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An international Anglican-Roman Catholic-Ukrainian Catholic conference on the diaconate held 
at Campion College, Regina, in May 2018 is having an impact in the print world a year later.  A 
book based on the conference presentations has just been published by Sacristy Press in Durham, 
England. 
Entitled The Diaconate in Ecumenical Perspective: Ecclesiology, Liturgy and Practice and edited 
by conference co-ordinator Deacon Canon Michael Jackson of the Diocese of Qu’Appelle, the 
book includes twenty essays by fourteen contributors from Canada, the United States, England and 
Scotland.  In addition to essays by Anglican/Episcopal and Roman Catholic/ Ukrainian Catholic 
authors, there are chapters on deacons in the Methodist and Lutheran churches. 
Topics discussed in the book are the theology of the diaconate, the future of the transitional 
diaconate, women in the diaconate, ecumenical views, prophetic ministry, the deacon in liturgy 
and formation of deacons. 
Archbishop Donald Bolen of 
the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Regina, co-
chair of the 2018 conference 
with Bishop Rob Hardwick of 
Qu’Appelle, says about the 
book: 
Anglicans and Roman 
Catholics have independently 
been exploring the role of the 
diaconate in recent decades in 
order to revitalize a ministry 
to which people continue to be 
called by God, as have other 
Churches.  It is time for us to 
learn from each other more 
intentionally as we strive to encourage a diaconal ministry which is deeply faithful and creatively 
responds to the needs of our day.  This collection launches us into a life-giving dialogue between 
our Communions on the diaconate. 

The Diaconate in Ecumenical Perspective can be ordered from Sacristy Press in the UK at 
www.sacristy.co.uk/books/theology/deacons 

 It is also available through Amazon. 
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On Saturday November 2nd a 
group of about 30 people 
gathered to learn how and 
why wrongful convictions can 
easily occur. Most people 
think this could not possibly 
happen to them, but many 
wrongfully convicted people 
know with certainty that it 
can and does happen more 
often than we think. 

The session started with a 
power point presentation 

demonstrating how easily this happens and the wide circle of 
victims who are affected – including the immediate families, 
friends, first responders, hospital staff, co-workers, funeral 
directors, members of the community – the list goes on. 

Following a break for refreshments, the guest speaker, Rick 
Sauve, shared his story, which was painful for him to share 
because it brought back many memories, but he knew it was 
important for him to do. Rick has been fighting to clear his 
name for over 41 years. Not a day goes by that he does not 
recall some memory about what has happened since October 
1978. Rick’s daughter also shared her story about what life has 
been like for her – living under the label of being the 
“daughter of a killer”. The label still follows her today in her 
adult life and is now affecting her two teen-age sons. 

While incarcerated, Rick earned his grade 12 equivalency 
certificate; a degree in Psychology (Queen’s University) and a 
Masters Degree in Criminology (University of Ottawa). 
Interestingly, Rick was able to get escorted passes to UofO 
one day per week to attend class. His daughter was also taking 
this course so they attended together! For over 20 years Rick 
has worked with LifeLine and Peer Transition – going into 
prisons and meeting with lifers to help them journey through 
their incarcerated time towards eventual successful re-entry 
into society. Through the “Break Away” program in prisons, 
Rick meets with youth who have been involved in the gang 
culture, encouraging them in leaving that life behind. He also 
works with high risk youth in Toronto who are involved in 
gangs for the purpose of directing them away from that 
environment. 

Over the course of 18 years, starting in 1984 while 
incarcerated and continuing after he was paroled, Rick led the 

fight to give all inmates who were Canadian citizens the right 
to vote in federal, provincial and where permitted, municipal 
elections. Rick challenged S.3 (the right to vote) and S.15 
(equality rights) of the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms. In 2002, in Sauvé v. Canada (Chief Electoral 
Officer) [2002] 3 S.C.R. 519, the court ruled that prisoners 
serving more than two years could not be disqualified from 
voting. Starting with the 2004 federal election inmates have 
been allowed to vote. Their votes are counted in the 
jurisdiction where they were living and/or where they plan to 
live, as determined by the postal code. Rev. Don Bailey, who 
was a criminal defence lawyer prior to being ordained into the 
priesthood, was on the legal team that prepared Rick’s 
challenge to the Chief Electoral Officer. In December 12, 
2017 Dr. Ivan Zinger, Correctional Investigator of Canada, 
announced that Mr. Richard (Rick) Sauvé would be presented 
with the 2017 Ed McIsaac Human Rights in Corrections 
Award for his work inside and outside prisons. “For more than 
three decades, Mr. Sauvé has dedicated his life to improving 
the situation and recognition of prisoners as rights-bearing 
persons.  His name is forever associated with a prisoner’s right 
to vote.  He has demonstrated that a life sentenced person 
paroled to the 
community can 
be a prosocial 
and positive force 
for change.  Mr. 
Sauvé is a very 
deserving 
recipient of this 
award.”, said Dr. 
Zinger. Rick is 
the first former 
inmate to receive 
this award. 

For further information about Rick’s case, I suggest reading 
“Conspiracy of Brothers”, Mick Lowe, 2013  edition, with 
new Afterword. Steve Earle ballad, “Justice in Ontario” 2002. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=edXQYuhbyKU 

BTW – to this day the real guilty person has never been charged in 
this case – even though he has appeared in court several times and 
has publicly declared he did the shooting. His confession has never 
been accepted. 

   

              Wrongful Conviction Information Session: submitted by Deacon Sharon Dunlop 

Mr. Rick Sauvé 

Deacon Sharon Dunlop with Rick Sauvé 



 

“A poem begins with a lump in the throat; a homesickness or 
a love sickness. It is a reaching-out toward expression.” - 
Robert Frost 

For those of us who cannot claim to be poets or artists, it is 
important to remember, creativity, no matter the form, is an 
important facet of who we are. When something deep is 
evoked in us, it can be like “a lump in the throat”. More 
importantly, as Frost recognized, we must pay attention. 
Creative awakening is akin to a “homesickness, a love 
sickness”, or an intense yearning. 

I experienced such an awakening this past August. It was at a 
gathering of fellow Deacons: faith leaders from different 
denominations, Indigenous elders, and wise “poets” from 
South America, Central America, Australia, North America 
and the Caribbean. The theme ‘Respecting Covenant - Risking 
the Journey of Reconciliation’ drew us together. 

We heard stories of creative responses to the challenge of 
reconciliation. Humility accompanied generosity, pain was 
woven into beauty, and compassion found its partner in truth 
telling. The creative expressions of these included poetry, art, 
music, dance, home design, intentional, inclusive, nurturing 
communities, and creation framed worship without walls. 

Our conversations were not always easy. They had the intense 
beauty of that which grows out of a lump in the throat. We 
heard of the global effects of colonial beliefs and policies in 
the treatment of first peoples. To my sadness, I learned more 
of the ways our own Indian Act was the model for government 
policies concerning first peoples in other countries. 

The symptoms of human greed were starkly portrayed through 
art, photos and shared narratives. The implications for local 
and global communities due to the methods used in the 
extraction of natural resources were deeply worrying given the 
growing loss of agricultural land, clean water and air quality, 
The diminishment of the value of a human being was seen in 
the plight of refugees and the fact of “slave” markets devoted 
to human trafficking. 

However, the worship, music, prayer and reflections which 
interspersed presentations and discussions, reminded us of 
similar stories in scripture. Times when people chose to ignore 
the grace of God and were guided by greed, and power. For 
them “trouble makers”, adversaries and the weak, were 
disposable. Yet hopelessness would be transformed by 
unexpected creative action. 

As we learned of “wild church” and watershed discipleship, of 
green architecture, work in Australia, Brazil and Argentina 
supporting cultural practice and enabling the teaching and use 
of indigenous languages, and similar work in Canada, we also 
experienced the awareness building wisdom of the faceless 
dolls project, and the beauty of the Butterfly in Spirit activist 
dancers. 

Was this part of the journey of reconciliation?  Yes, and it was 
enriched further through the wisdom of ordinary people of 
faith. There was the deacon from Texas fighting for justice for 
the families who languish in detention centres, the Australian 
seminarian, living in intentional community where the 
commitment is to invite and welcome homeless families to 
live with them, and the Brazilian Deaconness supporting and 
enabling the preservation of indigenous language and culture.   

Although we confronted difficult realities during our time 
together it was strangely freeing. I realized what we had heard 
from presenters, and our colleagues were stories of unlikely 
people, who through a “lump in the throat” set about changing 
the status quo. Freed from reacting to injustice they have no 
qualms about creatively seeking the impossible. 

  

 

 

 

       A Prayer Begins With a Lump in the Throat: submitted by Canon Deacon Nancy Ford 

Editor’s Note: Canon Deacon Nancy Ford attended the DOTAC conference in Vancouver, BC this past August. The 
theme of the conference was, “Respecting Convenant”. DOTAC is an ecumenical group of Christian diaconal 
communities in North America, the Caribbean, Central America, & South America. They are a member community 
of World DIAKONIA Federation, which furthers the understanding of the diaconate, provides a network of mutual 
relationships crossing church traditions and cultural boundaries, and provides a forum for discussion of diaconal 
issues including social justice and reconciliation. http://dotac.diakonia-world.org 

 



Education for Ministry is a programme of theological 
education by extension for anyone who wants to combine 
academic study with integrative components. The programme 
is designed so participants can take what they learn about 
Scripture, church history, theology and ethics into their own 
lives and hearts, supporting them in living out a vibrant 
baptismal ministry in the church and in the world. 

So, if you are interested in this kind of study and there is no 
face to face EfM group within driving distance, or you don't 
like to drive at night, this may be a study method for you. 
Perhaps you travel a lot? Do you go south for the winter and 
want to get to know people all over the country or world? Do 
you want to engage in serious theological discussion while 
wearing your pajamas and your comfy slippers? If any of 
these reasons work for you, then EfM On-Line might be the 
place for you to engage in theological study with a like-
minded community . 

All you need in order to take EfM in an Online setting is a 
computer, and a high speed Internet connection. Online 
groups, in Canada, meet for two hours per week in the online 
class. Students are expected to spend the additional time 
needed to keep up with the discussion board questions.  
Reading the textbooks, the Bible and other works, doing the 
exercises, etc. will take more time.  What each student takes 
away from EfM depends on how much time and energy they 
are will to devote to the course. The participant fee for a year’s 
study including a reading guide and other study guides, is 
$350.00, plus the cost of the textbooks. 

The EfM website, http://www.efmcanada.ca/ will provide a 
wealth of information on the programme, its mission, and an 
outline of the course of study. The course covers four years, to 
which one commits, one year at a time. The course is 
facilitated by a mentor.  Mentors are trained and accredited by 
EfM Canada, and are retrained every year.  The mentor’s job 
is just to be a mentor.  They are not the experts, not the 
teachers, and not the disciplinarians.  Mentors do participate in 
the discussions just like the other members of the class.   This 
is an adult education forum.  There are no tests, no grades, and 
no college credits.  The mentor is not an expert in Theology. 
Mentors are trained to lead a discussion and facilitate 
Theological Reflection which will ideally bring each student 
to an insight and appreciation of the subject being discussed 
and to help them further understand what their personal 
ministry might be. 

If you are interested in taking EfM On-Line, please E-mail the 
On-Line Coordinator: efm-online@kootenay.info

  

 

The Venerable Christine Ross, founding member of theAADC and Archdeacon of the Diocese of Kootenay  has retired from Parish 
ministry. She is currently Canada’s longest serving deacon. She will continue to serve as a Archdeacon of the Diocese. She was 
awarded Archdeacon Emeritus at her final service at St. Andrew’s, Anglican Church in Kelowna, BC on the feast day of the Reign of 
Christ. A celebration in her honour was held at a St. Andrew’s Day dinner on November 29, 2019. 

          Education for Ministry: Online Opportunity for Theological Education  

Archdeacon Chris Ross retires from Parish Ministry: submitted by Deacon Deb Wilson 
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Mark your calendars! The Association of Anglican Deacons in Canada is holding 
its 2020 national conference in the Diocese of Niagara on June 25-28, 2020. The 

conference will be held at Mohawk College in Hamilton, Ontario. 
Please join us and watch for more information as it becomes 
available. Descriptions of immersion sessions and recreational 

opportunities will be made available soon. 

The theme of the Conference is: “Deacons in Community” 

November 24, 2019 was “Reign of Christ Sunday.” and in the 
parish where I serve, I took part in a spirited and enthusiastic, 
pick up performance of the Hallelujah Chorus. 

🎼  “King of Kings and Lord of Lords” (Rev. 9:16) and “The 
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, 
and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.” (Rev 
11:15) 

Some of my colleague deacons have raised concerns about 
using imperial language including “kingdom,” 
“reign,” “realm” and ”king” to describe Jesus. 
Not appropriate language to describe a suffering 
servant! Worse……more connected to building 
the institutional church ( a kind of “Kingdom”)  
than Jesus’ authentic, original message of love 
and sacrifice. 

Certainly the picture on Wikipedia “Christ the 
King” detail from the Ghent Altarpiece by Jan 
van Eyck. St Bavo's Cathedral, Ghent. shows a 
formidable stern judgmental, intimidating (and 
unfriendly!) “Jesus as King.” 

(Please note: this article is not attempting to be scholarly…it 
is to promote discussion and if someone is moved to respond 
in an authoritative academic way that will be helpful.)  

Some useful history: “Reign of Christ” was initiated by Pius 
XI in 1925 in response to rising nationalism after the end of 
World War 1. This “King of Peace” was to be celebrated as a 
different kind of king. 

Some urge that we change the words: instead of “Kingdom of 
God” one should say: “God’s vision for the world.” or a “God-
shaped world.” So far those don’t have the same descriptive 
power or, for me, give a sense of Incarnation. A “vision” 
without the “mission” is fixed and inactive. 

On Advent 2 will be heard Romans 15:4 “For whatever was 
written in former days was written for our instruction, so that 
by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures 
we might have hope.” 

For another time we should have the discussion about writers 
of the Bible and their motivations, but for now keep that in 
mind, but…. 

If our language is to be changed, then we must work on 
(around?) that Oremus Bible Browser 
(http://bible.oremus.org/) gives 545 references to “King” in 
the NT, 154 to “kingdom,” and 31 to Kingdom of Heaven. 
Jesus is quoted as saying: 

In the Beatitudes: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven,” (Mt 5:3) and “From that time Jesus 
began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near’”. (Mt 4:17) And also, “Thy kingdom come, on 
earth as it is in heaven.” A common response to this is 
prompted by the passage in John: “My Kingdom is not of this 
World” (John 18:36). Jesus’ Kingdom is different from 
kingdoms, (and almost all social systems) in our world. As 
“King” Jesus was born in a stable not a palace. He is a servant 
king. He is with the poor, widow orphan sick and those 
deemed “unclean.” He suffered (as we would) the most 
humiliating death possible. But He overcame. 

AADC Trienniel Conference: June 25-28, 2020                                  
 

Christ the King: submitted by Archdeacon Kyn Barker, Diocese of Toronto                                 
 



  

Congratulations to The Rev’d Frances Stewart, The Rev’d Jane Morton, 
and The Rev’d Maureen Maciesza who are newly ordained vocational 
deacons in the Anglican Diocese of Brandon! They were three of the five 
people ordained to the diaconate on June 29, 2019 at St. Matthew's 
Cathedral in Brandon, Manitoba. The other two, The Rev'd Chris Pilon 
and the Rev'd Brennan McCurry are transitional deacons. (Photo by 
Ken McKenzie-Cochrane) 

Salt & Light… 
is a compilation of news and events that are submitted by 
deacons and friends of deacons from across Canada to highlight 
the ministry of Diakonia. Please submit any articles, pictures, 
poems, or reflections to Deacon Deb Wilson so that we may 
publish them for the building up of our community and our lives 
in ministry. deb@bee-lieve.ca 

 

Congratulations to the Rev. SuSan 
Gurd Jensen, the newest deacon in 
the Anglican Diocese of British 
Columbia! SuSan was ordained on 
September 20, 2019 by the Rt. Rev. 
Logan McMenamie at Christ Church 
Cathedral in Victoria BC. The Rev. 
Canon Nancy Ford, Director of 
Deacons for this Diocese of Islands 
and Inlets, notes that SuSan's 
"passion is for Indigenous ministry 
and she has done some amazing work 
over the time of her internship." 

On Thursday, May 9th, Laurie Alice 
Ellen Yates was ordained to the Order of 
the Diaconate in the Parish of St. 
Thomas, Brooklin, Ontario. 
Congratulations Rev’d Laurie! 

 

On Sunday, October 20, Bishop Susan Bell ordained Jody Balint, Michael 
Coren, Judy Steers, Ann Vander Berg and Fran Wallace to the diaconate at a 
moving service at Christ's Church Cathedral in Hamilton. Congratulations! 

Congratulations to The Rev’d Deb 
Wilson who was appointed Chaplain at 
the Bishop Strachan School in Toronto, 
Ontario.  

     Ordinations and Appointments                                            
 

AADC Membership 

Please remember to renew your annual AADC and 
AED memberships for 2020. Contact Deacon 
Jacquie Boutheon our membership secretary at 
jacquie.boutheon@sympatico.ca for more details. 

 

 


