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Sodom’s Depravity
Genesis 19:1 Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the

gate of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them, and he bowed himself with his face
toward the ground. 1

These were the angels who, with God, had visited Abraham (18:22). They had taken human form (v.
10; called “men”). Lot was sitting in the gate. Since city officials and other prominent citizens
conducted the community’s affairs at the gate, Lot participated there as a judge (v. 9).1

Genesis 19:2 And he said, “Here now, my lords, please turn in to your servant’s house and
spend the night, and wash your feet; then you may rise early and go on your way.” And they
said, “No, but we will spend the night in the open square.” 1

Lot’s invitation to the two angels (vv. 1-3) to partake themselves of his hospitality was most likely not
just courtesy, but an effort to protect them from the known perversity of the Sodomites.1

Genesis 19:3 But he insisted strongly; so they turned in to him and entered his house. Then
he made them a feast, and baked unleavened bread, and they ate.

Genesis 19:4 Now before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both old and
young, all the people from every quarter, surrounded the house. 1

Both the size of the lustful mob of men boisterously milling around Lot’s house and the widespread
nature of Sodom’s moral perversion received emphasis both from the additional qualifiers used (“all
the people from every quarter” and “both young and old”). Even acknowledging legitimate
exaggeration in this use of “all” would not detract from this emphasis—this was indeed a wicked city!1

Genesis 19:5 And they called to Lot and said to him, “Where are the men who came to you
tonight? Bring them out to us that we may know them carnally.” 1

They sought homosexual relations with the visitors. God’s attitude toward this vile behavior became
clear when He destroyed the city (vv. 23—29). Leviticus 18:22 You shall not lie with a male as with a
woman. It is an abomination.; Romans 1:26 For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For
even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. :27 Likewise also the men,
leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing
what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due.; 1 Corinthians
6:9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived.
Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, :10 nor thieves,
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. :11 And
such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.; 1 Timothy 1:9 knowing this: that the law is not
made for a righteous person, but for the lawless and insubordinate, for the ungodly and for sinners,
for the unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, :10 for
fornicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers, for liars, for perjurers, and if there is any other thing that is
contrary to sound doctrine, :11 according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God which was
committed to my trust.1

Genesis 19:6 So Lot went out to them through the doorway, shut the door behind him, :7 and
said, “Please, my brethren, do not do so wickedly!

Genesis 19:8 See now, | have two daughters who have not known a man; please, let me bring
them out to you, and you may do to them as you wish; only do nothing to these men, since
this is the reason they have come under the shadow of my roof.” 1

The constraints of Eastern hospitality and the very purpose for which Lot had invited the visitors in
(vv. 2, 3), compelled Lot to offer his daughters for a less deviant kind of wickedness, so as to protect
his guests. This foolish effort shows that while Lot was right with God (2Pe 2:7, 8), he had contented
himself with some sins and weak faith rather than leaving Sodom. But God was gracious to him
because he was righteous, by faith, before God.1

Genesis 19:9 And they said, “Stand back!” Then they said, “This one came in to stay here, and
he keeps acting as a judge; now we will deal worse with you than with them.” So they pressed
hard against the man Lot, and came near to break down the door.
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Their accusation suggests Lot had made moral pronouncements before, but his evaluation was no
longer tolerable. pressed hard.

Genesis 19:10 But the men reached out their hands and pulled Lot into the house with them,
and shut the door.

Genesis 19:11 And they struck the men who were at the doorway of the house with blindness,
both small and great, so that they became weary trying to find the door.

Sodom and Gomorrah Destroyed
Genesis 19:12 Then the men said to Lot, “Have you anyone else here? Son-in-law, your sons,
your daughters, and whomever you have in the city—take them out of this place!

Genesis 19:13 For we will destroy this place, because the outcry against them has grown
great before the face of the Lord, and the Lord has sent us to destroy it.”

Genesis 19:14 So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who had married his daughters,
and said, “Get up, get out of this place; for the Lord will destroy this city!” But to his sons-in-
law he seemed to be joking.

Genesis 19:15 When the morning dawned, the angels urged Lot to hurry, saying, “Arise, take
your wife and your two daughters who are here, lest you be consumed in the punishment of
the city.”

Genesis 19:16 And while he lingered, the men took hold of his hand, his wife’s hand, and the
hands of his two daughters, the Lord being merciful to him, and they brought him out and set
him outside the city. 1

This reason, elsewhere described as God having remembered Abraham (v. 29), is why, in the face of
Lot’s seeming reluctance to leave (“hesitated”), the angels personally and forcefully escorted him and
his family beyond the city’s precincts.1

Genesis 19:17 So it came to pass, when they had brought them outside, that he said, “Escape
for your life! Do not look behind you nor stay anywhere in the plain. Escape to the mountains,
lest you be destroyed.”

Genesis 19:18 Then Lot said to them, “Please, no, my lords! :19 Indeed now, your servant has
found favor in your sight, and you have increased your mercy which you have shown me by
saving my life; but | cannot escape to the mountains, lest some evil overtake me and | die.

Genesis 19:20 See now, this city is near enough to flee to, and it is a little one; please let me
escape there (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall live.”

Genesis 19:21 And he said to him, “See, | have favored you concerning this thing also, in that |
will not overthrow this city for which you have spoken.

Genesis 19:22 Hurry, escape there. For | cannot do anything until you arrive there.” Therefore
the name of the city was called Zoar.

Genesis 19:23 The sun had risen upon the earth when Lot entered Zoar. :24 Then the Lord
rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, from the Lord out of the heavens. 4

When morning came (v. 23) judgment fell. 14

Any natural explanation, about how the Lord used combustible sulfur deposits to destroy that locale,
falters on this emphatic indication of miraculous judgment. 24

“Brimstone” could refer to any inflammable substance; perhaps a volcanic eruption and an
earthquake with a violent electrical storm “overthrew” (v. 25) the area. 34

That area is now believed to be under the south end of the Dead Sea. Burning gases, sulfur, and
magma blown into the air all fell to bury the region. 44
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