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Today we’re going to spend our time in Daniel 5, so if you have your bible, you can go ahead and turn to Daniel 5. And you can just lay your Bible on your lap because we’re going to pop in and out, pause at times, as we work through this whole chapter.

Daniel 5 is a rather sad commentary about the demise of a young king named Belshazzar.
· History portrays him as a brilliant young man. Yet, in Scripture, he’s also described as young man who was full of pride and consumed by pleasure.

And the sad part about Belshazzar’s demise, is that his mistakes were avoidable.
· His downfall was avoidable.

PAUSE
Changing the oil with dad.
· Learn from my mistakes.
· Chances are you can think of similar examples.

And since Belshazzar’s mistakes were avoidable, I want us to identify his pitfalls and mistakes as we walk through Daniel 5 today, so that we can avoid making avoidable mistakes.

So, if you’ve found Daniel 5 and you’re ready to go say, “I’m ready.” Alright, let’s go to work…
Daniel 5:1-4 NLT Many years later King Belshazzar gave a great feast for 1,000 of his nobles, and he drank wine with them. 2 While Belshazzar was drinking the wine, he gave orders to bring in the gold and silver cups that his predecessor, Nebuchadnezzar, had taken from the Temple in Jerusalem. He wanted to drink from them with his nobles, his wives, and his concubines. 3 So they brought these gold cups taken from the Temple, the house of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his nobles, his wives, and his concubines drank from them. 4 While they drank from them they praised their idols made of gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone.

CONTEXT
By this point in history, Nebuchadnezzar has passed from the scene and his grandson Belshazzar is now ruling Babylon.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Stephen R. Miller, Daniel, vol. 18, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1994), 147.] 


Now for a while, Babylon had been under siege by the Persian army.
· A common warfare tactic of antiquity was to surround the walls of a city with an army and just wait until the people ran out of food and supplies. 
· If you cut off their food and water, eventually they’ll have to come out.
· Well, this strategy didn’t work with Babylon because the Euphrates River ran under the wall of the city and inside, they had enough room to grow their crops, plenty of water, and the walls around the city were so big that 12 chariots could ride abreast on top of them, so they were able to withstand the siege. 

So, one morning this young, prideful king wakes up and looks over his city, convinces himself the Persians can’t touch him, and he decides to throw a party unlike anything ever seen in Babylon. 
· So, they make plans, and they begin to party, and you can picture the scene, right? 
· They’re in the hanging gardens built by Nebuchadnezzar, one of the 7 wonders of the world.
· The moon is up, a gentle breeze blowing through the banquet hall, you can see the beautiful chandeliers, ornate decor, you can hear the orchestra playing, everyone is dressed in their finest outfit, dancers are dancing. 

Belshazzar and all his friends laughing and living it up.
But late into the night, when the wine began to go to his head, Belshazzar decides to give out party favors…
· He orders the gold and silver vessels of God that had been taken from the temple in Jerusalem be brought into his drunken orgy so that he, his nobles, his wives, and his concubines might fill them with wine and drink toasts to the pagan gods of Babylon.

These aren’t just cups; these vessels had been dedicated to God for use in the rituals of the temple. 2 Chronicles 4.
· Daniel reminds us that the temple in Jerusalem was holy. It was the place of worship, it was the house of God, and these cups had been set apart for holy use in the house of God. 

PAUSE
Church, here’s the first avoidable mistake in the life of Belshazzar…
I. He did unholy things with what God had deemed as holy.
I mean, even by pagan standards, this was an incredibly blasphemous act against Yahweh, the God of Israel.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Miller, Daniel, 153.] 


And if we want to learn from his mistake, we must take care not to do unholy things with what God has deemed as holy.

PAUSE 
Now maybe you’re thinking, well pastor, we don’t use sacred vessels in the same way today, so what has God deemed as holy for us in 2023?

1 Corinthians 3:16-17 ESV Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? 17 If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you are that temple.
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 NLT Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God? You do not belong to yourself, 20 for God bought you with a high price. So you must honor God with your body. 

When we hear the word temple today our minds think OT, right? But after the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, at the very moment of salvation we become the dwelling place of God—every believer is a temple of the Holy Spirit.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Glen Spencer Jr., 1 Corinthians: Divine Help for a Divided Church, Expository Pulpit Series (Wordsearch, 2018), 170.] 


So, God has deemed our bodies as holy, and since He has deemed our bodies as holy, we are not to do unholy things with what which God has deemed as holy.

PAUSE
Don’t have time to get into the whole background of 1 Corinthians, but obviously, it was very difficult to be a Christian in first century Corinth. 
· Corinth was a highly sexualized, promiscuous, and controversial society. 
· The Corinthians loved worldly wisdom, celebrity athletes, and superstitiously sought the blessings of the “gods.” 
· Sounds familiar, right?

But here’s the deal with Corinth, the Corinthian believers understood that sinners are justified through faith in Jesus Christ. 
· They understood that on cross He absorbed the wrath of God against our sin. They understood that righteousness comes only through Christ.

However, they did not clearly understand the fact that Christians must stop thinking and acting like pagans once they came to faith in Christ. 
· That was their hang up.
· They recognized their need for Jesus, but they did not grasp the importance/necessity of leaving their pagan lifestyles behind.

PAUSE
The reality is, we live in a culture and society that is no different than Babylon or Corinth. 
· We hear the same messages all the time.
· There are no limits, nothing is out of bounds, we can profess faith in Christ and live lives that look no different from Corinthian pagans.

So, what does Paul do? He presses the Corinthian Christians, and us, to think about everything in light of the cross of Jesus Christ. 
· And I want you to track Paul’s argument here…

If we belong to Christ, if we profess faith in Jesus Christ, then we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit. 

And if we belong to Christ and are indwelt by the HS – then we have been bought with a price, the shed blood of Jesus Christ.
· And since we’ve been bought at such a high price, we cannot do and think as we please because we are no longer our own. We belong to a risen Savior.

And since we belong to a Risen Savior, we must be careful not to be involved in anything that would bring reproach upon the name of God. Nothing that would be amiss in God’s temple is fitting in the child of God.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Leon Morris, 1 Corinthians: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 7, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1985), 102.] 


PAUSE
Alan Redpath, well-known British evangelist of the 20th century, wrote:
“You who have been playing fast and loose with your body, you who have been letting the standard down and not caring, you who have allowed the spirit of the age to catch you: remember you have been bought with a price. Therefore, it follows that you are not your own. The greatest tyrant in life is self: the demand for freedom from restraint, a me first attitude... But the Bible says we are not our own, and what a real comfort that is! Again, I say, if you refuse to acknowledge that, you have no right to claim salvation. If you refuse the implication of His claim upon you, then what business have you to hide in the shelter of John 3:16? You cannot have the grace of God without the government of God. Real deliverance demands real holiness. The price of His precious blood demands a practical surrender of all your body. You cannot have free salvation unless, as you accept it gladly from the risen Saviour, you acknowledge, I am no longer my own; I am bought with a price. Then if that is true, let me say this quietly but firmly: you have no right to injure God’s property. If any man defile the temple of God, him will God destroy. You have no right to drunkenness, immorality, uncleanness. You have no right to indulgence or laziness. You have no right to lack of control in any appetite. Furthermore, you have no right to let yourself lie waste. If you belong to the Lord, then you should be going to work for Him. You have no right to any reservations, no right to self-government. When Satan comes with all his insinuations, you must tell him that you are not your own. Every power and faculty, all the time, is altogether God’s.”[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Spencer, 1 Corinthians: Divine Help for a Divided Church,), 171–173.] 

What’s the verdict with us? Are we living our lives like we belong to God, or are we playing fast and loose with our bodies?
· The first lesson from Belshazzar, don’t do unholy things with what God has deemed as holy. 

Now let’s keep reading…
Daniel 5:5-9 NLT Suddenly, they saw the fingers of a human hand writing on the plaster wall of the king’s palace, near the lampstand. The king himself saw the hand as it wrote, 6 and his face turned pale with fright. His knees knocked together in fear and his legs gave way beneath him. 7 The king shouted for the enchanters, astrologers, and fortune-tellers to be brought before him. He said to these wise men of Babylon, “Whoever can read this writing and tell me what it means will be dressed in purple robes of royal honor and will have a gold chain placed around his neck. He will become the third highest ruler in the kingdom!” 8 But when all the king’s wise men had come in, none of them could read the writing or tell him what it meant. 9 So the king grew even more alarmed, and his face turned pale. His nobles, too, were shaken.

So, Belshazzar stands to toast the gods of gold, silver, wood, and stone, but suddenly a huge lifeless hand begins writing on the wall. 

If you could picture the banquet scene, just imagine this moment…
The drinking stops, the laughter ceases, the music dies down, and you can hear a woman scream and faint in the background. Belshazzar, the fearless one, jumps to his feet but he’s shaking uncountably. 
· For a moment, it seems as though he’s just going to come apart at the joints. 
· He knows instinctively that this message is for him.
· He senses that something of eternal importance is taking place.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Albert J. Kempin, Daniel for Today (James L. Fleming, 2005), Da 5.] 


He tries to read that message, but he can’t. 
· So, what does Belshazzar do?
· He turns to the world hoping to find godly answers.

Here’s the second avoidable mistake we see in the downfall of Belshazzar…
II. He looked for godly answers in worldly places.
When life was difficult, when he needed wisdom, when he needed direction, he turned to worldly sources for answers. 

And church, this is a vivid reminder for us, his enchanters, astrologers, and fortune-tellers failed him miserably.
· Belshazzar nearly offered to give him everything he had, but even with all the riches of Babylon, Belshazzar couldn’t find godly answers in worldly places. 

PAUSE
Church, the NT refers to the people of God as the ekklesia. It’s the Greek word for church, “the called of Jesus Christ.” But the word is ekklesia, comes from the verb meaning “to call out.” 
· So, as God’s people we have been called out of a world system that is hostile to God.

This does not mean that we are to isolate ourselves from this world…
· However, as the called people of Jesus Christ, we do not look for godly answers in worldly places.
· We go to God for answers. We go to His Word.

Daniel 5:10-16 NLT But when the queen mother heard what was happening, she hurried to the banquet hall. She said to Belshazzar, “Long live the king! Don’t be so pale and frightened. 11 There is a man in your kingdom who has within him the spirit of the holy gods. During Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, this man was found to have insight, understanding, and wisdom like that of the gods. Your predecessor, the king—your predecessor King Nebuchadnezzar—made him chief over all the magicians, enchanters, astrologers, and fortune-tellers of Babylon. 12 This man Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar, has exceptional ability and is filled with divine knowledge and understanding. He can interpret dreams, explain riddles, and solve difficult problems. Call for Daniel, and he will tell you what the writing means.” 13 So Daniel was brought in before the king. The king asked him, “Are you Daniel, one of the exiles brought from Judah by my predecessor, King Nebuchadnezzar? 14 I have heard that you have the spirit of the gods within you and that you are filled with insight, understanding, and wisdom. 15 My wise men and enchanters have tried to read the words on the wall and tell me their meaning, but they cannot do it. 16 I am told that you can give interpretations and solve difficult problems. If you can read these words and tell me their meaning, you will be clothed in purple robes of royal honor, and you will have a gold chain placed around your neck. You will become the third highest ruler in the kingdom.”

Twice Belshazzar said, I have heard of you before…
You know, when I was kid one of my favorite things to do was to stay all night at my mamaw and papaws house. People say grandparents spoil their grandchildren, my grandparents spoiled me, and I still am today. I loved going to their house.

ILLUSTRATION: Coal Truck Story…

But you know, I can just imagine when Belshazzar went to his grandma and grandpas house and he would play and go out in Nebuchadnezzar’s garage and get into his tools and make messes, all the stuff grandkids do…but eventually when it was time for bed, I can just hear Nebuchadnezzar say, “Belshazzar, let me to you a story about a time 3 men were put into a furnace and they walked out without their clothes even smelling of smoke.”

I imagine he heard that story a hundred times growing up. 

But hearing is not enough. A third avoidable mistake in the life of Belshazzar…
III. He disregarded trusted voices.
Whatever Belshazzar heard about God from the lips of Nebuchadnezzar, he ignored it. 
· It never sank in…

And for us who live in the Bible belt this is a great reminder.
Just knowing about God is not enough. Knowing about the gospel is not enough. 
· Belshazzar said, “Oh yea, I’ve heard about Daniel.”

Jesus spoke about this after the Sermon on the Mount when He shared the story of the wise and foolish builders.

And He said it’s foolish to believe the idea that simply knowing about God is enough to save you… Jesus says you are building your life on a sandy foundation when you believe the idea that knowing about God is enough.

You can know every word to every song in the hymn book, you can know the Scripture, but if it doesn’t make a difference in here, if it doesn’t change anything about your life, it’s a waste of time.

Daniel 5:17-31 NLT Daniel answered the king, “Keep your gifts or give them to someone else, but I will tell you what the writing means. 18 Your Majesty, the Most High God gave sovereignty, majesty, glory, and honor to your predecessor, Nebuchadnezzar. 19 He made him so great that people of all races and nations and languages trembled before him in fear. He killed those he wanted to kill and spared those he wanted to spare. He honored those he wanted to honor and disgraced those he wanted to disgrace. 20 But when his heart and mind were puffed up with arrogance, he was brought down from his royal throne and stripped of his glory. 21 He was driven from human society. He was given the mind of a wild animal, and he lived among the wild donkeys. He ate grass like a cow, and he was drenched with the dew of heaven, until he learned that the Most High God rules over the kingdoms of the world and appoints anyone he desires to rule over them. 22 “You are his successor, O Belshazzar, and you knew all this, yet you have not humbled yourself. 23 For you have proudly defied the Lord of heaven and have had these cups from his Temple brought before you. You and your nobles and your wives and concubines have been drinking wine from them while praising gods of silver, gold, bronze, iron, wood, and stone—gods that neither see nor hear nor know anything at all. But you have not honored the God who gives you the breath of life and controls your destiny! 24 So God has sent this hand to write this message. 25 “This is the message that was written: Mene, Mene, Tekel, and Parsin. 26 This is what these words mean: Mene means ‘numbered’—God has numbered the days of your reign and has brought it to an end. 27 Tekel means ‘weighed’—you have been weighed on the balances and have not measured up. 28 Parsin means ‘divided’—your kingdom has been divided and given to the Medes and Persians.” 29 Then at Belshazzar’s command, Daniel was dressed in purple robes, a gold chain was hung around his neck, and he was proclaimed the third highest ruler in the kingdom. 30 That very night Belshazzar, the Babylonian king, was killed. 31 And Darius the Mede took over the kingdom at the age of sixty-two.

Leading up to Daniel 5, there’s a strong contrast between Nebuchadnezzar’s actions and those of Belshazzar. Nebuchadnezzar had been proud, yet he repented. On the other hand, Belshazzar, “his grandson,” refused to humble himself before God.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Miller, Daniel, 163.] 

· Belshazzar had seen with his own eyes all that happened to Nebuchadnezzar, yet he deliberately chose to worship the idols of Babylon.

And church, to me, the ending to this story is so weird. 
Daniel interprets the writing on the wall, presents God’s case against Belshazzar: that he is filled with pride; he has desecrated the temple vessels; he has rebelled against the God of heaven.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  Willem A. VanGemeren, “Daniel,” in Evangelical Commentary on the Bible, vol. 3, Baker Reference Library (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1995), 595.] 


And what does Belshazzar do? He gives Daniel the rewards he promised, and then we hear crickets.
· There’s no indication that Belshazzar even considered repenting of his sins.
· A few hours later, his life on this earth ended as did the kingdom he ruled.
· I don’t know how many hours passed between Daniel’s interpretation and Belshazzar’s execution, but there’s no evidence that Belshazzar even attempted repenting of his sin and rebellion.

The last avoidable mistake from the life of Belshazzar…
IV. It seems he wasted his opportunities to repent.
· A few hours later he stepped onto God’s scales, and he was found wanting.
· While the scales of public opinion, false religions, and shallow philosophies will always approve of characters like Belshazzar, God found him wanting in humility, purity, sincerity, and morality.

PAUSE
Church, this is where things get real for us with Daniel 5…

Just like Belshazzar, every one of us will be weighed in the balances of God’s justice. 
· Our days are numbered, our life will be measured, and we will face an outcome!

So, the question we must ask ourselves is this…
If God were to weigh us today, would we be found wanting? 
· Wanting in salvation? 
· On the day we’re weighed in God’s scales, either we will stand with Jesus, the one who died for our sins and balances the scales in our favor, or we will stand with Belshazzar, and we’ll be found wanting.
· Sanctification? humility? honesty? love? mercy? obedience to the will of God?

If we were called to step into God’s scales right now, how would we fare? 

PAUSE
You know church, I have this fear that many of us, if not all of us here today, look at someone like Belshazzar and think, “I get it preacher, but we aren’t like Belshazzar.”
· But I wonder if we’re more like Belshazzar than we realize.
· He was so busy living it up, partying with his wives and concubines. He was so busy doing his thing he didn’t even recognize the direction his life was headed.
· It literally took an armless, lifeless hand, writing on the wall to get his attention.

He was so busy he didn’t even recognize where his choices were leading.
· He was so busy he couldn’t recognize how serious his idolatry was.
· He was so busy he couldn’t recognize his pride.
· He was so busy he couldn’t recognize his obsession with pleasure.

When we consider Belshazzar from that perspective, are we all that different?

PAUSE
What do we need to recognize that is amiss in our lives today? What do we need to recognize that is not, and never will be appropriate in the temple of God?
· We may never see a lifeless hand, writing on the wall, but God does write on the consciences of men and women. 
· He has written in His Word.
· He writes on the wall through the conviction of the HS.

When we do recognize what’s amiss, what are we going to do about it? 
Real deliverance demands real holiness, real repentance. The price of Christ’s precious blood demands a practical surrender of all our bodies. We cannot have free salvation unless, as we accept it gladly from the risen Savior, we acknowledge, we are no longer our own; we have been bought with a price.
