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Dear Praying Family & Friends,          December  2023 

So often, the Lord brings people across our paths for brief moments or a few month or years and then they 
are off to another place. As life goes on, we occasionally think about these people wondering where they 
are & what they are doing now. A few weeks ago, I was blessed to meet up with a young man who briefly 
worked for us when we first opened our Doro clinic in 2008.  

Michael Ona is a very quiet Mabaan young man. He came asking about a job and so we hired him as a 
translator in our newly opened health clinic. Our clinic, at the time, was held in a small broken down 
house (windows or doors were missing) on the former SIM Doro hospital site. Our missionary nurses were 
so excited to finally begin health ministry. We brought in plastic tables, chairs & stools, 2 trunks full of 
medicines, a string bed & a cheap shower curtain (from the dollar store) for privacy. We put out logs for 
people to sit while waiting for their turn to see the nurse. Michael was 1 of 2 translators.  For those of you 
who are not from a medical /nursing background & who find going to the doctor stressful, Michael was of 
the same mindset. But….he needed a job! As the nurses began to happily see patients, Michael was horri-
fied at times. Most days, Michael would just sit & not say a word. One day, Dr. Rob Congdon had to do 
surgery. It was for a local pastor who needed help. Michael was my translator, as I was doing anesthesia. 
Michael just stood there & stared the whole time. His eyes were like that of a deer in the headlights of an 
oncoming truck.  

It was at that moment I realized that Michael wasn’t a good fit for this work & that it was actually stressful 
for him. Dr. Rob & I took Michael aside to chat with him. It was at that time Michael admitted that his 
work was stressful for him. We asked Michael what did he really want to do? He told us with a smile he 
wanted to be a pastor & a teacher. This was his heart’s desire. At 
that time, SIM ran a secondary school in a distant town called Ya-
bus. Dr. Rob suggested that if he wrote a letter of recommenda-
tion, would he be interested in attending? Well….this was exactly 
what Michael had dreamed, to finished his secondary education. 
And so, Michael left us to pursue his dreams.  

A few weeks ago, I attended a local church service that was about 
5 km from Doro. Pastor Bulus (Paul) is the senior paster & a good 
friend. When the service began, a young man got up to preach. At 
first, I didn’t recognize him, but it was Michael Ona. After the ser-
vice, Michael & I had a good chat. He had finished Secondary 
school and has a diploma in Bible from the Theological Education 
by Extension program (TEE). Michael has been recently ordained & 
is now under the guidance of Pastor Bulus. Michael is now teaching TEE to the Ingessana believers. He told 
me that his loves his ministry & work & thanked me for having a part in his life. God is so good! It just 
thrills my heart to see Michael happy & thriving  in serving the Lord!  



Thank you all so much for your prayers for me. These past 3 
months have flown by so fast. In my last newsletter, I shared 
with you about the  TTI (The Timothy Initiative) discipleship  
mission that SIM  is now  in partnership. The TTI team re-
turned to Doro in early October to begin teaching 17 young 
men (& 1 woman) to become like a “Paul”, who will in  teach 
a group of “Timothys.” TTI held in-depth teaching sessions for 
5 days which included how to share your testimony & how to 
disciple. My involvement was in logistics with setup, photo-
copying, storage of TTI books, as well as providing lunches for these students. The 18 students have now 
developed their own teaching centres/groups with 25 students in each group. This is amazing, as there 
are now 450 young people being discipled!! TTI has hired 2 Mabaan godly men to go out to monitor 
these teaching groups to see how they are doing & if they are needing any help.  Each student has their 
own TTI book on discipleship. They all meet once a week. God is so good & I feel so honored to have a 
small part in it. Thank you for your prayers. Please continue to pray for each of these students that they 
would grow deep in their walk with Jesus.  

I continue to spend 4 days/week discipling Katrina & Omjima, who work in our Deep Roots Bookstore. 
We are going through the Navigators booklets, We have just finished studying about the Holy Spirit. 
Now, we will be studying “Know your Enemy” and how to walk with the full Armor of God! Thank 
you for your prayers for these 2 lovely ladies. In addition, we are reading through the Book of John, 
and picking out the names of Jesus as we go through it. I am trying help them see deeper truths in God’s 
Word as they read each chapter. It’s wonderful to hear them sharing their thoughts & insights into these 
scripture passages. They are growing deeper in their walk with the Lord.  

Thank you for your prayers for me as I manage our Deep Roots Bookstore & Library. The  bookstore is  
in our smaller building. The walls have been painted white & grey poxy paint for the floor. Once the 

floor paint is totally dry, we will move all our metal cabinets & books 
back in. Then, we will begin painting the larger building that will be 
for our Deep Roots Library. I had a round rakooba built behind the 
Library building, along with cement walkways & an incinerator. It 
looks wonderful! This will be for people who want to read outside 
under the shade of the rakooba which will be considerably cooler in 
the hot dry season. Also, we have planted papaya, banana, Jack fruit 
& mango trees along the fence as well. My prayer is that many people 
will be blessed as they come to do self-study of the Bible or attend a 

seminar. We are planning to have the official opening of the Deep Roots Resource Centre (bookstore & 
library) on January 27. Thank you for prayers for this. It’s taken a long time to get to this point. Howev-
er, the Lord has His own timing, which is perfect! :)  

Thank you all so much for your faithful prayers, letters of encouragement & support for me. God is faith-
ful & He is doing amazing things here. Have a very blessed Christmas  this year as you spend time with 
family & friends & praising the Father God in sending His only Son Jesus who gives us the gift of Life in 
Him!  

In the Joy of Serving Jesus, 

Sandy Ewan 
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