


The Source is Reliable







Trust the Source
Do we have any idea what was originally written?

• Authorship

• The reliability GAP

• The oldest OT manuscripts

• The oldest NT manuscripts

• What about all the other books that 
got left out?

• What the sources of the bible do for 
our trust in the reliability of the 
scriptures.



Authorship
Rule of Canon

• Apostolic Origin

• Recognition by the Early Church

• Apostolic Content



Reliability Gap
How much time?

• Definition

• Ancient examples

• New Testament Examples

• What this means for trusting in 

the accuracy of your Bible.









Oldest OT Manuscripts

• Codex Cairensis

• Nash Papyrus

• Dead Sea Scrolls

https://archive.org/details/CodexCairensis/page/176/mode/2up
https://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/view/MS-OR-00233/1
http://dss.collections.imj.org.il/










Oldest NT Manuscripts

Papyrus fragments

• P90 and P104

• P98

• P52

• What this means for trusting in 
the reliability of your Bible.

• Original Languages

https://www.academic-bible.com/en/online-bibles/novum-testamentum-graece-na-28/read-the-bible-text/


What about all the other books that got left out?

• What is the OT Apocrypha?





What about all the other books that got left out?

• What are the NT Apocrypha and 
Pseudepigrapha writings?





What about all the 
other books 
(sources) that got 
left out?

• Was something 
nefarious going on with 
the canonization of the 
bible?



What the sources of the Bible 
do for our trust in the 
reliability of the Scriptures.

1. The sources indicate something 
miraculous is going on. 

2. The claims concerning a 
coverup or diabolical 
canonization are just 
conspiracies and are designed 
to lure you away.

3. We can trust that the Bible is 
God’s word.



The Ancient Copying of the Bible is Trustworthy



Did someone change 

what was written?

• What is transmission?

• What is a variant? (Poor 
transcription)

• Thank God for the monks.

• The importance of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls for trusting in the 
transmission of the OT.

• Go online and see for yourself.

https://www.deadseascrolls.org.il/explore-the-archive


What is Transmission?

• Definition

• What is textual criticism?





What is a Variant?

• Example of a Variant Map

• Example from the Greek text











How does Transmission study help us?

• Inspired and without error as originally given

• Trustworthy as copied and passed on

• Miraculous to be so accurate



Putting Ancient Documents into the Languages of Today



Trust the Translation

Was it just lost in translation?

• The written languages of the 
bible.

• The Bible Jesus read.

• The earliest translations of the 
New Testament.

• The Latin texts.

• The English translations.

• Modern translations.



Old Testament
Hebrew and Aramaic

Biblical, or Classical Hebrew

Aramaic 



New Testament
Koine Greek

• Not the same as Classical Greek

• Developed from various Greek 
dialects and became the 
“Common” language.

• Used by Alexander the Great and 
required of conquered nations.

• Septuagint was the first 
translation of the OT into Greek.



Translations of the New Testament

• Latin Vetus Latina

• Latin Vulgate

• 500AD

• Wycliffe

• Guttenberg

• Tyndale

• King James

• Modern Translations



The Translation Spectrum

• Formal

• Functional

• Free



What’s the Issue?

• These are dead languages. How can we know what the original words mean?

• In translating, can you capture the true meaning as originally written?

• Poetry

• Nuance

• Word plays

• Culture in mind

• Audience in mind



How Does Translating Help Us?

• A good translation helps us understand what is written (or heard)

• The Bible connects deeply when it is read in our heart language

• The Bible is one of the primary ways we encounter God.
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