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Welcome we are glad you have joined us for worship this evening. Please turn all

cell phones and other electronic devices off or to "silent". Thank you.

Christmas Letter 2023

I am always moved by the fact that each Advent week has its
own theme. The movement toward Christmas gives us the Sundays of
Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. These words for me express the
monumental importance of the celebration of Christmas. When God
thought we needed it most, God sent Jesus to be born to a poor, young,
unmarried couple in a dusty cold barn. God was finally living amongst us
and living as we do. This child would grow up to teach that the least
among us are valued children of God and humanity. This child would
grow up to teach that forgiveness is the way of God and that we should,
as best we can, live a life forgiving others. This child would grow up to
teach that love is the way, the life and the truth and that to love each
other unconditionally is our calling as Christians, and the means by
which we involve ourselves in personal growth and help build a better
world for all.

Our world and our community have certainly faced challenges
this year. The terrible war in Ukraine carries on. As well, the tragic war
in the Holy Land deeply saddens the soul of us all. We pray for peace
and the end to all human hostilities. In our community we have carried
the grief of the deaths of a number of parishioners. We fondly cherish
their memory in our hearts and hold on to their vision of a world of
love. As we move our way through Advent, we get the time to dream
once again of exactly that vision — a world of love. When we light the
Christ Candle on Christmas Eve, we see it as a symbol that once more
opens us to the idea that all things are new again, that anything is
possible with the love of God.

At Christmas God sends us a message, as he did to the poor
shepherds, that our saviour is born. Two thousand years ago abiding in
their fields an angel told them this good news of great joy. Imagine
knowing and feeling and living a life of impoverishment, and fear and
hunger and prejudice and injustice. Then imagine a host of heavenly



angels coming to you, to you specifically, and announcing the
Son of God has been born for you. It would be inspiring. It would be
fulfilling. It would be life changing, and it still is today for all of us.

My wish for you and your family and loved ones this Advent and
Christmas season is that the peace, joy, hope and love of the Christ child
be with you and guide you and inspire you. As you share wonderful
moments with family and friends in this blessed time of year, please also
put aside the time pray for those less fortunate than us and those in
hardship. The Christ child came for all of us and let us rejoice and sing
and be not afraid to say aloud the dreams that we dream, because it was
a miracle, and it still is today for all of us. Joy to the world!

The Reverend Patrick Blaney



Ministering this evening at our 5:00 p.m. service:

Officiant: The Reverend Patrick Blaney
Liturgical Assistant: Jill Parsons

Musician: Galina Martyniouk, piano and organ
Guest Musician: Martha Kendall, soprano

Choir Director: Christie Smith

Flowers in the Sanctuary today have been donated by members of the Parish
of St. John. Please see back pages for dedications.

Please note that there is no Eucharist during this service. For those wishing to take
communion, it will be offered at the end of the service.

All who love God and desire Christ are welcome to receive communion. Gluten-free
wafers are available. Please let the Eucharistic Administrator know if you wish to
receive one. Please note intinction, (dipping the bread into the wine), is not permitted.




Territorial Acknowledgement

Celebrant The community of St. John’s acknowledges that we live,
work and worship on the ancestral and unceded land of
the Coast Salish Peoples: The Musqueam, Squamish, and
Tseil- Waututh Nations. May the reconciling love of Christ be
reflected in our words and in our actions.

The Gathering of the Community

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all.

All And also with you.
Celebrant Almighty God,
All to you all hearts are open,

all desires are known,

and from you no secrets are hidden.

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

that we may perfectly love you, and worthily,
magnify your holy name;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect
Celebrant Eternal God,
All this holy night is radiant
with the brilliance of your one true light.
As we have known
the revelation of that light on earth,
bring us to see the splendour of your heavenly
glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



Advent Candle

we sing all verses of the hymn.
Hymn Hope Is a Star

Hope is a star that shines in the night,
leading us on till the morning is bright.

Refrain:

When God is a child there's joy in our song.

The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong,
and none shall be afraid.

Peace is a ribbon that circles the earth,
giving a promise of safety and worth.

Refrain

Joy is a song that welcomes the dawn,
telling the world that the Saviour is born.

Refrain
Love is a flame that burns in our heart.
Jesus has come and will never depart.

Refrain

We honour Messiah with Christ Candle's flame.
Our Christmas Eve candles glad tidings proclaim.

Refrain



Liturgy for the Christ Candle at Christmas - Fulfillment

First Voice The Advent time of waiting and preparing is over!
We have lit four candles that remind us about
longing and peace and joy and love.

(The four Advent candles are lit)

Second Voice These candles remind us that God promises to be
with us, to comfort us, to help us rejoice, and to
teach us to love.

Today we celebrate that God has come to be with
us in the baby called Jesus.

Today we light one more candle, and we call it
the Christ candle.

(The white Christ candle is lit)

First Voice This candle reminds us of all God has done for us.
God fills us with good things, like hope and peace and
joy and love. God is faithful to us. God is with us, now
and always.

All O God, come, travel with us through our lives.
Give us courage to spread your light in the world.
Amen.



A Christmas Story: A Night Like No Other

Part One. This night is like no other night. It is a time to dream and sing
our way to Bethlehem. The children will show us how to go. The little
town we seek sits in the hill country some ten miles south of Jerusalem.
For thousands of years the houses have gathered there on the hilltop like
a family breaking bread. "Bethlehem" means "House of Bread."

In the centre of the village is a small inn. On this night it is overflowing
with people seeking sleep and a place to eat. Behind the inn is a dark
stable. A gray donkey chews his barley and broken straw while a weary
cow leans and rests after the day's plowing in the valley. A sheep nearby
is nearly asleep.

All is still and quiet in the little town.

Hymn On to Bethlehem Town
During the singing of the hymn, the children bring forward the donkey, the cow, and the
sheep.
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Part Two. As night gathers, the last two travellers come slowly up the
road. Look, there is a young woman about to be a mother. She is walking
with her husband. They are Joseph and Mary from Nazareth! They have
walked for six days to come to this city where King

David was born, so long ago.

They have come, like so many others, because the Roman emperor
wants to count each one, so he can take their money as a tax.

But it is late, and Mary is so weary. Where will they sleep? There

is no room in the inn. They decide to sleep with the animals.



Hymn During the singing of the hymn, the children bring forward Mary and Joseph.

ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY

IRBY 87 8 77 7 irregular melody by Henry John Gauntlett 1805-1876
. ‘ harmonized by Arthur Henry Mann 1850-1928
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With the poor and mean and lowly when, like stars, his children crowned
lived on earth our Saviour holy. all in white shall gather round.

Cecil Frances Alexander 1823-1895
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Part Three. Stars brighten slowly in the sky. All creation holds its
breath. Suddenly, from the stable, comes the cry of a newborn child!
Mary gently wraps the baby in a blanket and lays him in the

feed box that his father has filled with straw.

Hymn During the singing of the hymn, the children bring forward the baby Jesus.

CHRISTIAN YEAR Chnstmas/prphany
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Part Four. In the hills outside Bethlehem, shepherds watch their 12
shadowy sheep. All at once, the dark is lost in light, and in the midst of
the light is something even brighter: the faces of angels. The fearful
shepherds then hear music in the sky, and a voice

says clearly, "Do not be afraid. Listen, I bring you news of great

joy, a joy to be shared by all people. Today in the City of David

a Savior is born! He is Christ, the Lord."

Then more angels appear, a whole heavenly host of them, praising God
and singing: "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth

peace, goodwill to all people, everywhere."

The shepherds run with joy across the fields to Bethlehem to the barn
behind the inn. There they find the Holy Family and creep forward,

overwhelmed with mystery, to find Nativity itself in the centre of all that
love.

Hymn During the singing of the hymn, the children bring forward the shepherds and

the angel. ;

CHRISTIAN YEaR Christmas/Epiphany
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& “Allglory be to God on high,
and to the world be peace;
good will henceforth from heaven to earth

begin, and never cease.”

Part Five. Three camels plod up the road to Bethlehem. They have come
from the East, far beyond the Arabian Desert, perhaps from as

far as the Caspian Sea. The camels carry three kings, the wise

ones, the Magi. They are following the wild star, the destiny they

had never seen before, and they are following it, wherever it goes, to find
the King its shining shows them.



Hymn During the singing of the hymn, the children bring forward the three kings.

MWe Three Kings of Orient Are

JOHN H. HOPKINS, 1857
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Part Six. The kings' journey ends in a new kind of king. Their
restlessness rests at last. They fall to their knees and give him bright
gold, sweet-smelling frankincense and bitter myrrh, brought so far

with so much love.

So now we all come, following the star, to find God-with-us. We come, as
people have come all through the ages, to bring our

own gifts to this Child, God's gift to us.

Come forward now. Bring your gifts of stars and of yourselves to place
around the manger. Show us the way into the Mystery of Christmas, as
we sing, for this night is holy and filled with overflowing silence.

Hymn During the singing of the hymn, the children bring forward stars to place in
and around the stable.



119 Silent Night
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The Blessing

Dismissal

Presider Go forth in the name of Christ.

All Thanks be to God.
Celebrant Words of dismissal.
All Thanks be to God.
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We wish you all a wonderful Christmas
For those wishing to attend a Christmas Day, a service will be held on
December 25th, 10 am, at St. Catherine's Anglican Church located at 1058
Ridgewood Dr, North Vancouver.



Christmas Flower Dedications

Flowers in the Sanctuary were generously donated by members of our

parish.

Donated by

Madeline Cooper

Sandra Dunlop-Miller
Ryley

Barbara Backer
Howard & Cathy Dallimore

Brookfield and Friday Families

Dedication

Jean Sampy

George, Freda Batt, Tom and Rosemary

The Ancestors, Gone before
The Dallimore, Thomas & Miles families

Hannah, Eveleen & Leonard Brookfield
Hon & Fred Friday



