Speaker and 
attend the afternoon Awareness Sessions so that 
everyone interested will be able to hear Dr. Bussie 
give her Key Note Speech on Saturday.  If you don’t 
know who Dr. Bussie is, Google her and listen to her 
podcast “Censored”.  She has an amazing story to tell 
about Jesus and the way in which He loves each of us. 

You can also donate to NC Women of the 
ELCA at any time.  You can give an Offering to our 
General Fund, or you can donate to our 2024 Pennies 
Project – Sleep In Heavenly Peace.  This organization 
provides beds for children in need by building, 
assembling and delivering top-notch bunk beds to 
children and families in need.  Their motto is “No Kid 
Sleeps on the Floor in Our Towns”!  Make your check 
payable to “NC WELCA” and on the Memo line of 
the check write either “Regular Offering” or “Pennies 
Offering” depending on where you want to designate 
your donation. 

Thank you for our continued support of both 
St. Mark’s Women of the ELCA and North Carolina 
Women of the ELCA in the New Year! 
God’s Peace & Love, 
Lorri Monterose & Patty Schmid 
St. Mark’s WELCA Co-Chairs 
NC WELCA Board Members 

WELCA 



Community Ministry 
COMMUNITY MINISTRY COMMITTEE WILL MEET ON JANUARY 3, 2024 AT 6:30 IN CONFERENCE 
ROOM. WE WILL BE DISCUSSING THE PROJECTS WE WOULD LIKE TO TACKLE IN 2024. IF 
ANYONE IS INTERESTED IN HELPING OUR COMMUNITY, PLEASE COME TO OUR JANUARY 
MEETING. 

Thanks to everyone who made it possible to give a $50 Food Lion Gift Card to 35 in-need children at Park View 
School. 40 children each got hat, gloves and scarf this year plus a donated book. Our hope is that we have made 
40 children’s Christmas a little brighter. 

ANGEL TREE: We know this year was a change in tradition by not receiving our Angels directly from South 
Elementary but you all got behind the new process of Mooresville Christian Mission. We had 150 Angels on the 
tree and they were all taken and returned. Thanks to everyone. We will have additional information on the Angels 
from Christian Mission in the next Marker. 

WHITE TISSUE PAPER GIFTS: A thank you to everyone who brought white tissue paper gift for our Christmas 
Eve Offertory. We collected many food items for Food for Days and Mooresville Christian Missions. 

VALENTINE CARDS FOR PARK VIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL: 
Yes, we know it is early to think of Valentines Day, but in order to provide them to our local school children we 
need to start now. Starting Sunday, January 14, we will have a box in the Narthex and the Church Office hallway. 
Your valentines can be for either boy or girl between ages of 5 through 7. We would like approximately 30 boxes 
of Valentines. The last day for this project will be February 5th. 
Thank you for bringing a smile to a little child’s face. Many thanks for your love of children in our community! 

FOOD FOR DAYS: Community 
Ministry depends on the caring 
hearts of our congregation to support 
FOOD FOR DAYS MINISTRY. We 
are half way through the school year 
and we still need to support half of 
our 40 students at Park View. The 
cost of a child is $250.00 per school 
year. Please pray on this and give 
ANY AMOUNT YOUR HEART DICTATES. Just enclose a check in a pew envelope marked for FFD Backpack 
Ministry. Thanks so much.  

FOOD FOR DAYS ITEM OF THE MONTH 

January: Chewy Granola Bars 
February: Pudding Cups 
March: Juice boxes/pouches               
April: Beans & Franks-8 oz 
May: Ravioli (flip top cans) 
June: Oatmeal, variety pack 

July: Crackers (variety pack) 
August: Ramen Noodles 
September: Pop Tarts 
October: Lg. Chef Boyardee 
Nov: Fruit & Applesauce Cups 
December: Vienna Sausages 



January 

Anniversaries 

Birthdays 

1 Seyller, Terry 
1 Fitzgerald, Michael 
2 Oehler, Raelyn 
3 Manley, Boots 
4 Hinz, Janine 
4 Van Horn, Margaret 
4 Lyons, Brantley 
5 Monterose, Lorri 
5 Ferden, Blake 
6 Miller, Alan 
6 Roseman, Betsy 
7 Hoke, Sondra 
7 Wilkins, Cindy 
7 Tyree, Catherine 
7 Tidwell, Keegan 
7 Johnson, Jovey 
8 Monterose Sr., Tom 
8 Tidwell, Travis 

20 Nelson, Lynn 
20 Koehler, Maggie 
22 Martin, Robert 
22 Ontiveros, Chance 
23 McAndrew, Ellen 
24 West, Viki 
25 Kurtz, Milbert 
25 Greene, Karen 
26 Stevens, Jacob 
28 LaMark, Max 
29 Altieri, Susan 
29 Pless, Cora Lee 
31 Johnson, Jerick 
31 Miller, Matthew 
31 Upshaw, Jonathan 

9 Norris, J.R. 
11 Hillman, Mark 
11 Wall, Austin 
12 Sink, Gwen 
12 Martz, Carol 
12 Johnson, Jack 
13 Mays, Watson 
15 Shirley, Kate 
16 Kinard, Vern 
16 Koehler, Karlee 
16 Knox, Holden 
17 Happel, Paul 
17 Self, Kelly 
18 King, Victoria 
18 Horton, Charley 

3 Judd and Camille Jones 
3 Stephen and Jennifer Hays 
3 Judd and Camille Jones 
4 Daniel and Amanda Wells 
6 Mark and Jessica Hillman 
8 Desi and Steven Tauges 

12 Frederick and Linda Folkerts 
20 Wayne and Shelby Westmoreland 
30 Bob and Jolee Anderson 
31 Jennifer and John Sifford 
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