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INTRODUCTION
Though Jesus was a devout Jew who practiced his faith, he was criticized for eating with tax
collectors and sinners—the religiously nonobservant. Jesus criticizes the self-righteous and
reminds us that mercy is to be at the heart of our religious practices. God continues to be made
known in those on the margins of society, like Matthew the tax collector and the hemorrhaging
woman. As we gather each Lord’s day we receive the healing that makes us well and sends us
forth to be signs of God’s mercy for the world.

WELCOME
PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,

who greets us in this and every season,
whose word never fails,

whose promise is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of our neighbors.

Merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned.
We have hurt our community.

We have squandered your blessings.
We have hoarded your bounty.

In the name of Jesus,

forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Righteous God,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have failed to be honest.

We have lacked the courage to speak.
We have spoken falsely.

In the name of Jesus,

forgive us and grant us your mercy.



God is a cup of cold water when we thirst.
God offers boundless grace when we fail.

Claim the gift of God’s mercy
you are freed and forgiven

in the name of I Jesus Christ.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG

Come, We That Love the Lord (ELW 625)
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1 Come, we that love the Lord, and let our joys be known;
2 Let those re - fuse to sing who nev-er knew our God;
3 The hill of Zi - on yields a thou-sand sa - cred sweets
4 Then let our songs a-bound, and ev - ry tear be dry;
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join in a song with sweet ac - cord, join in a song with
but chil - dren of the heav’'n - ly King, but  chil - dren of the
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sweet ac-cord and thus
heav’'n-ly King may tell

heav’'n-ly fields, or walk the

sur - round the throne, and thus sur-round the throne.

their joys

a-broad, may tell
gold - en streets, or walk the gold-en

their joys

a - broad.
streets.

man-uel’s ground, to  fair - er worlds on high, to fair - er worlds on high.
Refrain
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we’re march-ing up-wardto Zi - on, the beau-ti-ful cit-y of God.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, stanzas; Robert Lowry, 1826-1899, refrain
Music: MARCHING TO ZION, Robert Lowry



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the power of your Spirit bring
healing to this wounded world, and raise us to the new life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

TIME WITH CHILDREN

FIRST READING: Hosea 5:15--6:6
A reading from Hosea.
] will return again to my place
until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face.
In their distress they will beg my favor:

o1“Come, let us return to the LORD;
for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us;
he has struck down, and he will bind us up.
’After two days he will revive us;
on the third day he will raise us up,
that we may live before him.
3Let us know, let us press on to know the LORD;
his appearing is as sure as the dawn;
he will come to us like the showers,
like the spring rains that water the earth.”

“What shall | do with you, O Ephraim?
What shall | do with you, O Judah?
Your love is like a morning cloud,
like the dew that goes away early.
*Therefore | have hewn them by the prophets,
| have killed them by the words of my mouth,
and my judgment goes forth as the light.
°For | desire steadfast love and not sacrifice,
the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25

A reading from Romans.

3The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. *“If it is the adherents of the law who
are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. *°For the law brings wrath; but where
there is no law, neither is there violation.

'For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, '’as it is written, “I have made you
the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life
to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. ‘**Hoping against hope, he
believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So
numerous shall your descendants be.” *’He did not weaken in faith when he considered his
own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when
he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. “°No distrust made him waver concerning the
promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, **being fully convinced
that God was able to do what he had promised. ’Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as
righteousness.” 2>Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone,
*“put for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from
the dead, °who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our
justification.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Al - le-Iu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
°As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said
to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him.

OAnd as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were sitting
with him and his disciples. **"When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does
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your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” *?’But when he heard this, he said, “Those
who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. >*Go and learn what this
means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For | have come to call not the righteous but sinners.”

8While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the synagogue came in and
knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just died; but come and lay your hand on her, and
she will live.” *?And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. °Then suddenly a woman
who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years came up behind him and touched
the fringe of his cloak, *‘for she said to herself, “If | only touch his cloak, | will be made well.”
*?)Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.”
And instantly the woman was made well. 2*When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the
flute players and the crowd making a commotion, **he said, “Go away; for the girl is not dead
but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. 2°But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in
and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. “°And the report of this spread throughout that
district.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON




HYMN OF THE DAY Great God, Your Love Has Called Us (ELW 358)
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1 Great God, your love has «called us here, as we, by Ilove, for
2 We come with self - in - flict - ed pains of bro-ken trust and
3 Great God, in Christ you «call our name and then re- ceive us
4 Then take the towel, and break the bread, and hum - ble us, and
5 Great God, in Christ you set us free your life to live, your
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love were made. Your liv - ing like - ness still we bear,
cho - sen wrong, half - free, half - bound by in - ner chains,
as your  own, not through some mer - it, right, or claim,
call us friends. Suf - fer and serve till all are fed,
joy to share. Give us  your Spir - it’s lib - er - ty
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though marred, dis - hon - ored, dis - 0o - beyed. We come, with all our
by so - cial forc - es swept a - long, by pow’rs and sys - tems
but by your gra - cious love a - lone. We strain to glimpse your
and show how grand - ly love in - tends to work till all cre -
to turn  from guilt and dull de - spair, and of - fer all that
0 4 .
##IQ - I I ! I . i T .
GRSES == EErES e
heart and mind your call to hear, your Ilove to find.
close con-fined, yet seek - ing hope for hu - man - kind.
mer - Ccy seat and find you kneel - ing at our feet.
a - tion sings, to fill all worlds, to crown all things.
faith can do while love is mak - ing all things new.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936

Music: RYBURN, Norman Cocker, 1889-1953

Text © 1977, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music © Oxford University Press. Used by permission.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Our prayer today, at the beginning of Pride Month, is for all who are victims of cruel laws and
petty laws,

those who're subjected to prejudice

denied opportunities, excluded, pushed to margins.

The Lord our God is one:

We will love with all our heart, all our soul, all our strength.



Our prayer today is for all those who are betrayed,

who don’t know loyalty, who fear to trust, or to love,

and who don’t realize that they’re already loved by you.

The Lord our God is one:

We will love with all our heart, all our soul, all our strength.

Our prayer today is for the landless and homeless,

the refugee and evicted,

those who find themselves in foreign places and strange places.
The Lord our God is one:

We will love with all our heart, all our soul, all our strength.

Our prayer today is for the overworked and the underpaid,

for those in dangerous work and those in compassionate work,
for those who long to work but are denied the opportunity
The Lord our God is one:

We will love with all our heart, all our soul, all our strength.

Our prayer today is for the Church, for all the branches of the vine
including this one we gather as part of, today:

body of Christ, people of Christ,

for whom the Lord our God is one:

We will love with all our heart, all our soul, all our strength.

Our prayer today is for the creation gifts,

this earth in all its mighty wonder, yet tender fragility,

the gifts of life and resources to treasure.

The Lord our God is one:

We will love with all our heart, all our soul, all our strength.

Our prayer today is for those who lie close to our hearts

those who we worry about, those whom we miss,

those who carry disproportionate burdens at this time who we name now aloud or in our
hearts...

The Lord our God is one:
We will love with all our heart, all our soul, all our strength.

Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
AMEN

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING — THANK YOU! YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church

app!

OFFERTORY

OFFERING SONG
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your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it.

Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER

God of field and forest, sea and sky,

you are the giver of all good things.

Sustain us with these gifts of your creation,
and multiply your graciousness in us,

that the world may be fed with your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho -1ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation,
the plants and animals,
the seas and stars
were whole and well in your praise.
When sin had scarred the world,
you sent your Son to heal our ills
and to form us again into one.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:




This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,

his acts of healing,

his body given up,

and his victory over death,

we await that day when all the peoples of the earth

will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:

as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,

so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,

that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church,

both now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All people are called to Christ’s table.
Come, eat what is good.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
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AGNUS DEI
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We thank you, generous God,

for the refreshment we have received

at your banquet table.

Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world,
through the one who is our dearest treasure,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The God of all,

who raised *+ Jesus from the dead,

bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit
to live in the new creation.

Amen.
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SENDING SONG Come, Join the Dance of Trinity (ELW 412)
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Come, join the dance of Trin-i - ty, be - fore all worlds be - gun—
Come, see the face of Trin-i-ty, new-born in Beth - le - hem;
Come, speak a - loud of Trin-i-ty, as wind and tongues of flame
With - in the dance of Trin-i - ty, be - fore all worlds be - gun,
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the in - ter-weav-ing of the Three, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son.
then blood-ied by a crown of thorns out - side Je - ru - sa - lem.
set  peo-ple free at Pen-te - cost to tell the Sav -ior’s name.
we sing the prais -es of the Three, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son.

“ # [ , . | —
- | | | | | | | | | |
:@D—P—P—I i o S~ e e
v R — | 1 | — -

The u - ni- verse of space and time did not a - rise by chance,
The dance of Trin -1 - ty is meant for hu - man flesh and bone;
We know the yoke of sin and death, our necks have worn it smooth;

Let voic -es rise and in - ter-weave,by love and hope set free,

_Q_g o I T f o=t

[E=ESESSS= —

but as the Three, in love and hope, made room with-in their dance.
when fear con-fines the dance in death, God rolls a - way the stone.
go tell the world of weight and woe that we are free to move!
to  shape in song this joy, this life: the dance of Trin-i - ty.
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Text: Richard Leach, b. 1953
Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune
Text © 2001 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. www.selahpub.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.

SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Asst/Lector:
Marilyn Shealy; Livestream: Kay Cleland; Greeter: Tammy Thompson; Ushers: Mike Cleland,
Wanda Weinberg; Time with Children: Jane Unger; Acolyte: Melody
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