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INTRODUCTION:  
1. Text: John 15:8, 16	
2. Proposition: We were chosen and ordained by Him because we believed His Word and at the new birth we died and the Life of Christ moved in. Jesus sowed His Life that He might reap a harvest not only of souls but of those who would keep on producing fruit that remains. We are called and chosen to be fruitful and multiply.

TRANSITIONAL SENTENCE:  Let us turn to Genesis 1 and we will see what God has to say to us about bearing fruit continually.

I. MAIN DIVISION:	
a. Scriptural Support: Genesis 1:26-28, 2:4-7, 2:19, 3:6-7
· Is God productive, is He creative, does everything He touch bring life? He is the Light and the Life. Yes, He does. We are created in His image and likeness. Is God interested in us as His sons, bearing fruit? Yes, He is!
· The first thing He said to man was to be fruitful and multiply. However, God did not just give Adam power and authority to do whatever he wanted and however he wanted. It was to be God and son working together to produce the desired fruit. Us producing something else outside of the will of God is not what He calls being fruitful. 
· When Adam fell if he still had the power of God at his disposal to use as he saw fit it would have only been a matter of time with either him or his offspring that they would have destroyed the earth. Not so because apart from the Father the ZOE Life of God was cut off and Adam was separated from the Source. Adam was but a conduit of the power of God. 
· We see this is true in Jesus, the 2nd Adam.
b. Scriptural Support: John 5:19, 14:10-15
· It is the Father dwelling within, He does the works. 
· Notice one of Jesus final instructions was for us to be fruitful and He is telling us again how. It also happens to be the exact same pattern that He Himself modeled.  
· If you knew you only had a few more hours, what would you be saying to your family and loved ones. This is what Jesus was sharing in John 13-17 and this was one of His main points.
c. Scriptural Support: John 15:1-8 Final thoughts, instructions, and prayer. 
· Vs. 1 God is the Vinedresser/Owner of the vineyard or He is the Source.
· Vs. 2 No fruit causes us to be taken away – not that we have lost our salvation. Of the millions of people that call themselves Christians and of those that going to church today are they thinking about “Am I fruitful? Am I fruitful enough? 
· Many Christians think that being a Christian is just simply confessing Jesus as Lord and Savior. Some of them even come to church on a regular basis. They look at Christianity for what they can get out and are not aware of the Life of Christ in them and that they should being doing something and producing fruit. There is much more to being fruitful than only confessing Jesus and coming to church on a regular basis. 
· Prunes - kathaírō (kath-ah'-ee-ro) – make clean by purging (removing undesirable elements); hence, "pruned (purged)"; eliminating what is fruitless by purifying (making unmixed). 
· The purpose of pruning is to take away what is stunting growth, causing something to grow wildly or in a wrong direction to enable the plant to grow in a way that will produce new growth in a correct manner.
· God sowed His best Seed (Jesus), He is feeding us, watering us, weeding us, pruning us – if we will let Him, and now He expects fruit or a harvest from His investment. Will we allow Him or will we deny Him His due fruit? We are supposed to produce.
· Branches that are not producing can still produce and it does not matter how old we are. If we are still drawing breath that means we can make a change and start being fruitful.
· The Lord can help make up for lost time. Look at what He did in the ministry of Jesus in only 3.5 years. What could He do in 1 year, 2 years, 3 years, 10 years in our lives?
· The harvest is great but the laborers are few. God needs every one of us, every branch producing fruit.
· Even those that are producing we can still be pruned and produce more and more and more fruit. 
· Vs. 5 Can we produce this fruit by ourself? – We can only do it connected to Him as He leads us.
· Vs. 6 Where is fruit produced on the vine/trunk or on the branch? Without us being constantly connected or living in union and communion with Him we can do NOTHING. Anything that blocks the flow of the Life of Christ coming from the Vine to the branch is going to cause us to whither and be broken off or of no use as there is no possibility of any fruit. 
· This sadly describes most Christians that are living their lives apart from Him, the True Vine. Their lives are dried up, withered, no creativity, no excitement, no joy, leading a dead, boring, fruitless life. It because something has cut off the flow. There is something between them and the Vine.
· Do we desire to see every blockage, every hinderance, every dead thing to be purged, pruned, and cutoff that we can live again unto Him and produce fruit? 
· Vs. 8 Bearing fruit is what brings glory to God. Having Christians who are ambassadors of Him living fruitless is not a good advertisement for the Kingdom and it is not His will. How much better is it when we are producing fruit abiding in Him and allowing His Divine Life to flow to us and through us.
d. [bookmark: _Hlk153283521]Application: 
· Philippians 1:6 He will continue to produce fruit in me and through me continually.
· James 4:6-8 line by line
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1. Roundtable – Takeaways from the message.

 

1. What emphasis does God place on us being fruitful? 



2. Why should we care about being fruitful?



3. Explain how the power of God is produced in my life and ministry? 



4. What did you hear in this message that now challenges the way you view your fellowship with Him?



5. What does “abiding” in Him look like to you? 



6. What is the main thing that satan tries to stop in our lives, and why?



7. What would be some examples of things that we are doing in the “flesh – apart from abiding in Him?”  



8. What can we start/stop doing to act on what we learned?




9. Pray the Ephesians 1:17-23 and Ephesians 3:14-21 prayers every day.



