




About Us
Our Purpose
“Together we know, grow, show and share the grace and truth of Jesus.”  

Who We Are
HumeRidge Church of Christ is a Christ-centred, multi-generational 
faith community with a rich 140 year history in the city of Toowoomba. 
We provide a warm and welcoming connection for people of all ages, 
backgrounds and cultures as together we know, grow, show and share the 
grace and truth of Jesus.

About HumeRidge
HumeRidge Church of Christ is affiliated with Churches of Christ 
Queensland. There are around 70 Congregations in Queensland and 
around 450 across Australia. Each local church is autonomous and is led by 
a team of appointed leaders.  

At HumeRidge we have a Governance Board of appointed leadership 
(Elders) plus the Senior Pastor. This team has spiritual oversight of the 
church and is responsible for setting policy, strategic vision, church 
governance and pastorally caring for the church community. Elders are 
affirmed by a congregational vote of members each year and the Senior 
Pastor is also affirmed by a congregational vote for an agreed term.

The HumeRidge staff team, led by the Senior Pastor, is responsible for the 
day-to-day leadership and operational ministry across the church - care, 
teaching, and equipping of the church for their role in ministry. With the 
exception of the Senior Pastor, all staff appointments are approved by the 
Senior Pastor and do not go to a congregational vote. 

Three documents may be of assistance in relation to the functional 
operation of the church. These can be made available on request:
• Functional Guidelines – for the operation of the church
• Guiding Principles – for the operation of the Governance Board and staff
• Annual Reports – published each year in conjunction with our AGM.
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About God
God is the Creator and Ruler of the universe. He has eternally existed in 
three persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. These three are co-
equal and are one God. 

“God said, ‘Let us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness...’” 
Genesis 1:26 (see also Genesis 3:22, Psalm 90:2, Matthew 28:19, 2 
Corinthians 13:14 and 1 Peter 1:2).
 
About Jesus Christ
Jesus Christ is God’s Son. He is co-equal with the Father. He lived a sinless 
life and offered Himself as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all people by 
dying on a cross. He arose from the dead after three days to demonstrate 
His power over sin and death. He ascended to Heaven’s glory and will 
return again to earth to reign as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

“Behold, the virgin will be with child and shall bear a Son, and they shall call 
His name Immanuel, which translated means, God with us.” Matthew 1:23 
(see also Isaiah 9:6, John 1:1-5 & 14:10-30, Hebrews 4:14-15, 1 Corinthians 
15:3-4, Acts 1:9-11, 1 Timothy 6:14-15 and Titus 2:13).

About the Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is co-equal with the Father and the Son of God. He is 
present in the world to make people aware of their need for Jesus Christ. 
He also lives in every Christian from the moment of salvation. Being filled 
with the Spirit provides the Christian with power for living, understanding 
of spiritual truth, and guidance in doing what is right. He is the giver of 
spiritual gifts according to His decision and purpose for those who are 
saved. As Christians we seek to live under His control daily.

“...the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” 
2 Corinthians 3:17 (see also John 14:16-17 & 16:7-15, Acts 1:8, 1 Corinthians 
2:12 & 3:16, 1 Corinthians 12:13, Galatians 5:25 and Ephesians 1:13 & 5:18).

Believe
WHAT WE
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About the Bible
The Bible is God’s Word to us. It was written by human authors, under the 
supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit. It is the supreme source of truth 
for Christian belief and living. Because it is inspired by God, it is the truth 
without any mixture of error. Therefore, we encourage daily Bible reading, 
Bible study, Bible memorization and above all application to daily living.

“All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, for training in righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (see also 2 
Peter 1:20-21, 2 Timothy 1:13, Psalm 12:6 & 119:105-160 and Proverbs 30:5. 
Compare Romans 9:17 and Exodus 9:13-16).

About Human Beings
People are made in the spiritual image of God, to be like Him in character. 
People are the supreme object of God’s creation. Although every person 
has tremendous potential for good, all of us are marred by an attitude of 
disobedience and independence towards God. This is called, ‘sin’. This 
attitude separates us from God and causes many problems in life.

“All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own 
way...” Isaiah 53:6a (see also Genesis 1:27, Psalm 8:3-6, Romans 3:23 and 
Isaiah 59:1-2).

About Salvation
Salvation is God’s free gift to us but we must accept it. We can never make 
up for our sin by self improvement or good works. Only by trusting in Jesus 
Christ can anyone be saved from sin’s penalty. When we turn from our
self-ruled life and turn to Jesus in faith we are saved and receive eternal 
life with Him from that moment.

“For grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, 
it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast.” 
Ephesians 2:8-9 (see also Romans 6:23, John 14:6 & 1:12, Titus 3:5, Galatians 
3:26, and Romans 5:1-10).

About Assurance of Salvation
Because God gives us eternal life through Jesus Christ, true believers have 
assurance of salvation for eternity. Salvation by grace is maintained by the 
grace and keeping power of God, and not self-effort.

“…for I know whom I have believed, and I am convinced that He is able to 
guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day.” 2 Timothy 1:12 (see also 
1 Peter 1:3-5 & 23-25, John 10:28-29 and 1 John 5:11-13).
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About the Church
The Church has a special place in the heart of God. Christ loved the Church 
and gave Himself for the Church. The Church is made up of peoples of 
all backgrounds, races, cultures, who have trusted in Jesus Christ as the 
only Saviour and Lord. No Christian can live in isolation for very long. God 
has purposed that the local church be the environment in which believers 
experience loving care, protection and stimulation to grow in their faith. 
Locally the church gathers regularly for worship, teaching, fellowship and 
then it scatters to serve, minister and be Christ’s witnesses.

“…I will build My church...” Matthew 16:18 (see also Ephesians 5:25-27, 
Hebrews 10:23-25, 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 and Ephesians 4:4-16).

About Eternity
People were created to exist for eternity. We will either exist eternally 
separated from God by sin, or eternally with God through forgiveness and 
salvation. Eternal separation from God is Hell. To be eternally in unison 
with God is eternal life. Heaven and Hell are real places.

“And this is the promise which He Himself has made to us: eternal life.” 
1 John 2:25 (see also John 17:3, Romans 6:23, 2 Thessalonians 1:7b-9, 
Matthew 25:41,46).

About Communion
Communion is a symbolic way to remember what it cost Jesus for our 
salvation. As a Church we share in communion together each week, eating 
bread which represents Christ’s body that was broken for us, and drinking 
from the cup which represents His blood that was shed for us. This weekly 
observance serves as a reminder that Jesus alone is the Saviour, who died 
on the cross, in our place, for our sins, to bring us to God.

“This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me... This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.” Luke 22:19-20 
(see also 1 Corinthians 11:23-26).
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About Christian Baptism  
Believer’s baptism is a natural step of faith and obedience when a person 
trusts Jesus Christ for their salvation. HumeRidge Church of Christ 
practices believer’s baptism because the New Testament clearly indicates 
that faith, repentance and confession precede baptism. In fact Jesus 
commanded that we are to make disciples (disciplined followers of Jesus) 
and baptise them.

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Matthew 28:19 
(see also John 4:1-2).

We baptise (immerse believers in water) because:
• Jesus set us an example - Matthew 3:13-17
• Jesus commanded it - Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38
• It symbolizes our death and burial to our old life and the rising and 

walking in new life - Romans 6:1-14
• It is a visual, open witness of our faith in Christ

If you have not been baptised as a believer, consider what the New 
Testament teaches and don’t hesitate to discuss the matter with one of our 
Pastors.

About the Devil
The devil or Satan is an angel, a created spirit who because of pride and 
rebellion fell from fellowship with God and was cast out of heaven by God. 
Although he is not divine, the devil is a powerful spirit being who is the 
sworn enemy of God and all that God has created. He was instrumental 
in the initial sin of man in the garden of Eden and continues to seek to 
destroy human-kind through tempting them to live outside the will of God. 
He faced Christ in combat and lost each time and was mortally wounded 
at the Cross and through the resurrection of Christ from the dead. He is a 
defeated enemy who can be resisted. At the judgment the devil along with 
his fallen demons will be cast into hell.

“Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from 
you.” James 4:7 (see also Ezekiel 28:11-19, Genesis 3:1-5, Ephesians 6:10-18, 
Matthew 4:1-11, Hebrews 2:14-15, 1 Peter 5:8 and Revelation 20:10).
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Membership
ABOUT

Benefits of Membership
1. Membership formalises your sense of belonging. It makes a statement 

that you are committed to this fellowship.
2. Membership emphasises the opportunity to minister to others and puts 

you in a place where you are ministered to.
3. Membership provides protection and security through the prayer, 

pastoral and practical support of the whole church.
4. Membership encourages growth in our walk with Christ, as with fellow 

believers we sharpen and stretch each other. 
5. Membership promotes active participation in the mission and direction 

God calls the church to.
6. Membership connects us to a diverse community of faith – the body  – 

different ages, stages of faith, backgrounds, cultures, experiences, to 
receive and reflect God’s love and value of every person.

Voting
Members 18 years and older are eligible to vote on matters brought to the 
congregation and are expected to exercise that right. Voting is required 
for:
• Appointment of a Senior Pastor
• Election of Elders
• Purchase or sale of the primary church property
• Amending the Functional Guidelines

Members Meetings
An Annual General Meeting (AGM) of church members is held each year 
at a date determined by the board. Prior notice of general business to 
be dealt with at the AGM will be given to members. A special meeting of 
members may be called at any time by the Governance Board, stating the 
nature of the business to be discussed. Any active member is entitled to 
participate in any discussion of any motion.
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Membership
RESPONSIBILITIES OF

Developing Your Relationship with God
We believe that developing your relationship with God is of vital 
importance, and we encourage our members to continue building this 
relationship from wherever they are on their faith journey. Ultimately 
each Christian’s relationship with God is their responsibility, however as 
a Church we seek to encourage and support our members to be faithful 
in their devotional life through prayer, Bible study, Sunday worship and 
fellowship.

Regular Worship & Fellowship
We encourage our members to regularly participate in worship at our 
Sunday services. Worship with God’s people is the overflow of our private 
worship throughout the week. Worshipping as a Church on Sundays is 
an outward expression of our togetherness as one body, under Jesus 
who is the head of the Church. It also provides an opportunity for 
members to engage with Bible teaching, as well as be inspired, motivated 
and encouraged. We also believe that there is great value in sharing in 
communion together each week.

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and 
good deeds, not giving up on meeting together, as some are in the habit of 
doing, but encouraging one another.” Hebrews 10:24.

Prayer
Christians understand intellectually the importance of prayer. In reality 
praying is often an area of weakness for many Christians. In addition to 
private prayer being an area of responsibility, we believe that regularly 
praying with a group of other Christians is a powerful way to support the 
ministry and mission of the church. It also provides a practical means of 
accountability.

“...far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord by failing to pray for 
you.” 1 Samuel 12:23.
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Encouragement
Among the many commands within the New Testament detailing how to 
treat one another, encouragement features prominently. Positive input into 
the lives of other members is a major factor in promoting unity within our 
church. Looking for what is good and Christlike in others, and praising God 
for it, motivates Christians to strive for giving God the best in their lives 
and ministry. Encouragement is not flattery but an honest, positive way 
of speaking into the lives of fellow believers. We desire to see a culture of 
encouragement at HumeRidge.

Witness with Integrity on your Frontline
Taking membership seriously means being a faithful, enthusiastic witness 
in our homes, neighborhood, workplace, and places of recreation (your 
frontline). We are called to be an example of Jesus’ love to all who we 
meet, and we ask that our memebers take this call seriously by living out 
their faith on their frontlines. This means praying for unbelieving contacts, 
inviting them to attend church services or functions and warmly welcoming 
those who visit.

Protecting Unity
The protection of unity in the church is one of our core values. Jesus 
prayed that all those who believe in Him would be one, and be brought to 
complete unity (see John 17:20-26). We are also commanded to be “diligent 
to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” (Ephesians 4:3). 
Jesus said that our unity is one of the indicators to the world that God sent 
Him.

We protect the unity of our church by: 
• acting in love towards other members;
• by refusing to gossip; and
• by accepting and actively supporting the vision, mission, doctrinal

stance, worship and ministry style and the direction of our leadership 
team.  

Pushing an agenda other than that which supports the unity of HumeRidge 
has the potential to cause division and is contrary to God’s will.
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Supporting Appointed Leadership
Leadership at HumeRidge is appointed by the eldership of the church and 
is endorsed by the members of the church. We believe that the leaders 
of HumeRidge are accountable to God, one another and to the church. 
However, the Bible also teaches the importance of followership which 
means recognising that leaders have a spiritual role given by God. Leaders 
need the support and encouragement of church members. 

“Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because 
they keep watch over you as those who must give an account. Do this so 
that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no benefit to 
you.” Hebrews 13:17.

Stewardship
All Christians are to live as stewards of all that God has given. A significant 
part of our stewardship as members of the church is a responsible attitude 
towards money. We encourage our members to faithfully give to our church 
so that we may go out and be God’s hands and feet in our community. It 
is only through the gracious giving of our members that we are able to 
support the many missions and projects that we do, sharing the grace and 
truth of Jesus with all those whose lives we touch.

“Since you excel in so many ways - in your faith, your gifted speakers, your 
love from us - I want you to excel also in this gracious act of giving.” (2 
Corinthians 8:7).
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Give
WHY GOD WANTS ME TO

1. Giving makes me more like God.
“God so loved the world that He gave His only Son.” John 3:16.

 
2. Giving draws me closer to God.

“Where your treasure is, there your heart is also.” Matthew 6:21.

3. Giving is the antidote to materialism.
“Command those who are rich in this present world not to be 
conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, 
who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy. Instruct them to do 
good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share.” 1 
Timothy 6:17-18.

4. Giving strengthens my faith. 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways submit to Him and He will make your 
paths straight.” Proverbs 3:5-9.

5. Giving is an investment for eternity.
“Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous 
and ready to share, storing up for themselves the treasure of a good 
foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is 
truly life.” 1 Timothy 6:18-19.

6. God blesses me in return.
“A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes other will himself be 
refreshed.” Proverbs 11:25.

7. Giving makes me inwardly content.
“Jesus himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than receive’.” Acts 
20:35.
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LifeGroup
CONSIDER JOINING A

Beyond the gathering of our large Sunday services, we believe our faith 
journeys are best supported when we connect with a small gathering of 
people we call a “LifeGroup.” We encourage all members to commit to one 
of our LifeGroups on a regular basis.

Why belong to a LifeGroup?
1. Lasting Relationships are Built. 
In a growing church, the very best place to form and build lasting 
friendship is in a small group of 8 to 12 Christians.

2. Biblical Principles are Learned and Applied to Daily Life. 
LifeGroups are not only where you learn God’s truth for life, but also where 
you can discover how to study and apply God’s Word yourself.

3. Effective Pastoral Care Takes Place. 
Belonging to a LifeGroup is the most effective way to give support, care 
and encouragement in a large church.

4. Non-Threatening Evangelism can Take Place. 
A LifeGroup can provide a community environment which will be attractive 
to non-believers. In groups we speak the gospel and live out its results 
through Godly relationships.

5. Personal Spiritual Growth Happens. 
LifeGroups provide the opportunity for prayer, worship, study, fellowship 
and accountability to one another to grow in Christ. It’s a great setting for 
growth, for Christians at all stages of maturity.

6. Ministries are Discovered and Leaders are Developed.
There is no better place to find and then exercise your ministry than to the 
members of your LifeGroup. Leaders are also best identified and grown 
within the small group.
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Member
BECOMING A HUMERIDGE

Membersip Requirements
• Membership is comprised of those who align with, and who are 

committed to, the life and ministry of this church.
• The church membership consists of believers who have confessed their 

faith in Christ (see Romans 10:9-10) and repented of their sin (see Acts 
3:19). We also highly encouarage members be baptised into Christ (see 
Matthew 28:19).

• Anyone seeking to become a member is first required to attend a 
membership information session.

• A Membership application form will be offered to prospective members 
by an Elder or Ministry Team Member at this information session.

• Membership applications will be approved by the Board.

In summary
By becoming a member of HumeRidge Church, a believer clearly expresses 
a commitment to Jesus, and His Church, and takes some responsibility 
for its effectiveness. A member is not a spectator but a participant; not 
a consumer but a contributor. We expect members to partner together 
at HumeRidge to be of one mind with us in our doctrinal stand, our core 
values, and missional outlook. We expect members to support the work of 
the church financially, attend worship services regularly, be involved in a 
LifeGroup and express their spiritual gifts by being involved in some area 
of ministry or service.

“As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so 
that the whole body [or church] is healthy and growing and full of love.” 
(Ephesians 4:16). 
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