Date: November 05, 2023Stettler United [image: A close-up of a logo  Description automatically generated]Church

Twenty-third after Pentecost & Remembrance Day  
Theme: Remember Faith of Our Ancestors

Worship Leaders: Rev. Dr. OhWang Kwon 
Musician: Linda Osetsky
Audio/Visual: Amy Kwon
(*: Please, stand if you are able.)

Musical Prelude: 

Greetings 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Response: And also with you. 

Welcome & Announcements (Care & Concerns)
· Thank you ~ to everyone who helped make the fall supper a success for approximately 185 people. 
· 3rd quarter statements ~ were emailed on Tuesday, others were mailed out (Canada Post) on Thursday.  If you don’t receive yours, please let the office know. 
· Christmas (and other important information) Dates ~ Are outlined on the printed announcements.

Acknowledgement of Territory 
ALL:	God calls us to live with respect and care for all our relations in creation. For thousands of years, Indigenous peoples of this area have tended the earth, and we give thanks for such diligence. We covenant to live and work together, sharing this land in peace and respect as long as the sun shines, the grass grows, and the river flows.
Peter Chynoweth, Cochrane AB

Call to Worship  
ALL:	We wake to a world of beauty and catastrophe, a world of vision and violence, compassion and cowardice. We live in such a wounded world—beyond the grief of natural disasters, we face the devastation of human violence. How do we give prayerful expression to our grief? 
Juanita Austin, Salmon Arm, B.C. From her book Cup of Wine and a Piece of Bread (Raven Spirit Press, 2020). Used with permission.  https://gatheringworship.ca/prayer/we-wake-world-beauty-and-catastrophe

Lighting the Christ Candle
When we light a candle, we usually carry it to where we want to go and set it down. 
Then we go about doing whatever we are doing within its light. 
Jesus is another kind of light, a candle that lights up our minds, hearts, and spirits. 
We experience it as grace, as call and empowerment, but this is a light we don’t set down. We don’t determine where this light will guide us. 
We light this Christ candle as the light we carry with us. 
(The candle is lit.) Bill Perry, Belleville, Ont. https://gatheringworship.ca/prayer/if-you-are-worshipping-us-home-you-are-invited-light-candle  

*Hymn   O Canada   VU#524  Words: French, Adolphe B. Routhier 1880, English, Robert Stanley Weir 1908. Music: melody Calixa Lavallée, harmonized by William Smith Dingman. Public Domain. N/A

The Last Post / Silence / Reveille

Act of Remembrance
They shall not grow old as we that are left grow old.   
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.  
At the going down of the sun and in the morning we will remember them.    
We will remember them.

Opening Prayer 
ALL:	O God, you sent us the Prince of Peace to teach us your way but we are slow to learn and quick to forget. Help us to remember that small acts, joined together, shape society. Remind us of the dangers of hateful words and mean actions. Guide us in all our actions so that our small acts of love and kindness may shape a society of justice and mercy, security and peace for all. We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
Jean Leckie, while at Heart Lake U.C., Brampton, Ont. https://gatheringworship.ca/prayer/o-god-you-sent-prince-peace-teach-us-your-way

Prayer of Confession
ALL:	Our community is not whole; the realm is not peaceful. Many still hunger and thirst, many still hurt, many are still captive. We have been guided by things other than your truth and love. We confess our captivity to values other than gospel values, our imprisonment in visions other than your vision. Forgive us, O Christ, and set us free. 
Words of Assurance 
ALL	:	Jesus loves us and frees us from brokenness and sin. Jesus makes us a holy people, free to love others and free to live the purpose God puts before us. Thanks and praise and glory be to you, O Christ. 
Robin Wardlaw, Toronto, Ont. https://gatheringworship.ca/prayer/our-community-not-whole-realm-not-peaceful

 Reading:   In Flanders Fields    

Prayer of Illumination 
ALL:	God, the words you speak have power: power to create, power to disturb, power to heal. Help us to hear your Word for us today. Amen. 
Celebrate God’s Presence: A Book of Services for The United Church of Canada, Etobicoke, Ont. The United Church Publishing House, 2000, 45.                                

Scripture Readings:  
Joshua 3:7–17: Joshua leads the people across the Jordan River. 
Matthew 23:1–12: The greatest one will be the servant.

Hymn   Tell Me the Stories of Jesus   VU#357 (verse 1) (being seated) Words: William H. Parker 1885 Music:Fredrick Arthur Challinor 1903 © 1904 National Christian Education Council, 1020 Bristol Rd., Selly Oak, Birmingham B29 6LB, England. Reproduced with permission. Words, Music: National Christian Education Council. CCLI

Congregational Theme/Story Time 

Message   Rev. Dr. OhWang Kwon

*Hymn   Make Me a Channel of Your Peace   VU#684 
  Words: Attributed to St. Francis. Music, Arrangement: © 1968 Franciscan Communications Centre, 1229 S. Santee St., Los Angeles, CA 90015, USA. Words: Public Domain. Music, Arrangement: Franciscan Communications Centre. LicenSing

Invitation for Offering

*Offering Hymn   Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow VU#541 Words: Thomas Ken ca. 1674. Music: Genevan Psalter 1551. Public Domain. N/A

Offering Prayer 
ALL:	Accept, O God, our gifts freely given. Bless these gifts that they may be signs of freedom for others: freedom from hunger, from oppression, from conflict, from violence. Use these gifts, as you use us, for your purpose in the world. Amen. 
Gord Dunbar, Kincardine P.C., Kincardine, Ont. https://gatheringworship.ca/prayer/accept-o-god-our-gifts-freely-given   

Prayers of the Gathered Community 

The Lord’s Prayer 
ALL:	Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

*Parting Hymn   Faith of Our Fathers   VU#580
  Words (v 1): Frederick W. Faber. Words (v 2, 3 and 4): © 1981 Joseph R. Alfred, Immanuel United Church of Christ, 9825 S. Campbell Ave., Evergreen Park, IL 60805, USA. Music: Henri Frederick Hemy. Adapted by James George Walton. Words (v 2, 3 and 4): Joseph R. Alfred. Words (v 1), Music, Adaptation: Public Domain. CCLI, LicenSing, OneLicense.net               

*Commissioning and Benediction
	  
*Threefold Amen (Unison)   VU#967

Postlude 
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